J A N UA RY 2 0 2 1

T H E M AGA Z I N E YO U C O M E H O M E TO

Built to last

Allegheny celebrates 75 years of providing power

PLUS

Solar window heater
No place like home
Country Kitchen makeover

1,100+ STORES NATIONWIDE

All the Power at a Fraction of the Price

OVER 175 TOOLS AND ACCESSORIES

SUPER COUPON

FREE TOOL BAG
WITH ANY
PURCHASE OVER $50

With Bauer, you’ll get everything you want in tools at
an everyday low price. Whether you’re building a deck,
outfitting your shop or working in the yard,
Bauer has the tool for you.

CORDED TOOLS

CORDLESS TOOLS

12

99
$
VALUE

BATTERY
POWERS

40

TOOLS

ITEM 57487

Use Online &
In-Store

*14930404*
14930404

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Valid online and in-store. Receive a free Tool Bag with any Bauer
purchase over $50 not including taxes and after applying any other applicable offers or discounts. Not
valid on prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 2/15/21.

SHOP TOOLS

OUTDOOR POWER TOOLS

LEARN MORE AT BAUERPOWERTOOLS.COM

JANUARY 2021
Vol. 56 • No. 1
Editor
Peter A. Fitzgerald
Senior Editor/Writer
Katherine Hackleman
Associate Editor
Michael T. Crawford
Layout & Design
W. Douglas Shirk
production coordinator
Michelle M. Smith
Contributing Columnists
Anne M. Kirchner
Yvonne Butts-Mitchell
Penn Lines (USPS 929-700), the newsmagazine
of Pennsylvania’s electric cooperatives, is published
monthly by the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, 212 Locust Street, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg,
PA 17108-1266. Penn Lines helps 166,000 households of co-op consumer-members understand issues
that affect the electric cooperative program, their local
co-ops, and their quality of life. Electric co-ops are notfor-profit, consumer-owned, locally directed, and taxpaying electric utilities. Penn Lines is not responsible
for unsolicited manuscripts. The opinions expressed
in Penn Lines do not necessarily reflect those of the
editors, the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, or
local electric distribution cooperatives.
Subscriptions: Electric co-op members, $5.39 per
year through their local electric distribution cooperative. Preferred Periodicals postage paid at Harrisburg,
PA 17107 and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes with mailing label
to Penn Lines, 212 Locust Street, P.O. Box 1266,
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266.
Advertising: Display ad deadline is six weeks prior to
month of issue. Ad rates upon request. Acceptance
of advertising by Penn Lines does not imply endorsement of the product or services by the publisher or
any electric cooperative. If you encounter a problem
with any product or service advertised in Penn Lines,
please contact: Advertising, Penn Lines, P.O. Box
1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Penn Lines reserves
the right to refuse any advertising.

Contents
4

FIRST WORD
Brighter days ahead

6
Keeping Current
	News from across
the Commonwealth
8
feature: Built to last
	Allegheny celebrates 75 years of
providing power

8

12
S mart circuits
	Build a simple solar window
heater project with your kids
14
Time Lines
	Your newsmagazine
through the years
14a Cooperative

Connection
	Information and advice from
your local electric cooperative

20

17
E nergy Matters
	The co-op community that keeps
your lights on
19
TECH TRENDS
	Electrified fleets coming to an
area near you

22

20


fea
ture: Country
Kitchen makeover
	Cooking columnists share love
of food, family

22

COUNTRY KITCHEN
No place like home

23
rural views
	No more New Year’s ‘Revolutions’
24

Classifieds

26
R ural Reflections
	Congratulations, 2020 winners
Board officers and staff, Pennsylvania Rural Electric
Association: Chairman, Leroy Walls; Vice Chairman,
Tim Burkett; Secretary, Barbara Miller; Treasurer,
Rick Shope; President & CEO, Frank M. Betley

26
ON THE COVER
In 2021, Allegheny
Electric Cooperative,
Inc., is observing its
75th anniversary, many
times referred to as a
“diamond anniversary.”

© 2021 Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association.
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part
without written permission is prohibited.

Visit with us at Penn Lines Online,
located at: www.prea.com/penn-linesmagazine. Penn Lines Online provides an
email link to Penn Lines editorial staff,
information on advertising rates, and an
archive of past issues.
Member Of:

| JA N UA RY 2 0 2 1

3

firstword

Brighter days ahead
Powering through the pandemic
By Frank M. Betley

W

e’ve just come out of the
winter solstice, which
means the days are getting
brighter. That’s the first of what I hope
to be many welcome changes in 2021.
After a difficult and dark year, I think
we could all use a little more light.
Without question, the past year was
a tough one. The global pandemic has
affected all of our lives, and we find
ourselves in the midst of a particularly
trying time this winter. But we have
found our way out of dark times before, and we will certainly get through
this pandemic in due course. A vaccine is already making its way around
the world – an incredible achievement
that offers hope for better and brighter days ahead. As we make our way
through this period, you can be sure
your electric cooperative will be there

Frank M. Betley
President & CEO
Pennsylvania Rural Electric
Association
Allegheny Electric
Cooperative, Inc.
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to keep the lights on.
Electric cooperatives know something about coming out of the darkness. Bringing light to the rural countryside was at the very heart of the
cooperative mission in the 1930s and
‘40s. In 1936, only a quarter of Pennsylvania’s farms had electricity because
private power companies saw no profit
in serving these sparsely populated
regions. It took the collective efforts
of rural residents banding together to
bring electric power to the countryside. They created electric cooperatives
to power their homes and farms in a
movement that forever changed the
rural landscape.
That mission to keep the lights on
continues today. Driven by an inherent understanding of their history,
Pennsylvania’s cooperatives, including
yours, strive to maintain a reliable
and affordable flow of power to their
more than 600,000 rural consumer-members. Helping your local electric cooperative maintain this steady
supply of power is Allegheny Electric
Cooperative, Inc., the wholesale energy provider for Pennsylvania’s
13 electric distribution cooperatives
(and one in New Jersey). This year
marks Allegheny’s 75th anniversary
(you can read more about Allegheny’s story in this month’s Penn Lines).
Through ownership interests in nuclear and hydroelectric facilities, along
with various energy supply agreements, Allegheny provides the power
that is delivered to your home by your
local electric cooperative.
For 75 years, Allegheny and the
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electric cooperatives of Pennsylvania
and New Jersey have worked together
to make sure you have the power you
need, when you need it. On the rare
occasion that the power does go out,
these community-focused organizations are at their very best. Serving
some of the toughest terrain in the
Commonwealth, cooperatives take
special pride in getting the lights back
on as soon as they can — no matter
what Mother Nature throws at them.
For energy providers, the work must
continue — especially in a crisis.
Electric cooperatives play a critical
role in responding to emergency situations, keeping power flowing to homes
and hospitals. This past year, that has
included the COVID-19 pandemic.
Deemed essential workers, electric
cooperative personnel were among
the first to respond to the coronavirus. They quickly mobilized to ensure
the safety of cooperative employees,
consumer-members, and their communities. To ensure energy needs were
continually met, cooperatives initiated
remote operations, developed staggered work schedules, and instituted
social distancing measures at their
offices and with their line crews.
Throughout the crisis, cooperative
efforts have gone a long way toward keeping communities safe and
connected. We can be sure electric
cooperatives will be there to power us
through this long winter, and whatever the new year brings. After all, they
know something about coming out
of the darkness. Brighter days lie
ahead. l
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News from across the Commonwealth

Farm Show favorite
canceled due to pandemic
The Pennsylvania Farm Show, which
was moved to a virtual event several
months ago due to the COVID-19 pandemic, recently canceled the popular
butter sculpture. The virtual Farm
Show will take place Jan. 9-16.
“Pennsylvania is experiencing a
resurgence of COVID-19 cases with
higher daily case counts than we saw in
the spring,” Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding explained. “While we are
heartbroken to have to cancel popular
features of our annual Farm Show, we
simply cannot afford to compromise
the health and safety of our staff, the
sculptors who would have to travel to
Harrisburg, and those involved in recording and broadcasting virtual events.
“The 2021 virtual show will go on.
Our focus will continue to be providing educational, engaging, 100% virtual stories, pre-recorded video tours,
and lively, issue-oriented conversations
that invite Pennsylvanians, wherever
they are, to encounter agriculture for
the first time or to see it from a whole
new perspective from the safety of
their homes.”
The annual butter sculpture is

sponsored by the American Dairy Association North East. Its purpose is to
highlight dairy and the dairy industry’s
importance to the Commonwealth’s
economy.
For more information about the
2021 Virtual Pennsylvania Farm Show,
go to farmshow.pa.gov.

Pennsylvania provides food
for USDA programs
Pennsylvania provided 8.1% of the
total pounds of food purchased and
distributed through the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food
and Nutrition Service Programs in FY
2019. Once known as commodities,
the American-grown and processed
products purchased by the USDA food
programs are distributed nationally.
In 2019, the USDA bought nearly
2 billion pounds of products at a cost of
nearly $1.9 billion. This included raw
food products such as meats, vegetables,
and fruits, products used in processed
foods, as well as finished products including cereal, crackers, and pasta.
Of these products, 158,519,968
pounds were procured from Pennsylvania at a cost of $136,448,715. The
only two states from which more prod-

uct was procured in terms of dollar
value were California ($345 million)
and Michigan ($197 million).

Guests banned from
Punxsutawney Phil
ceremony
The Inner Circle of the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club has announced
that weather prognosticator Punxsutawney Phil will appear live on
Groundhog Day, Feb. 2, but in-person
attendance by guests has been canceled
as the potential health risks related to
COVID-19 are too great to overcome.
Event organizers are planning sev-

eral live internet, website and virtual
events in place of the traditional
in-person events. Those will be available online at groundhog.org. Organizers hope to return to in-person events
on Feb. 2, 2022.

Study shows rural residents
want broadband, are willing
to pay more for it
The Center for Rural Pennsylvania
recently published the results of a new
study done by Penn State University
professors looking at rural Pennsylvania residents’ willingness to pay for
broadband service and the existing
price differences they pay for service.
“This research, along with the
(continues on page 18)

6

| JA N UA RY 2 0 2 1

ADVERTISEMENT

Now available in the U.S. without a prescription!

Popular French Diet Pill
Goes On Sale Nationwide
Clinical study shows active ingredients trigger weight
loss in the abdomen without harmful side effects;
guaranteed results or get 110% of your money back
A compound that triggers weight loss in
the abdomen has been used safely in France
for years. It is now available in the United
States without a prescription.
The pill contains ingredients that not
only burn belly fat... but... also help maintain
healthy cholesterol levels.
Plus, at just two dollars per daily dose, it’s
very affordable.
Today marks the nationwide release
of this pill in the United States. It’s being
offered by the Applied Scientific Research
Center in Colorado. The U.S. brand name of
this pill is OxiTrim.
Clinical results show dieters can lose up
to 5 inches from their waistline within just 8
weeks of daily use. That’s because OxiTrim
works to enhance the body’s ability to burn
a specific type of fatty acid found in the
abdomen.
OxiTrim does not contain stimulants or
dangerous chemicals. The active ingredients
have a track record of safety showing no
harmful side effects.

France’s Weight
Loss Breakthrough

In 2013, scientists announced a pill that
facilitates weight loss in the abdomen.
It contains a combination of ingredients
shown to enhance the metabolism’s ability
to burn belly fat.
Since then, it has become a popular diet
pill in France and Germany. Sales continue
to climb as new people discover how well
the product works.
Michael Kenneth, President of the Applied
Scientific Research Center is not surprised
by the popularity. He says, “The pill is safe.
It’s effective. It works fast. Plus, it costs less
than a cup of coffee per day.”
“And now, we’re making it available
in America under the new brand name
OxiTrim. We can’t wait to receive feedback
from first time users. We know dieters are
going to love this pill,” he added.

The findings were then published in
the Journal of Medicinal Food... and... the
Obesity Journal.
Participants were given either a placebo...
or else... OxiTrim’s active ingredients
twice per day for 8 weeks. They then ate a
normal 2,000 calorie diet and walked for 30
minutes, 5 days a week.
The results were stunning.
Those who took the active ingredients
lost almost 4 times more weight than the
placebo group. Even more exciting was
the quantity of inches they lost from their
waistline.
The group taking OxiTrim’s
active ingredients lost almost 5 inches of
belly fat. That’s equal to 2 pants sizes for
men... and... 4 to 6 dress sizes for women.
The pill even helped maintain
healthy cholesterol and blood sugar levels.
This is especially good news for anyone who
is overweight, given the health risks they
often face.

How It Works

The active ingredients in OxiTrim trigger
weight loss in a way scientists have not
seen before. Research shows they activate a
protein in the body that breaks down fatty
acids found in abdominal fat.
“You can think of OxiTrim as a match that
lights the fuse in belly fat,” said Kenneth.
“This fuse effects metabolic rate which
results in enhanced fat loss around the mid
section and other parts of the body, too.”
Kenneth also said, “Dieters should know
OxiTrim is made from natural plant extracts.
It is not a drug. It does not contain any
stimulants or dangerous chemicals either.”
“Plus, unlike a lot of other diet pills,
OxiTrim won’t increase your heart rate or
make you anxious. In fact, you won’t even
know you’re taking it until you begin to see
a slimmer waistline,” he added.

Sales Frenzy: The newly released OxiTrim
pill from France is set to break sales records
nationwide this week. In clinical studies,
users taking the pill’s active ingredients
lost up to 5 inches from their waistline in 8
weeks without strict dieting.

It’s a proven pill for men and women who
want to cut pounds of belly fat.” — Dr. M.
Usman, M.D.
“I have reviewed the research and
have decided to recommend OxiTrim to
overweight people. That’s because OxiTrim
doesn’t just reduce weight, it helps maintain
healthy cholesterol and triglyceride levels,
too.” — Dr. Ahmad Alsayes.

110% Money Back Guarantee

Amazing feedback from users of OxiTrim
has generated a wave of confidence at
the company. So much so that they now
offer OxiTrim with a 110% money back
guarantee.
The company’s president, Michael
Kenneth says, “We’ve seen how well it
works. Now we want to remove any risk for
those who might think OxiTrim sounds too
good to be true.”
Simply take the pill exactly as directed.
You must enjoy fast and impressive weight
loss. Otherwise, return the product as
directed and you’ll receive 100% of your
money back plus an extra 10%.

How To Get OxiTrim

Today marks the official n a t i o n w i d e
release of OxiTrim in America. And so, the
company is offering a special discount
supply to every person who calls before
inventory runs out.
A Regional Order Hotline has been setup
for local readers to call. This gives everyone
an equal chance to try OxiTrim.
The Order Hotline is now open. All you
Approved By Top Doctors
have to do is call TOLL FREE 1-888-303“The advanced ingredients found in 9543. Then provide the operator with
OxiTrim have been used successfully in the special discount approval code: OTD21.
Double Blind Clinical Results
A double blind clinical study was France for years. The clinical trials show The company will do the rest.
Initial supplies of OxiTrim are limited.
conducted on OxiTrim’s active ingredients. they can burn fat fast for those with a few
The study was reviewed and analyzed by extra pounds to lose.” — Dr. Ana Jovanovic. Those who don’t call soon may have to
“OxiTrim is the most exciting wait until more inventory is produced. This
scientists from the University of California,
breakthrough in natural weight loss to date. could take as long as 6 six weeks.
Davis.
THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. ALL DOCTORS MENTIONED
ARE REMUNERATED FOR THEIR SERVICES. ALL CLINICAL STUDIES ON OXITRIM’S ACTIVE INGREDIENT WERE INDEPENDENTLY CONDUCTED AND WERE NOT SPONSORED BY THE MAKERS OF OXITRIM.

Built to last

E

lectricity is a simple concept to
understand — you flip a switch
or insert a plug into an outlet
and voila, good things happen. Your
light comes on. Your coffee is hot. Your
phone is charged. Your garage door
goes up so you can leave for work. But
how that all happens is a more difficult
concept to wrap your head around.
In its simplest terms, the “how”
of electricity can be compared to the
country’s highway system that brings
a new coffeepot to your doorstep
so you can continue to have your
morning cup of joe. Chances are, your
new coffeepot is waiting for you at a
warehouse near a major, multi-lane
highway. By phone or online, you let
the company know you want to trade
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By Kathy Hackleman
Senior Editor/Writer

some of your money for one of its coffeepots. The coffeepot leaves the warehouse by way of the large highway,
exiting that highway at a narrower,
less busy highway, followed eventually
by traveling down your county road
before arriving at your house.
That’s the same path that electricity
takes — it moves from the warehouse
(the generation plant), down a series
of ever-smaller highways (transmission lines and substations) until it
finally arrives at your home via a small
county road (the distribution cooperative’s service lines that provide power
to residences and businesses in rural
Pennsylvania).
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This year, your electric cooperative’s
generation/transmission provider —
Harrisburg, Pa.-based Allegheny Electric
Cooperative, Inc. (Allegheny), — is
celebrating its 75th anniversary, many
times referred to as a “diamond anniversary.” Every electric cooperative member is familiar with their local electric
cooperative, and many could describe
where the nearest cooperative substation
is located. Few could trace their power
all the way back to its generation source.

Cooperation
In Pennsylvania, approximately twothirds of all electricity that flows to
approximately 230,000 rural electric
cooperative member homes and businesses is generated at power plants
POWERFUL PLANT: Allegheny Electric
Cooperative, Inc., generates about 60% of the
electricity needed by Pennsylvania and New
Jersey cooperatives through its 10% ownership
share in the Susquehanna Steam Electric Station,
a nuclear power plant near Berwick, Pa.

photo courtesy of talen energy

Allegheny celebrates 75 years of providing power

owned by Allegheny, a wholesale power supply cooperative formed in 1946
to serve 13 Pennsylvania cooperatives
plus one in New Jersey. Most of the
remaining electricity needed by cooperative members is purchased on the
PJM-operated open market through
Allegheny, which is governed by an
elected board of directors comprised of
one member of the board of directors
from each of the 14 cooperatives it
serves.
“Incredible changes have taken place
in the industry since Allegheny’s first
board meeting in 1946,” says Frank
Betley, president & CEO of Allegheny
and the Pennsylvania Rural Electric
Association (PREA), the statewide
organization representing the Pennsylvania and New Jersey electric cooperatives. “Allegheny was formed as a way
to purchase power at a more reasonable cost than when each cooperative
purchased it individually. In the years
since then, Allegheny has transitioned
from buying all of the power needed
by the cooperatives to owning the
majority of our generation.”
The one thing that has not changed,
however, is the organization’s goal of
supplying safe, reliable and affordable

electricity to cooperative members,
Betley emphasizes.
“We meet nearly 70% of our generation needs from our own clean,
carbon-free resources, including a 10%
ownership share in a nuclear power
plant — the Susquehanna Steam Electric Station — and a hydro plant — the
Raystown Hydroelectric Project, along
with long-term contracts with the New
York Power Authority for hydropower
generated there,” Betley notes. “That
means we are not at the mercy of the
price changes often reflected in the
open market, and it is one of the major
reasons we have continued to be among
the most competitively priced electricity providers through the years.”
Allegheny’s first board meeting was
held in the summer of 1946, but the
history of the wholesale power supplier
begins more than a decade earlier. Only
a small percentage of Pennsylvania’s rural residents had access to electricity in
the early 1930s. In an effort to increase
that number, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt established the Rural Electrification Administration by executive
order in 1935, which led to the subsequent formation of rural electric cooperatives. Even though the availability of
electricity grew across the rural areas,
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the price of wholesale electricity being
purchased by each cooperative for its
members was significantly higher than
the U.S. average, leading to higher electricity bills for cooperative members.

Early mission
“Pennsylvania cooperatives, realizing
there would be a cost savings associated
with buying in bulk, voted to form a
wholesale power purchasing cooperative to buy power for all of them,” says
Jay Grove, chairman of the Allegheny
board and a member of the Gettysburg-based Adams Electric Cooperative. “The reason Allegheny was created
was to help lower the cost of power
for local co-ops. It continues to do just
that. It also means the local co-ops can
better control their own destinies by
being in control of their power supply.”
The first formal step toward the
creation of what would become Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc. was
taken on March 17, 1944, at a PREA
meeting. (PREA was established by
the cooperatives in 1942 and its board
is also made up of one director from
each electric cooperative in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.)
Early on, private power companies
showed little interest in serving rural

9

LIGHT THE WAY: In coordination with Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc., electric cooperatives in
Pennsylvania and New Jersey distributed nearly a million energy-efficient LED lightbulbs free to all
cooperative members within the two states in 2018. The program was designed so that consumer-members who switched out old incandescent lightbulbs would save energy for many years, lowering supply needs during peak demand periods, ultimately driving down energy costs for all members.

customers, due mostly to the long
distances they would have to string
lines for only a few customers, making
it financially less lucrative than more
populated areas. Once the formation
of Allegheny was announced, however,
the private power companies attempted to stop the incorporation of the
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new cooperative. The subsequent lawsuit went to the state Supreme Court,
which ruled in favor of the cooperatives. Soon thereafter, the state granted
a charter to Allegheny.
The first official meeting of the new
generation and transmission cooperative was held in July 1946 with the first
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order of business being to begin negotiating with private power companies to
purchase power for the electric cooperatives at a discounted price. Within a
year, the private power companies had
agreed to a deal that would save Pennsylvania and New Jersey cooperatives
(and ultimately, their members) about
20% of what they had been paying.
Working together, Allegheny and
PREA soon hired their first full-time
manager, who was asked to work with
the General Assembly on territorial
legislation that would prevent private
power companies from taking over
territory in rural areas that had been
designated for cooperatives. It wasn’t
until 1974 that legislators eventually
passed a bill that defined rural electric
MONEY-SAVING AGREEMENT: A 1966 agreement between Allegheny Electric Cooperative,
Inc., and the New York Power Authority (NYPA)
has saved member cooperatives an estimated
$414 million compared to the cost of buying
power from other sources. The Niagara Power
Project, below, is one of NYPA’s hydroelectric
projects.

MANAGING THE LOAD: Allegheny staff members in Harrisburg work with local cooperatives
to reduce the use of electricity during periods
of peak demand, leading to lower costs for all
cooperative members.

Photo provided by Tri-County REC

cooperative territories and allowed
electric cooperatives to continue
serving the areas where they had been
providing power.
One of the early actions by the Allegheny board continues to be financially beneficial today. In 1966, Allegheny entered into a long-term, low-cost
power supply agreement with the
Power Authority of the State of New
York (now known as the New York
Power Authority or NYPA). Since then,
this agreement has saved Pennsylvania’s
member cooperatives an estimated
$414 million compared to the cost of
buying power from other sources.
In a bid to control their own future,
Allegheny researched a number of
possible power supply sources and
eventually purchased a 10% ownership
of the Susquehanna Steam Election Station (SSES), a nuclear power plant near
Berwick. Unit 1 of SSES began commercial operation in June 1983 while
Unit 2 came on-line in February 1985.
Today, the nuclear power plant provides approximately 60% of the annual
power needs of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey cooperatives. Now operated by
Talen Energy Corporation, the facility
set a generation record in 2019, sending
20,919 gigawatt-hours of electricity to
the grid with no unplanned outages for
either unit.
Allegheny also built a small hydroelectric project at Raystown Lake near
Huntingdon, Pa. The hydroelectric
project at Raystown Lake began com-

RENEWABLE ENERGY: The 600th consumer-owned renewable energy project interconnected with
Pennsylvania-New Jersey cooperative lines is owned by Andrew Harding, Gillet, a member of TriCounty Rural Electric Cooperative. The 24.1-kilowatt solar system was put into service in February
2020. Currently, more than 700 consumer-member-owned renewable energy projects have been
interconnected with cooperative lines in cooperation with Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc.

mercial operations in 1988. In recent
years, it has provided 2.5 to 3.5% of the
cooperatives’ power needs each year.

Energy initiatives
During the same time frame as SSES
and the Raystown Hydroelectric Project
were in the planning and construction
stages, Allegheny was exploring other
ways to provide affordable, reliable
power to member cooperatives.
“Over the years, we’ve seen an increase in renewable sources of power
and the deployment of smart meters,
and have come to realize that the most
cost-effective kilowatt-hour is the one
that is never generated,” Betley explains. “As a result, we’ve focused on
the development of energy efficiency
initiatives.”
In 1983, a pilot project at three
Pennsylvania electric cooperatives
revealed direct control of home electric
water heaters could be used as a way
to smooth out peak periods of electric
use to reduce monthly demand charges
for cooperatives. Electricity is the most
expensive during peak use periods, so
curbing demand during those periods
reduces costs for cooperatives (and thus
the members).
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This led to the launch of Allegheny’s
effort to manage electric loads during
peak periods, known as the coordinated load management system, in 1986.
Since then, this initiative, known by
some members as “the water heater
program,” has resulted in a total savings
to cooperatives of nearly $155 million
in avoided purchased power costs,
and has been recognized as a model of
energy efficiency and demand response
innovation.
“The coordinated load management
system works because cooperatives,
which are member-owned, are focused
on keeping power costs affordable for
members, not maximizing profits,”
explains Todd Sallade, PREA/Allegheny vice president — power supply &
engineering.
In more recent action, in 2006,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey cooperatives began partnering with Allegheny
to coordinate the interconnection of
consumer-owned, renewable energy
projects to cooperative lines. According
to Sallade, as of the end of December
2020, more than 700 projects, including solar arrays, wind turbines, anaerobic digesters and one hydro facility,
(continues on page 16)
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smartcircuits

Build a simple solar window heater
project with your kids
By James Dulley

D

ear Jim: With COVID-19 and
social-distancing, I want to do
some educational projects at
home with our kids. What would be a
good, fairly simple solar energy project
to start with? — Rhonda J.
Dear Rhonda: Building a simple
solar window heater yourselves would
be a wonderful project for your children and you to learn about solar
energy and conservation — and it will
actually lower your heating bills.
There are two basic types of solar
heating systems. A passive one uses just
the sun’s heat to create the movement of
heated air or water into your house or a
collector. An active system uses electric
fans or pumps to move the heat.
In order to keep your solar project
as simple and inexpensive as possible,
building a passive solar window heater
is your best option. On a sunny winter
day, the amount of free, solar-heated
air flowing out can easily keep a medium-size room warm.
The fact that warm air is less dense
and rises above cooler air is the concept behind a passive solar system.
Inside the solar window heater, cooler
room air comes in a lower opening. As
it is heated by the sun, it becomes less
dense and naturally flows out an upper
opening into your room. In order to
increase the warm air output, install a
small electric fan to move even more
room air through the window heater.
The simplest basic design of a window heater is a long, shallow box
about the width of the window. A
horizontal plywood board of the same
width is placed in between the top and
bottom to divide it in half to create
two horizontal chambers. This divider
board is slightly shorter so it leaves a
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gap for the air to flow around it.
Cover the top of the box with a clear
plastic acrylic sheet so the sun shines
in through it onto the divider board.
Use weatherstripping to create an airtight seal to the open top of the box.
The solar heater box is tilted down so
the gap at the bottom is below the end
in the window.
When the sun shines in and heats the
divider/collector and air in the upper
chamber, it naturally flows out into
the room. This continually draws cool
room air in the bottom chamber to circulate over the collector. After the sun
goes down or on cloudy days, close the
window to block the air flow or it will
run in reverse and cool the room.
Make it 2 feet wide and either 4 or
8 feet long to best utilize standard size
lumber. A total depth of the box of
about 10 inches is adequate. With the
thickness of the divider/collector board
and insulation, this will create roughly
two 4-inch high air flow chambers, one
above the other.
The heated air output can be
increased by attaching several strips of
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1/2-inch aluminum angle to the divider/
collector. These angle strips provide
more solar surface area and create air
turbulence for better heat transfer to
the room air flowing through it. Paint
the divider/collector flat black to absorb
the most solar heat.
It is important to line the entire box
with 3/4-inch rigid foil-backed urethane foam insulation to minimize heat
loss back outdoors. Paint the exposed
foil backing in the upper chamber flat
black, but leave the lower chamber
foil unpainted. Use closed-cell, adhesive-backed foam weatherstripping to
seal the clear top to the wooden box.
Design the end that mounts in the
window so the clear top is tilted at about
45 degrees. It can be mounted on any
side of the house other than north, but
the south and west are most effective. l
Have a question for Jim? Send
inquiries to James Dulley,
Penn Lines, 6906 Royalgreen
Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45244 or
visit www.dulley.com.

A RIDE PRESERVED FOR GENERATIONS.
IN THE BUILDING MADE FOR GENERATIONS.

Farms are part
of our electric
cooperative.

Your dream garage begins with limited-time savings
when you commit during Building Value Days.
Now through February 28.

800-447-7436 | MORTONBUILDINGS.COM
©2021 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses is available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Certain restrictions apply. Code 615

Attention Past Rural Electric Youth Tour Students
At least two $1,000 scholarships in memory of Jody Loudenslager are available through the Pennsylvania Rural
Electric Association Scholarship Trust Fund in Memory of William F. Matson for the 2021-22 college year.
fill out and mail this coupon

Who is eligible?
The scholarship is available to any college-bound or college student who was selected
to participate in the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association (PREA) Youth Tour. Applicants need to furnish necessary aptitude test scores, GPA and financial need information.

Dates to remember
All applications and required information must be received no later than May 7, 2021.
Finalists will be sent a follow-up questionnaire that must be returned by June 18, 2021.
Scholarship awards will be announced at the PREA Summer Meeting in July 2021.

How to apply
To receive an application, simply fill out and mail the accompanying coupon to:
Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266.
If you would like to receive the application via email, please include your email
address or visit our website, www.prea.com/jody-loudenslager-memorial-scholarship,
for more information.

Jody Loudenslager, a 1995 Pennsylvania Rural
Electric Association Youth Tour student from
Trout Run, Pa., was among the 230 passengers
killed July 17, 1996, when TWA Flight 800
exploded shortly after take-off from New York.
Since Jody was committed to higher education,
the scholarship was created to honor her and help
Youth Tour participants with college costs.

_________________________________________
Name
_________________________________________
Address
_________________________________________
City
_________________________________________
State
Zip
_________________________________________
Email address
_________________________________________
Name of your electric cooperative
_________________________________________
Year selected for Youth Tour
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Your Newsmagazine Through the Years

2001

2011
Seventy-five years
after the story of
rural electrification begins in northwestern
Pennsylvania, Penn
Lines takes a look at
how electricity spread
across rural Pennsylvania in the 1930s.

Recreation is a
booming Pennsylvania business that
does not hibernate
for the winter. Skiing
brings many people
to rural areas, including Seven Springs
Mountain Resort.

G

ifford Pinchot, a renowned forestry expert, conservationist, and two-term governor of Pennsylvania (192327 and 1931-35) was among the first to recognize the
lifestyle disparity that existed between the nation’s farms and
cities. Pinchot — then the nation’s chief forester — convinced
President Theodore Roosevelt in 1909 to create a fact-finding
commission to discuss the problem. The commission’s report
blasted the lack of electric power in rural areas and suggested
ways residents could obtain electricity (federally funded hydropower projects and/or cooperatives).
Years would pass before President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Rural Electrification Administration (REA) by executive
order in 1935, but Pinchot never gave up his quest. After taking
office as governor in 1923, he hired Morris Cooke to conduct a
Giant Power survey of the Commonwealth. Cooke produced an
innovative energy development plan based on abundant supplies of power generated from plants built near coal mines. The
electricity would be pooled and shipped over giant transmission
lines. Rural residents would obtain power through cooperatives.
This plan drew little legislative interest then, but Pinchot’s goal
of “lighting up” Pennsylvania finally came to fruition in the late
1930s, and Cooke — the author of the Giant Power survey commissioned by Pinchot — was named the first REA administrator.
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Penn Lines examines the question of
“Who really controls
America’s energy?”
According to a survey, control of energy
companies is becoming concentrated in a
few hands.

Pennsylvania cooperatives realize a savings of about $1,000
a day due to delivery
of Niagara power
over rural electric
lines. Construction
began on the hydro
plant in 1958.

1991

1981

1971

cooperativeconnection

REA Energy
Cooperative, Inc.

REA
ENERGY
One of 14 electric cooperatives
serving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

REA Energy Cooperative, Inc.
75 Airport Road • P.O. Box 70
Indiana, PA 15701-0070
724-349-4800 • 800-211-5667
Ebensburg District Office
127 Municipal Road
Ebensburg, PA 15931
814-472-8570
Website: www.reaenergy.com
Email: reaenergy@reaenergy.com
Staff
Barry Baker
Indiana Operations Manager
Erin Bauer
ACRE Coordinator
Shane Cribbs
Network & Systems Manager
Dave Daugherty
Safety & Right of Way Manager
Jeff Dishong
Ebensburg Operations Supervisor
Lisa Gardill
Accounting & Finance Manager
Stacy Hilliard, CCC, CKAE
Communications & Marketing Manager
Local Pages Editor
Chris Masterson
Reliability Supervisor
Patrick McAndrew
Manager of Engineering
Bryon Roland
Purchasing & Facilities Manager
Brendan Short
Right-of-Way/Forestry Supervisor
Renee Spalla
Supervisor of Consumer Services
Chris Weller
Load Management Supervisor
Outages & Emergencies
1-800-332-7273
724-463-7273
Office Hours
Indiana Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Ebensburg Office:
7 - 11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

Guest Column

Let’s connect

By Stacy Hilliard, CCC, CKAE
Communications & Marketing Manager
When we say that we live in a “connected” world, most of us think about
technology, like our smartphones and
other devices and gadgets. But when
you’re a member of an electric co-op
(that’s you!), there’s so much more
to being part of our connected co-op
community.
As a member of REA Energy Cooperative, Inc. (REA), you help to power
good in our local community through
initiatives like Operation Round Up
that help other members in our community.
We greatly value our connection to
you, the members we serve. And we’d
like to help you maximize the value
you can get from REA through a variety
of programs, products and services that
we offer our members. For example,
we can help you save money on your
energy bill through our free online
energy audits. When you download our
app, you can monitor and manage your
home energy use, pay your bill online
and access a menu of additional options
for potential savings and more.
When you follow REA Energy on
social media, you can stay up to date on
power restoration efforts, tree-trimming
planning, co-op director elections,
giveaways and more. You’ll also see
photos of our line crews in action —
who doesn’t enjoy seeing good things
happening in our community!
When you sign up for text alerts or
push notifications, you will receive a
notice when there is an outage that
affects you and restoration information.
See page 14c for more information.
By connecting with us, you can get
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real-time updates from your co-op.
That’s why we want to make sure we
have your most current contact information on hand. If we can’t connect
with you on these platforms or in person, you could miss out on important
information.
REA relies on data for nearly every
aspect of our operations, and up-todate contact information from our
members helps ensure that we can
provide the highest level of service that
you expect and deserve.
Updated contact information can
even speed up the power restoration
process during an outage. That’s
because when you call to report an
outage, our automated system recognizes your phone number and matches
it with your account location. Accurate
information helps our outage-management system predict the location and
the possible cause of an outage, making
it easier for our crews to correct the
problem.
We hope you will connect with us
whenever and wherever you can —
whether that means attending our annual meeting, providing feedback on a
recent visit or call with our employees,
or simply downloading our app.
REA Energy exists to serve our members, and when we’re better connected
to you and our local community, we’re
better prepared to answer the call.
To update your contact information
or to learn more about co-op products
and services that can help you save, visit reaenergy.com, or call 724-349-4800.
We look forward to connecting with
you! l
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Co-op update
REA Energy Cooperative’s top priority
is keeping the lights on safely and reliably.
Throughout the last several months in
facing the COVID-19 crisis, we enacted
our Business Continuity Plan to seamlessly
continue with our day-to-day operations.
Following is an update on what your
cooperative has been doing over the last
several months.
Offices and employees
Due to the current COVID-19 condition in our service area, our Indiana and
Ebensburg offices and lobbies are currently closed to the public. This will remain
in place until further notice. Members
can continue to use multiple convenient
options to pay their bills, including our
drop boxes, online and phone payment
options, and USPS mail. Our drive-thru
at the Indiana office remains open at this
time.
Our employees wear masks per state
mandates, practice Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC} guidelines at all times, maintain social distance from one another, and equipment
and work areas receive deep cleaning
weekly.
We continue to ask that if an employee
is working at or near your home, that you
stay at least 15 feet away from them. If you
or a member of your household are ill,
please let our employee know this ahead

of time, especially if the job requires that
the employee enters your home.
Meetings and events
REA Energy held its 83rd annual meeting Sept. 10 on the virtual platform GoTo
Webinar. We were very pleased with the
turnout: approximately 360 members
viewed the meeting. The meeting was
recorded, and a link was posted to the
cooperative’s website homepage for members to view. If you are interested in viewing the 2020 annual meeting, please visit
reaenergy.com, select the About Us drop
down menu and click Annual Meeting.
In conjunction with National Cooperative Month, REA held a Member Appreciation Month in October. Members who
were unable to attend the virtual annual
meeting could stop by the offices to receive
a gift packet, which includes a calendar,
hat and multi-function screwdriver.
In 2020, with concerns for the members’ and employees’ health and safety,
the board and management decided to
cancel the area meetings. The board and
management will continue to monitor the
situation with COVID-19 to determine
if we can conduct them in 2021. We will
keep you notified in upcoming issues of
Penn Lines.
Each year, REA Energy sends high
school juniors on a weeklong Youth
Tour to Washington, D.C. With concerns

regarding the spread of the COVID-19,
the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association made the decision to cancel
the 2020 Youth Tour. Due to ongoing
health and safety issues surrounding
COVID-19, the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association recently decided
to also cancel the Rural Electric Youth
Tour in 2021.
Keeping you notified
With the ongoing concerns of the
COVID-19 in our area, communications
with our members has been of the utmost
importance. REA Energy has utilized
several mediums to notify and educate
our members, including Penn Lines, our
website at reaenergy.com, our Facebook
page (which can be found by going to
Facebook and searching for REA Energy
Cooperative, Inc.) and running radio ads.
As we move forward, we will continue to
use these mediums to communicate any
news with you.
Thank you!
Your board of directors, management
and employees want to extend our sincerest thank you to our members for your
patience and understanding throughout
this unprecedented time. As we move forward, we look forward to continuing to
serve you with the same excellent service
as we have over the past 83 years. l

Three DIY efficiency projects to tackle this year
A new year brings new opportunities to save energy — and money. You may think energy efficiency upgrades require a great deal
of time and expense, but that’s not always the case. If you’re interested in making your home more efficient but don’t want to break the
bank, there are several DIY projects you can tackle to increase energy savings. Let’s take a look at three inexpensive efficiency upgrades
that can help you save energy throughout the year.
Trim dryer vent — Level of difficulty: easy. Supplies needed: tin snips, gloves, measuring tape and masking tape. Estimated cost:
about $25 depending on the supplies you already have. If your dryer vent hose is too long, your dryer is working harder than it has to,
using more energy than necessary. The vent hose should be long enough for you to pull the dryer out a couple feet from the wall, but
the shape of the hose should form a line — it should not have a lot of slack with twists and curves. A shorter, unobstructed vent hose
increases the efficiency of your dryer, dries clothing faster and reduces lint buildup. Simply measure, mark and trim the hose to the
desired length, then reattach the hose to your dryer and exterior vent. If you’re unsure about the hose length, check out a video tutorial.
Seal air leaks — Level of difficulty: moderate. Supplies needed: caulk and caulk gun, weather stripping, gloves, putty knife, paper
towels. Estimated cost: $25 to $50 depending on the materials you purchase. Sealing air leaks in your home can help you save 10%
to 20% on heating and cooling bills. Apply caulk around windows, doors, electrical wiring and plumbing to seal in conditioned air. You
should also weather strip exterior doors. Types of caulking and weather stripping materials vary, but ask your local hardware or home
store for assistance if you’re unsure about the supplies you need.
Insulate attic stairs opening — Level of difficulty: moderate. Supplies needed: rigid foam board, faced blanket insulation, tape for
foam board, measuring tape, utility knife, caulk and caulk gun, plywood. Estimated cost: $50 to $100. A properly insulated attic is one
of the best ways to optimize energy savings and comfort in your home, but many homeowners don’t consider insulating the attic stairs
or the opening to your attic space.
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Important notice about ACH Draft
As of Jan. 1, 2021, members signed up for ACH Bank Draft or Credit Card Draft were transitioned over to
the REA Energy Member Portal. Any current account(s) that are signed up with Bank or Credit Card Draft will
continue to have the monthly payment applied. However, if you need to make changes to your banking or
credit card information, you will need to contact the cooperative. You will then be directed to sign up for the
Member Portal. REA Energy will no longer be applying any new accounts into the ACH or Credit Card Draft
program.
The REA Energy Member
Portal allows for you to make
any necessary banking or
credit card changes at your
convenience in a safe and
secure manner. The REA Energy Member Portal is on our
homepage at reaenergy.com.
On this page, there is a blue
button that says Member Portal. To sign up, you will need
to complete the process on a
desktop computer. After that,
you will be able to access your
account on either a desktop or
mobile device.
REA Energy staff will be
available during regular
business hours to help with
the transition. If you have any
questions, please call 724349-4800 and ask to speak
with a member services representative.

REA offers outage updates by text message

REA Energy offers the option to have outage information and updates sent to your mobile device via text message. To
sign up and receive the texts, you must have provided your mobile number to the cooperative. To provide the cooperative
with your number, call 724-349-4800 or 800-211-5667 to speak to one of our member service representatives. Please
allow one (1) business day for your phone number to be added to our system.
If you already have your phone number listed on your account, you can text REA to 85700 to enroll in our “text power.”
You will receive instructions for signing up via text message. After enrolling, you can text “OUT” to report future outages
and “STATUS” for an up-to-date status on the outage you’re experiencing.
A new feature for 2021 for members signed up to receive text notifications is that they will automatically be sent a text
when there is a verified outage for their service, and they will also receive a text when the power is restored.
REA alerts are provided by REA Energy Cooperative, Inc. on short code 85700. Standard message and data rates may
apply as defined by your text messaging plan. Text HELP to 85700 for more info, text STOP to 85700 to cancel. You also
may send any of these words to 85700 to stop receiving messages: STOP, QUIT, END, CANCEL, UNSUBSCRIBE.
If you have any questions, concerns or issues regarding the text messaging, you can email or call the cooperative.
When sending an email to reaenergy@reaenergy.com, please be sure to include your phone number and the nature of
the issue that you want to bring to our attention. You can also call the cooperative at 724-349-4800 or 800-211-5667.
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Right-of-way management/facility construction news
REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming work in the following areas in January:
k C
 ontractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service will be trimming the rights-of-way of the Amsbry, Fairview, Georgeville and Smithport
Substation areas, in addition to emergency maintenance areas.
Notification of work will be made to members in the areas affected. Contractors will perform all right-of-way work per REA Energy
specifications. All contractor employees will carry employee identification cards and their vehicles will display their company name.
If you have any questions, call 724-349-4800, or view the specifications at reaenergy.com.

Your Board of Directors

Michael J. Bertolino
Chairman
District 3

Wayne Farabaugh
Vice Chairman
District 8

Robert P. Neese
Secretary/Treasurer
District 5

Sandra Dill
District 9

Tom Beresnyak
District 1

Anthony Enciso
District 7

Thomas Aurandt
District 4

REA Energy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Built to last
(continued from page 11)
have been interconnected with cooperative lines. The nameplate capacity of
the projects is close to 10 megawatts.
To help offset a cooperative’s costs in
the interconnection process, funds from
PREA’s Renewable Energy Assistance
Program (REAP) have been used for
most of the projects. The program
provides grants to electric cooperatives
to cover various interconnection and
transitional costs to help ensure that
other cooperative consumer-members are not required to subsidize the
installation of an individual cooperative
member-owned renewable energy system. REAP grants are funded through
the sale of renewable energy certificates
produced by the Raystown Hydroelectric Project.
In an even more innovative energy-efficiency program in 2018, the
cooperatives and Allegheny worked
together to distribute nearly a million
60-watt-equivalent LED lightbulbs
free to all cooperative members within
the two states (four to each household
and business). The philosophy behind

the distribution was that if cooperative members immediately switched
out four incandescent lightbulbs and
installed their four new LED lightbulbs, they would save energy. Lots of
it. Allegheny staff estimated that if all
members switched out the bulbs, each
member would save more than $500
over the life of the four bulbs. And just
as importantly, widespread participation
in the program continues to drive down
costs for all members as power supply
needs during peak demand periods fall
with the substitution of the energy-efficient LED bulbs for older, energy-gobbling incandescent bulbs.

Coordination
“All of these things working together
is what makes the system run,” Sallade
notes. “From NYPA, the nuclear plant
and Raystown, to the load management
program and other, more-recent energy
efficiency initiatives, the goal has been
keeping costs down for cooperative
members. And we’ve been largely
successful. For many years, Allegheny’s
generation rates for consumer-members have been among the lowest and

most stable in the region.”
Grove adds, “Working together
with Allegheny has brought all of the
co-ops closer. We share common goals,
concerns, and challenges, and we work
through them together, learning from
each other. As we look to the future, I
am certain local co-ops will continue to
see the positive impact Allegheny has
had. It remains strong and true to its
original purpose of supplying electricity
to local co-ops at a reasonable rate, and
that benefits all cooperative consumer-members across the state.”
Many things have changed in the
power generation and transmission arenas over the past 75 years, but cooperatives have managed to thrive while other
businesses have faltered and even failed.
“The energy industry can be volatile,
and many companies have come and
gone during the past 75 years,” Betley
observes. “But because of their member-driven focus and ability to adapt to
changing conditions, cooperatives have
demonstrated they have staying power.
Cooperatives are built to last, and
Allegheny looks forward to the next
75 years of serving its members.” l
WATER POWER: The Raystown Hydroelectric
Project at Raystown Lake, owned by Allegheny
Electric Cooperative, Inc., historically provides
between 2.5 and 3.5% of the electricity needs
of Pennsylvania and New Jersey cooperatives.
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energymatters

The co-op community that keeps your lights on
Tradition and pride create effective outage restoration teams
By Paul Wesslund

W

That lightning-fast response comes
from a combination of a centuries-old
co-op tradition, the latest in weather-forecasting technology, an ingenious
agreement among electric cooperatives,
and lineworkers’ spirit of dedication,
pride, and adventure.
When a power outage is caused by
an especially severe natural disaster,
the devastation can be more than your
local electric co-op can quickly repair
on its own. That’s when other co-ops
swoop in, from next door and sometimes, from other states.
Perhaps you’ve seen them. They
arrive in caravans of utility vehicles
with military-like precision as part of a
plan called a “Mutual Aid Agreement.”
The origins of the Mutual Aid Agreement can be traced back to 1844, even
before there were electric utilities,
when the first formally organized
cooperative created a set of operating
principles that included “Cooperation
Among Cooperatives.”
When electric co-ops were formed
in the 1930s, they used that handshake-style working arrangement to
help each other with repairs after
severe storm damage. But in the early
1990s, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) requested a
more legalistic accounting for the aid it
provided electric cooperatives.
So electric co-ops, represented by
the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association (NRECA), got together
with FEMA and the organization for
city-owned utilities, the American Public Power Association, and produced a
stunningly short contract — it’s exactly

Photo by Dylan Linke

hen a big storm knocks out
power for you and your
neighbors, there’s a good
chance help is already on the way from
electric cooperatives near and far.

HELP IS ON THE WAY: Pennsylvania cooperatives are part of a Mutual Aid Agreement that involves
cooperative crews assisting other cooperatives when they have significant numbers of outages.
Here, crews work to repair damages suffered in Butler County during a windstorm in mid-November.
Lineworkers from New Enterprise Rural Electric Cooperative (REC), Sullivan County REC, Valley REC
and Adams EC traveled to northwest Pennsylvania to assist cooperatives there.

one page long. The contract says when
one co-op goes to help another, it will
charge reasonable rates for the crews
and equipment.
The simplicity of that arrangement
fits the tradition of co-ops cooperating
with each other, says Martha Duggan,
senior director for regulatory affairs
with NRECA.
“It is a natural extension of who we
are,” she says. “Helping each other is
something we do naturally as part of
our co-op family and our culture.”
The response to your power outage
can start days before it even happens,
with co-ops tracking weather patterns
that could knock down poles. They
organize themselves under their own
state associations, planning for how
many line crews might be needed and
where they will come from, and even
making reservations to house crews.
One recent update to the mutual aid
| JA N UA RY 2 0 2 1

procedure was in response to COVID19. Duggan explains that keeping lineworkers safe from the virus can mean
more time and more expense. She asks
co-op members for extra patience as
social distancing requirements mean
changes –– for example, only one lineworker per truck rather than two, and
no more bunking multiple lineworkers
in a hotel room.
In addition to the careful planning
and procedures, there’s another ingredient to why co-ops come together
in a crisis so effectively — the lineworkers. When they head out to a
storm-ravaged area, it’s with a serious
kind of excitement as they get ready
to use their skills for a cause they passionately believe in — restoring electricity. l
Paul Wesslund writes on consumer and
cooperative affairs for the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association.national
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Keeping Current
(continued from page 6)
Center’s 2019 research on broadband
availability and access, helps answer
some important questions and claims
about the digital divide in rural Pennsylvania,” said state Sen. Gene Yaw
(R-Lycoming), chairman of the Center
for Rural Pennsylvania. “We know
that broadband is not available to
many more Pennsylvanians than was
previously claimed, and now there is
evidence that rural Pennsylvanians are
willing to pay for broadband connections, and, in some cases, are paying
more than others for the same or slower broadband speeds.”
A survey of nearly 1,500 rural and
urban Pennsylvania residents in 2020
asked about the types of technology
available to respondents, the monthly
cost of their internet service, their
home internet speeds and how much
they would be willing to pay for 25
megabits per second download speeds.
According to the Center, the survey
revealed that 54% of urban respondents have a cable internet connection compared to about 34% of rural
respondents, while 17.1% of urban
respondents and 2.6% of rural respondents have fiber connections. For
rural residents, dial-up (18.8%), DSL
(18.6%), and satellite internet (6.3%)
are more common technology services
than for urban residents (6.1%, 6.7%,
and 1.9%, respectively).
Survey results also show that rural
residents are more willing than urban
residents to pay at every monthly price
point under $60 per month, while demand drops off for both sets of respondents at higher rates and then levels off
at rates greater than $80 per month.
Results of the study, “Broadband
Demand: The Cost and Price Elasticity
of Broadband Internet Service in
Rural Pennsylvania,” is available at
rural.palegislature.us.

DCNR finalizes ATV trail
policy in state forests
The Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR) has outlined changes to its
18

policy on all-terrain vehicle (ATV)
trails on state forest lands due to increased demands for riding opportunities, legislative action, and the interest
from local and county governments in
expanding recreational tourism. The
changes are effective immediately.
“This policy provides guidance to
DCNR when acquiring, developing and
managing lands for ATV use,” DCNR
Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn said.
“The major change will allow the careful consideration of strategic new riding
opportunities on state forest lands to
connect regional trail systems.”
The previous policy included a moratorium on new trail development, but
these revisions now authorize DCNR
to explore the potential for new ATV
trails and connectors on state forest
lands. Other changes include:
k Allowing the secretary to designate
portions of the state forest road
system as temporary, seasonal or
permanent ATV trails.
k Allowing the department to request
public comment for projects that
have broader impacts on the community/region.
k S upporting acquisition of lands specifically for motorized recreation use.
Currently, Pennsylvania has more
than 260 miles of ATV trails in state
forests, where ATV riding is allowed
only on designated trails. There are
about 285,000 registered ATVs in
Pennsylvania.
For more information about the trail
development policy or ATV riding in
state forests, go to dcnr.pa.gov.

1 Million REAL IDs issued
in Pennsylvania
The Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation (PennDOT) recently
announced it has issued the one millionth REAL ID in the state.
REAL ID is a federal law that affects
how states issue driver’s licenses and
identification cards if they are going
to be acceptable for federal purposes,
such as boarding a domestic flight
or entering a federal building that
requires identification upon entry. A
federally acceptable form of identifica-
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tion (a Pennsylvania REAL ID driver’s
license or identification card, a valid
U.S. Passport/Passport Card, a military
identification, etc.) must be used for
these purposes on and after Oct. 1,
2021. There is no requirement that any
resident obtain a REAL ID, and PennDOT continues to offer standard-issue
driver’s licenses and photo identification products.
Customers can obtain a REAL ID by
presenting documents for verification
and processing at any driver license
center. Information about REAL ID
in Pennsylvania, including frequently asked questions and documents
required for REAL ID, can be found at
penndot.gov/REALID.

New coalition formed to
advance soil health
Sixteen organizations, including
government agencies, educational
institutions and non-governmental
organizations, have joined to form the
Pennsylvania Soil Health Coalition.
The coalition will focus on farmer support, educational events, and
research projects to advance the
understanding of the critical role
that improving soil health has for a
sustainable farm operation and also in
meeting environmental goals that are
crucial to climate change mitigation.
Pennsylvania already is a national leader in the adoption of no-till
planting and cover practices, both of
which are key practices for building
soil health. The 2017 Census of Agriculture reports Pennsylvania is sixth
in the nation for no-till planting (at
67%) and third in the nation for the
percentage of commodity acres planted
with covers (37.2%). Coalition organizations, however, believe there is still
room for improvement. l

techtrends

Electrified fleets coming to an area
near you
By Maria Kanevsky

M

But most buses in America are diesel-powered, which produce harmful
exhaust fumes when breathed in and
greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change.
Electric buses are an emerging technology that can help address some of
the issues caused by diesel-powered
buses while still providing the same
quality of transportation to many
Americans.
There are two main applications for
electric bus fleets: school buses and
public transit. For each application,
there are three types of electric bus
technologies that can be used: hybrid
electric buses, fuel cell electric buses
and battery electric buses.
A hybrid electric bus uses both an
electric motor and a gasoline engine
that work to power the bus. Electricity is generated through regenerative
braking to charge a battery connected
to the electric motor, which lessens
the need for gasoline.
Fuel cell electric buses contain
hydrogen fuel cells, which need to be
refueled with hydrogen to charge the
battery that powers the bus.
A battery electric bus is plugged
directly into the grid to charge the battery that fully powers the bus.
Each of these technologies has its
own pros and cons. Hybrid electric
buses are the easiest transition since
they are closest to traditional diesel-powered buses. However, hybrid

Proterra

illions of Americans depend
on public bus transportation
every day. Whether you’re
a child going to school or an adult on
your way to work, many people rely
on a bus to take them where they need
to go.

ELECTRIC BUS: Electric school bus programs
are in progress in a few states such as Virginia,
Maryland and Minnesota, but California leads the
transition with a goal of replacing all of the state’s
school buses with electric buses by 2040.

electric buses are heavier than traditional buses, since they carry both an
electric motor and a gasoline engine,
which can reduce passenger vehicle
capacity. Fuel cell electric buses have
no tailpipe emissions and hydrogen
is a renewable resource, but the cost
is higher than any other electric bus
technology type. Battery electric buses
have no tailpipe emissions, are the
most energy efficient and have low
operating costs; however, they have a
more limited driving range than other
electric bus technology types.
Generally, electric bus fleets provide many benefits, such as fuel cost
savings, maintenance cost savings
and emissions reductions. Since there
are fewer fuel costs and maintenance
costs, school districts and transit
agencies can save money over time by
switching to electric buses. Electric
bus fleets have fewer diesel emissions,
or none at all, which improves overall public health by making the air
cleaner for the surrounding community or school.
That said, there are still several barriers to overcome before making the
full transition to electric bus fleets. For
any type of electric bus technology, the
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main barrier is cost. For example, battery electric school buses can cost up to
$200,000 more than a comparably sized
diesel school bus. If a school district
or transit agency doesn’t receive any
outside financial support, the purchase
can be difficult to justify. Additionally,
new charging infrastructure will be
necessary to support the electric buses,
which will add to the overall cost.
Several areas of the country, like
Seattle and Los Angeles, are making
commitments to electrify their bus
transit fleets in the next 20 years or so.
Even smaller cities, like Gulfport, Miss.;
Wichita, Kan.; Portland, Maine; and
others are moving toward electrification of buses. New York City, with the
country’s largest transit network, has
also made the commitment to electrify
its bus transit fleet. Electric school bus
programs are in progress in a few states
such as Virginia, Maryland and Minnesota, but California leads the transition
with a goal of replacing all of the state’s
school buses with electric buses by
2040 –– a total of 30,000 buses.
Many electrified fleet pilot projects
show that electric buses can provide
cost-effective and clean transportation
to Americans, although there will be
challenges along the way. While electrified fleets aren’t mainstream yet, one
thing is clear: partnerships between
utilities, transit agencies and school
districts will be crucial for success. l
Maria Kanevsky is a program analyst
for the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the national trade association representing more than 900 local
electric cooperatives. From growing suburbs to remote farming communities, electric co-ops serve as engines of economic
development for 42 million Americans
across 56% of the nation’s landscape.
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Country Kitchen makeover
Cooking columnists share love of food, family

C

ooking is more than heating up
a frozen pizza, slapping it on
the table and calling it good.

Today, we feature two women who
share the same passions: food (cooking
it AND eating it), family, fun and writing. Janette Hess, Penn Lines’ Country
Kitchen columnist for 11 years, has retired — her final recipes appeared in the
December issue. Anne Kirchner, the new
Penn Lines Country Kitchen columnist,
provides her introductory column in
this issue of the newsmagazine.
Reflecting on decades of cooking,
Hess says her fascination with food
started early because she came from a
family of what she describes as excellent cooks.
“I still use my grandma’s recipes,
especially around the holidays,” she
says. “She was born in Chambersburg,
Pa., and has been gone for 30 years,
but whenever we use one of her recipes, we always talk about her, and how
sharing food and recipes is a great way
to remember people. … If you want to
be remembered, you should share good
food and hospitality.”

Janette Hess
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By Kathy Hackleman
Senior Editor/Writer

Being a recipe columnist for Penn
Lines has been a highlight of Hess’s
professional life, most of which was
spent writing for a daily newspaper, as
it allowed her to combine her love of
food and her love of words into one
outlet.
“Cooking is like digging into a toy
box, pulling out different building
blocks and seeing what I can make,”
she says. “I like to play with food and I
like to play with words. Writing a food
column has allowed me to do both.”
She has worked hard to bring
original recipes to Penn Lines readers.
For those who are into math, 11 years
works out to 132 columns with 396
recipes over her time at the magazine.
She has found her ideas in a variety of
places.

Finding inspiration
“If someone has a stack of cookbooks, I start browsing, looking for
interesting recipes,” she explains. “I
get an idea and run with it. It’s the
same when I eat out. I order something
I think I will really like. Then I go
home and try to re-create the recipe.
Once I was in a restaurant that served
a brownie in hot fudge sauce wrapped
in phyllo dough. I thought, ‘I can do
that.’ So I did and wrote about it in my
column. Traveling also provides good
inspiration. When my husband, Bryan,
and I were in Singapore several years
ago, we really enjoyed the chicken
satay (strips of chicken placed on a
skewer and cooked over an open fire
with different sauces). I came home
and replicated it for my column.”
This year, due to the pandemic, she’s
found a new way to expand her recipe
repertoire without travel or dining out.
“I pick a city, figure out the top-rated restaurants there and then study
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their menus online,” Hess says. “I have
found that’s a great way to identify food
trends.”
Saying she “never met a recipe she
didn’t mess with,” Hess is always
tweaking even her old favorites, but
she does make sure she doesn’t change
the proportions of yeast or other
leavening products in a recipe as that
always leads to problems.
When pressed to name a favorite recipe, she finally comes up with the old
standby of fruit pies, which she learned
to make at her mother’s knee.
“My mother was an excellent pie
baker,” she says. “The family joke was
that my father married my mother for
her pie-baking skills.”
As Hess bids Penn Lines readers
goodbye, she thanks everyone who has
contacted her about her recipes over
the past 11 years. She plans to continue to read the magazine and looks
forward to reading Kirchner’s recipe
columns. In an unusual twist, the
two women have known each other
for years, and have even spent time
cooking group meals together in their
church kitchen.

Anne Kirchner

FAMILY RECIPE: It’s sometimes easy to see which old family recipes — like this one from Janette
Hess handed down to her from her mother — are popular by how many smudges are on them.

Kirchner has pursued a different
professional path than Hess, although
it also has focused on food and writing.
Beginning at age 13, she followed an
older brother and sister into the food
service industry, working at a local tea
room for eight years during her summer breaks from school.
Even as she went to college, graduating with a degree in communications,
and after as she worked in the communications/public relations field, she
continued, as she puts it, “to off and on
dip into some form of the restaurant
industry.”
“If I was between jobs or needed
some extra money, waitressing was
an easy way to make quick cash,” she
explains.

From scratch
During one of those in-between
moments, she worked with someone
who took her under her wing and gave
her hands-on experience with being a
pastry chef and caterer. Kirchner was
hooked and began saving the money
she made at her regular job and side
catering jobs to start her own restaurant with her husband, Shane, a college
professor. Her dream of opening a
restaurant, Amics, came true in 2005.
The couple closed the successful
restaurant eight years later after they
realized their two young children were

suffering from their near-total involvement with the restaurant.
Kirchner, taking what she learned
through the years about cooking and
community relationships, wrote a
cookbook (“Amics: Creating Friendships through the Art of Food”) and
now works in a retail gourmet cooking
store, where she manages the demonstration kitchen and plans, organizes,
and teaches all of the store’s cooking
classes.
“My general love for food is driven
by how flavors blend,” she says. “I am
also one of those people who love the
beauty and color of the plate. Cooking is an art for me, my own form of
artwork. When I find a new recipe, I
prepare it as written, but rarely will it
be that way when I try it a second time
as I tweak it to make it better.”
When cooking for her own family,
she likes fast and simple recipes, leaning toward her mother’s family’s Italian
roots and the Mediterranean Food
Pyramid that features fruits, vegetables,
and whole grains. When entertaining,
she typically brings out her favorite
Spanish tapas (appetizers) recipes.
And, to no one’s surprise, she always
bakes from scratch.
Like Hess, Kirchner finds inspiration in old family recipes, reading
cookbooks and paying attention to
trends on social media sites. One place
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BY ANNE: Anne Kirchner, new recipe columnist
for Penn Lines, published her favorite recipes,
including this one for Apple Crostata, in a cookbook.

she doesn’t check, though, is cooking
shows, which she says she finds highlight perfection, not reality.
Surveys of Penn Lines readers
through the years have revealed that
Country Kitchen is one of the best-read
columns in the newsmagazine, so we
hope you join us in bidding a happy
retirement to one long-time columnist
and welcome to a new one who brings
the same love of cooking and writing
as previous columnists. l
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countrykitchen

No place like home
By Anne M. Kirchner

A

new year has begun, and many of us look forward to achieving our goals and
Trained in public relations, Anne
embracing opportunities as they unfold. For me, I am excited to visit your
M. Kirchner focuses her writing
home through the Country Kitchen cooking column. I am grateful for a new expeon human connections, travel
rience that showcases two of my chosen interests: cooking and writing. I truly find
and culinary arts. She enjoys
researching food origins,
comfort in creating friendships through the art of food. Thus, it seems very approexploring cooking techniques
priate to focus on comfort foods in my first article. As the winter months settle in,
and creating new recipes.
I invite you to warm up your kitchen, your appetites and your hearts with three of
my favorite comfort food recipes.
Corn Chowder is a hearty dish perfect for a cold winter’s night. Or consider serving it at lunchtime with a grilled cheese sandwich. Beef Stroganoff offers unforgettable flavors with fork-tender beef, earthy mushrooms and rich sour cream sauce. Counterbalance the saucy rich flavors with fresh green beans sautéed in olive oil and seasoned with salt and pepper. Be sure to serve the
Apple-Cranberry Crisp warm with vanilla ice cream or hand-whipped cream. And thank you for welcoming me into your home!

Corn Chowder
4 cups red potatoes,
diced
1/4 pound bacon, diced
2 tablespoons butter
1/2 yellow onion, diced
1/2 red pepper, diced
1/2 cup flour

4 cups water
1 tablespoon chicken
base
1 pound frozen corn
2 cups whole milk or
half-and-half
1/4 cup parsley, chopped

Beef Stroganoff
1/2 pound button
mushrooms, sliced
1/2 red onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
4 tablespoons butter,
divided
2 pounds round steak
(1/4-inch to 1/2-inch
thick)
3 tablespoons flour

1 teaspoon salt
1 1/2 teaspoons paprika
1 cup water
3 tablespoons red wine
vinegar
2 tablespoons tomato
paste
2 cups beef broth
1/2 cup sour cream

Apple-Cranberry Crisp
5 cups apples, peeled
and sliced
1 1/2 cups fresh
cranberries
1 cup granulated sugar
2 tablespoons flour
1 teaspoon cinnamon
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1 cup quick cooking
oatmeal
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup flour
1/3 cup butter
1/2 cup chopped pecans

Place potatoes in microwaveable bowl and cover with
water; microwave for 10 minutes or until tender. Drain
potatoes and save water. Brown bacon in stock pot until
crisp; add butter. Add yellow onion and red pepper;
cook until softened. Add flour and stir to coat all ingredients. Slowly add potato water and chicken base. Let
mixture thicken, then add drained potatoes. Simmer a
few minutes more; add frozen corn. Add whole milk or
half-and-half and keep on low heat. Add chopped parsley just before serving. Makes 6 to 8 two-cup servings.
Sauté mushrooms, onion, and garlic in 2 tablespoons
of butter and remove from skillet. Cut steak into thin
strips, removing fat and bone. Add 2 tablespoons of
butter to skillet and brown meat. Sprinkle flour, salt
and paprika over meat; add water and tomato paste.
Add red wine vinegar and beef broth; bring to a boil.
Reduce heat to simmer and cook until meat is tender,
about 30 minutes. Add sour cream, sautéed mushrooms and onions; keep warm until serving. Serve with
white rice or buttered noodles. Makes 4 to 6 servings.

Combine apples, cranberries, granulated sugar, flour
and cinnamon in large mixing bowl. Toss to coat fruit
and spoon into a greased 9x12-inch baking pan. Combine oatmeal, brown sugar and flour. Cut in butter,
then add chopped pecans. Sprinkle over fruit mixture
and bake in 350-degree oven for 30 to 40 minutes or
until the topping is golden brown and the apples are
tender. Makes 12 servings.
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No more New Year’s ‘Revolutions’
By Mitchell Kyd
“News from the Path Valley Hotel”

W

ait! What did you see in
that headline? Did your
brain instantly auto-correct
it to read New Year’s Resolutions?
That’s not surprising. Our brains make
those instantaneous, gee-this-looksfamiliar-so-it-must-actually-mean-this
substitutions. Cognitive studies show
that our brains jump to conclusions
about what will follow next when
reading, so although letters are missing
or otherwise scrambled within a word,
we’re able to comprehend the message.
Wikipedia has a word for that; it’s
typoglycemia.
New Year’s Resolutions have become
such a predictable part of starting a
new year that the folks who track such
things now have a documented list of
the annual commitments we make to
ourselves. Multiple sources agree the
top five goals are pretty consistent: lose
weight, improve finances, exercise, get
a new job, eat healthier.
Events of the last nine months have
certainly injected a new reality, making
some of those traditional targets either
extremely easy or totally impossible to
hit, depending on your brand of personal discipline. The research prior to
2020 also shows that only about 46%
of us actually make good on those piecrust promises that are easily made and
so easily broken.
With 2020 finally behind us (a year
that I’m definitely giving a one-star
rating and very bad Yelp! review), I
don’t want to be a failure in 2021 right
out of the chute. My mission is to put
an end to New Year’s Revolutions, and
I don’t mean revolts. I mean no more
revolving, as in going in circles, chas-

ing our own tails, making no progress.
Here’s my one-line commitment to
myself: wander less and wonder more.
“Busy is the new stupid,” say change
gurus Bill Gates and Warren Buffet.
Although I’m not sure how that sits
with farmers in lambing season or
working in a dairy barn at 4 a.m., I
do know 2020 changes taught me a
lot. I really didn’t need to self-induce
busyness by running somewhere every
day or robotically checking things off
a self-imposed list of what I imagined
was important. Slowing down to better
appreciate what I have and shifting
attention away from what I think I
want has already addressed the
No. 6 item on the great resolutions
list, which is to reduce stress. That’s
the wander less part.
The wonder piece comes even easier.
Generally, humans have evolved to
the point where it takes a lot to amaze
us. Put an astronaut on the moon?
That’s so last century. Put an affordable
device in the palm of our hands that
lets us instantly talk and send photos
across the globe, research every possible topic, and trade snarky, covert
comments during boring meetings?
The only moment we give that any
thought is when it isn’t working. This
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year, I’m making time to shift focus. I
want to be amazed again.
For starters, an ordinary breakfast
becomes amazing when you think
about the miracles on the plate.
Arrange two beautiful eggs, cooked to
perfection, next to a slice of buttered
toast with honey. Remember that while
the bees are doing their critical work of
pollinating so many plant species that
wouldn’t exist without them, they’re
also producing an antibacterial and
that luscious sweetener that never goes
bad. Ever. Archaeologists have found
edible honey that is more than 5,500
years old in ancient tombs. That’s a bit
beyond the expiration date on labels
in my pantry that include words like
butylated hydroxytoluene.
And eggs. Somehow, a chicken can
produce that fragile object inside her
body, plop it down perfectly under her
full weight, without looking, then get
on with her day as if nothing spectacular has happened. More remarkably, her
other job is to produce 11 duplicates,
then sit on all 12 for 21 days until the
next generation pecks their way out.
Here’s another wonder-filled thought;
she does all that without damaging one
shell. Humans developed packaging
solely for eggs yet can’t get a dozen
home from the store without breaking
them. Happy wondering! l
Yvonne Butts-Mitchell
writes and blogs (deadmousediaries.com) under the pen name
Mitchell Kyd. The “News from
the Path Valley Hotel” series
was inspired by her encounters
with contractors, critters and
assorted creepy crawlies while
rehabbing her family cabin after
its 17-year stint as a giant closet.
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Classified Advertisements
ISSUE MONTH

AD DEADLINE

March 2021		 January 18
April 2021		 February 17
May 2021		March 17

Penn Lines classiﬁed advertisements reach nearly 166,000 rural Pennsylvania households! Please note
ads must be received by the due date to be included in the requested issue month. Ads received beyond
the due date will run in the next available issue. Written notice of changes and cancellations must be received 30 days prior to the issue month. Classiﬁed ads will not be accepted by phone, fax or email. For
more information please contact Michelle M. Smith at 717-233-5704.

Please submit a clearly written or typed
sheet with the following required information:
o Cooperative members should please submit the mailing
label from Penn Lines as proof of membership.
o Non-members should submit name, address, phone number,
and email address, if applicable.
o Month(s) in which the ad is to run.
o Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.
o Heading ad should appear under, or name of special heading
(additional fee). See below for FREE heading options.
FREE Headings:
• Around the House
• Business Opportunities
• Employment Opportunities
• Gift & Craft Ideas
• Livestock & Pets
• Miscellaneous

• Motor Vehicles & Boats
• Nursery & Garden
• Real Estate
• Recipes & Food
• Tools & Equipment
• Vacations & Campsites
• Wanted to Buy

“AA” ROOFING

EXPERTS IN HARD-TO-FIND LEAKS! Roof
repairs – all types. House-barn roofs painted.
Slate work – chimney repairs. Southwestern PA
for over 40 years. Speedy service! 814-4454400.
AROUND THE HOUSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique
grandfather clock, mantel clock or old pocket
watch that needs restored, we can fix any
timepiece. Macks Clock Repair: 814-421-7992.

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7,
including postage. Both of these cookbooks
are a collection of recipes from men and women
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.
BUILDING SUPPLIES

FACTORY SECONDS of insulation, 4 x 8
sheets, foil back. R-Value 6.5 per inch. Great for
pole buildings, garages, etc. Many thicknesses
available. Also blue board insulation sheets. 814442-6032.

STEEL ROOFING AND SIDING. Over 25 years
in business. Several profiles cut to length. 29and 26-gauge best quality residential roofing –
40-year warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges,
accessories, etc. Installation available. Located
northwestern Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.
CONSULTING FORESTRY SERVICES

NOLL’S FORESTRY SERVICES. Timber
Sales, Appraisals, Forest Management
Plans, Forest Improvement Work, Wildlife
Habitat Management. FREE Timber Land
Recommendations. 30 years experience. Visit
www.nollsforestryservices.com. Call Ron, 724422-5525.
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CLASSIFIED AD SUBMISSION/RATES
Electric co-op members:
$20 per month for 30 words or less, plus 50¢ for each additional word.
Non-members:
$70 per month for 30 words or less, plus $1.50 for each additional word.
Ad in all CAPITAL letters:
Add 20 percent to total cost.
SPECIAL Headings:
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. Fee applies to any heading not
listed under “FREE Headings”, even if the heading is already appearing in Penn
Lines. For ads running a special heading in consecutive months, the fee is a onetime fee of either $5 or $10 for all consecutive insertions.
PAYMENT:
Please make CHECK/MONEY ORDER payable to: PREA/Penn Lines.
Insertion of classiﬁed ad serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.
SEND COMPLETED AD COPY AND PAYMENT TO:
Penn Lines Classiﬁeds • P.O. Box 1266 • Harrisburg, PA 17108

CONSULTING FORESTRY SERVICES

CENTRE FOREST RESOURCES. Forest
Management Services, Wildlife Habitat
Management, Timber Sales, Appraisals. Collegeeducated, professional, ethical foresters working
for you. FREE Timber Consultation. 814-5717130.

RAYSTOWN FORESTRY CONSULTING
timber sales, appraisals, wildlife habitat
management. Dedicated to sustainable harvests
for present and future generations to enjoy. 45
years experience. 814-448-0040 or 814-4482405.
GIFT & CRAFT IDEAS

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7,
including postage. Both of these cookbooks
are a collection of recipes from men and women
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.
HEALTH INSURANCE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your
health insurance? We cater to rural America’s
health insurance needs. For more information,
call 800-628-7804. Call us regarding Medicare
supplements, too.
HUNTING LEASES

WANTED HUNTING LAND – There is a current
demand for hunting leases. Call for evaluation
of your property. Professionally managed.
Generate yearly income. $1,000,000 liability
insurance. Know who is on your property. www.
nollsforestryservices.com. Call Ron. 724-4225525.
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LIVESTOCK

SCOTTISH HIGHLAND BULL. 4½ years old.
Unregistered. Proven. Red. Nice temperament
and high quality. $1,750 OBO. 814-793-4725
or 814-935-5127.

THREE SCOTTISH HIGHLAND BRED
COWS. Unregistered. 6, 4, and 3 years old.
Wonderful mothers. Due Spring 2021. Bred by
same Scottish Highland bull. $800 each. 814793-4725 or 814-935-5127.
MASONRY REPAIRS

SPECIALIZING IN RESTORING AND
REPAIRING masonry structures. We love
old churches! Serving Western PA for 25
years. Contact Russ, Crane Masonry. www.
cranemasonry.com. 724-465-0225.
MEISINGER GUNSMITH & LATHE CO.

GUNSMITH & MACHINE WORK. FFL,
repairs, restorations, customizations,
Cerakote, immersion bluing, appraisals and
histories, consignment sales. Full service. Gift
certificates! Like us at: www.facebook.com/
gunsmithandlathe. Bob at MG&L. 724-6758046.
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE: Buckets, forks, thumbs, grapple
buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders,
backhoes and excavators. Tires for backhoes,
rubber tire loaders and excavators also. Call 814329-0118.

WOOD FURNACE. Greenwood Model 100
(indoor model). Heat up to 4,000 sq. ft. Works
great/very efficient. $1,500. Email: rakdc@
yahoo.com. Mount Pleasant area. Call or text
724-221-4229.

Classified Advertisements
POWDER COATING

ALMOST ANYTHING METAL can be powder
coated: auto parts, lawn furniture, wheels, etc.
Restores, protects, preserves. 1,200-degree
manifold coating. Arthurs Powder Coating, 263
Sexton Road, Indiana, PA 15701. 724-349-3770.
REAL ESTATE

VIRGINIA’S EASTERN SHORE. Fishermen and
beach lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake
Bay or Atlantic Ocean within minutes. Waterside
Village 3/4-acre homesites near marina from
$18,000 with fenced and locked RV/camper
storage available. Beach access nearby.
Waterfront sites available on bayside and seaside.
Many free boat ramps within minutes. Low, low
taxes. Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

THINKING OF SELLING or want a free market
analysis of your property? We specialize in farms,
land and getaways. www.juniatarealty.com. Give
Juniata Realty a call at 814-652-2234.
RECIPES & FOOD

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7,
including postage. Both of these cookbooks
are a collection of recipes from men and women
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.

WANTED – OLD BARNS

SHAKLEE

FREE SAMPLE Shaklee’s Energy Tea.
Combination red, green and white teas that are
natural, delicious, refreshing, safe. For sample
or more information on tea or other Shaklee
Nutrition/Weight Loss Products: 800-4033381 or sbarton.myshaklee.com.
SPORTS/HEALTH

BAT CADDY ELECTRIC golf caddy, Model
X4R - $325, Health Gear heat & massage
inversion table - $125, HeatWave infrared
sauna, 3-person, many extras - $800. 814-6433395.
TRACTOR PARTS – REPAIR/RESTORATION

ARTHURS TRACTORS, specializing in vintage
Ford tractors, 30 years experience, online
parts catalog/prices, Indiana, PA 15701.
Contact us at 877-254-FORD (3673) or www.
arthurstractors.com.
VACATIONS & CAMPSITES

NEW SMYRNA BEACH, Fla., condo rental.
Two bedrooms, two baths, pool. 200 yards from
beach. Not available January-March. $650 per
week or $2,400 per month. 814-979-8058 or
814-635-4020.

WE BUY QUALIFIED OLD BARNS. We
also dismantle old sheds, warehouses, and
outbuildings. No Sunday calls. Call 814-7669925.
WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC American, and foreign
cars, motorcycles, trucks, Broncos, Blazers
and Scouts. Any condition. Will buy entire car
collections. krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-5778206.
ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC motorcycles wanted.
All makes and sizes. BSA, Norton, Triumph,
Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, etc.
krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-8206.
BUYING VINTAGE HONDA motorcycles. 19601980. XR-75, CT70, ST90, SL70, Z50, CL70,
CT90, S90 – all types big and small. Parts
collections, parts bikes, non-running, rough, all
considered. 724-972-8701.

VINTAGE WOMEN’S and children’s clothing
from the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s. Men’s work
wear/farm wear/denim 1900s-1950s. Please
call or text photos of items to 814-386-5763.

See what a difference it makes…

Classifieds

Attention High School Seniors
At least five $1,000 Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association Scholarships in Memory of
William F. Matson are available for the 2021-22 college year.
Who is eligible?
The Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association Scholarship Trust Fund in Memory of William F. Matson is offering scholarships to sons and daughters of members
and employees of electric cooperatives in Pennsylvania and New Jersey who belong
to the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association. Applicants must currently be high
school seniors and be able to furnish necessary aptitude test scores and financial need
information. At least five $1,000, one-time scholarships will be awarded.

Important dates to remember
All applications and required information must be received no later than
May 7, 2021. Finalists will be sent a follow-up questionnaire that must be
returned by June 18, 2021. Scholarship awards will be announced at the
Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association Summer Meeting in July 2021.

How to apply
To receive an application, simply fill out and mail the accompanying coupon
or contact your local electric cooperative office. If you would like to receive
the application via email, please include your email address or visit our website,
www.prea.com, for more information.

Applicant:
To request a scholarship application, mail coupon to:
The Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association Scholarship
Trust Fund in Memory of William F. Matson
P. O. Box 1266
Harrisburg, Pa. 17108-1266
Or visit www.prea.com/prea-scholarship-trust-fund-memory-william-f-matson

fill out and mail this coupon
Please send me an application for the 2021-22 Pennsylvania
Rural Electric Association Scholarship Trust Fund in Memory
of William F. Matson. I am a high school senior and the son
or daughter of a member or employee of an electric cooperative in
Pennsylvania and New Jersey who belongs to the Pennsylvania
Rural Electric Association.
___________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________
Address
___________________________________________
Town or City
___________________________________________
State
Zip
___________________________________________
Email address
___________________________________________
Name of Electric Cooperative

ruralreflections

Congratulations, 2020 winners

H

undreds of Penn Lines readers submitted photos for the 2020 Rural Reflections contest, and a panel of independent judges selected the year’s winning
entries. Each winner in the categories of most artistic, best landscape, best
human subject, best animal subject and editor’s choice will receive a $75 prize, but all
of the readers who submitted photos during the past year deserve our appreciation.
In February, Penn Lines will publish the judges’ other favorite photos. Runner-up
winners will each receive $25. In March, we will begin publishing 2021 photos.
To be eligible for the 2021 contest prizes, send your snapshots (no professional
photos, please) to Penn Lines Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266.
Include your name, address, phone number and the name of the electric cooperative
that serves your residence, business or seasonal home.
Remember, our publication deadlines require that we work ahead, so send your
seasonal photos in early. We need spring photos before mid-March, summer photos
before mid-May, fall photos before mid-July and winter photos before mid-September. Please note: 2020 photos that were accompanied by self-addressed, stamped
envelopes will be returned in early February. l
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