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keepingcurrent

News from across the Commonwealth

Long-term state park plan 
emphasizes inclusion and 
improvements

Pennsylvanians rediscovered state 
parks during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and now officials have come up with a 
new strategic plan to adapt these out-
door spaces to meet the public’s growing 
demand and changing recreation needs. 

In July, Gov. Tom Wolf announced 
the long-term effort, which focuses on 
improving facilities and services and 
promoting equity and inclusion. The 
25-year initiative is known as “Penn’s 
Parks for All — A Plan for Pennsylva-
nia’s State Parks of Tomorrow.”

“The opportunity to enjoy the beauty 
and recreational opportunities in state 
parks and forests was critical to our 
mental and physical health during the 

Raptor recovery: Peregrine 
falcons make a comeback

The peregrine falcon may be the 
world’s fastest animal but it’s taken 
more than 40 years for the raptor to 
make a comeback in Pennsylvania.

Now, however, the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission is on the verge 
of reclassifying the bird’s status from 
threatened to protected. The final vote 
on the proposal is expected this month.

“There is no question the population 
has recovered to the point where it is 
secure and is stable,” Art McMorris, the 
commission’s peregrine falcon coordi-
nator, said at a recent board of commis-
sioners meeting.

There were about 44 pairs of pere-
grine falcons before they disappeared 
from Pennsylvania in the first half of 
the 20th century. The Commonwealth 
has at least 73 pairs now, including a 
population of peregrines in southwest-
ern Pennsylvania, where they didn’t 
exist before. 

“We have brought the population 
back to the point where it is secure and 
it has recovered,” McMorris said. “They 
don’t need extra help from humans 
anymore.”

As the spotted lanternfly continues to spread through-
out the state, many people may be seeing them in their 
area for the first time. 

The state Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources is encouraging Pennsylvanians to take the 
following steps to prevent the spread of the insect on 
your property and in your community:

k   Learn to identify and remove egg masses at extension.psu.edu/how-to-remove-
spotted-lanternfly-eggs.

k   If you are in a quarantine area, “look before you leave” to avoid transporting lan-
ternflies to new locations. A helpful resource is the state Department of Agricul-
ture’s “resident checklist,” which you can follow to thoroughly inspect vehicles, 
trailers, and other outdoor items before moving in or out of quarantine locations. 
To download a copy of the checklist, visit agriculture.pa.gov, go to the “Plants, 
Land & Water” tab and choose “Spotted Lanternfly.” You can also sign up for “The 
Spotted Lanternflyer” e-newsletter at the website.

k   Report spotted lanternfly sightings online at extension.psu.edu/have-you-seen-a-
spotted-lanternfly or call 888-4BAD-FLY (888-422-3359) between 8 a.m. and  
5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

k   Apply for a spotted lanternfly permit, which is mandatory for businesses, agen-
cies, and organizations that move regulated articles, including live and dead trees, 
garden plants and produce, construction materials, and wooden boxes and crates  
in and out of quarantine areas.

Seek and destroy: Join the fight to prevent  
the spread of the spotted lanternfly

pandemic,” Gov. Wolf said during a 
visit to Pine Grove Furnace State Park 
in Gardners, where he unveiled the 
blueprint. “As we get back on track, we 
need to ensure generations to come will 
have the same opportunities, and that 
all Pennsylvanians feel connected to 
their state parks.”

The state Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources has already started 
implementing some of the 87 strategies, 
which address such issues as over-
crowding and funding, along with trail 
and concession improvements.

The plan also includes eight specific 
strategies for ensuring diversity, equity 
and inclusion.

To learn more about “Penn’s Parks 
for All,” go to dcnr.pa.gov and click on 
“State Parks.”l
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energymatters

Computer hacking is a top news 
story these days, and for years, 
electric cooperatives have 

focused on blocking cyber threats from 
interfering with the nationwide electric 
grid of wires and poles that keeps our 
lights on.

You can also help to defend against 
that electronic mischief. And you 
should. Because when using inter-
net-connected devices like your smart-
phone, you’re instantly connected to 
the grid.

The network of power lines, trans-
formers and substations adds up to an 
incredibly complex system that reliably 
brings us the conveniences of modern 
life. That network is transforming into 
a “smart grid” that does an even better 
job of delivering electricity. It’s adding 
renewable energy sources like solar 
and wind power, which call for sophis-
ticated software to figure out how to 
keep power flowing at night or when 
the wind isn’t blowing. Computer 
algorithms make plans for the most 
efficient and reliable operations when 
forecasts call for storms, wildfires, or 
increased power use.

Making such modern miracles hap-
pen means joining with another domi-
nant part of today’s world: the internet.

The blink-of-an-eye speed of balanc-
ing the generation of electricity with 
your flip of a light switch relies heavily 
on the electronically connected world. 
The internet is not only incredibly 
useful, but it’s also a target for trouble-
makers, from lone, self-taught experts 
to international crime rings.

Electric utilities know this and work 
every day through their own offices 
and national organizations on cyber-
safety. 

You can take smart steps, too, to 

protect yourself and the electric grid. 
Because the power grid uses the inter-
net, that means that your internet-con-
nected devices are also part of the grid: 
computers, security cameras, printers, 
smart TVs, health monitors –– even 
cars and lightbulbs can be connected 
to the internet.

Here are the top tips experts advise 
to defend against hackers:

Lock the front door.
If you have wireless internet in your 

home, the traffic comes in through the 
router. If you take just one step, create 
a strong password for that router and 
set a reminder to change the password 
regularly.

Use a secret code.
Weak passwords make things easier 

for hackers. A study found the most-
used password in 2021 was — you 
guessed it — “123456.” A more secure 
option uses a combination of upper-
case and lower-case letters, numbers, 
and special symbols like “&” or “!.” 

There are apps to help you remem-
ber passwords. A simple, old-fashioned 

notebook can also work as long as 
you’re certain you’ll never lose it, and 
no one else has access to it. And be 
aware that every major internet-con-
nected appliance comes with its own 
factory-installed password that you 
should change right away. The pass-
word for my smart TV was — you 
guessed it — “123456.”

Stay vigilant.
If you receive an email with an 

attachment you weren’t expecting, 
don’t open the attachment. If you get 
a message with a link you didn’t know 
was coming, don’t click it. Even if it’s 
from a friend, phone them and ask 
if they sent it since hackers can send 
messages using your friend’s email 
address.

Stay state-of-the-art.
Your computer and other devices will 

regularly offer updates — install them. 
They often contain security updates to 
protect against the latest cyberthreats. 
They will come to you directly through 
your computer, phone, or printer, so 
don’t be fooled by an email or message 
saying it’s an update. You can also go 
online and search for news about any 
updates to your device.

October is National Cybersecurity 
Awareness Month, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has titled 
this year’s theme, “If you connect it, 
protect it.” That’s good advice for your 
home — and for the electric grid. l

Paul Wesslund writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the 
national trade association representing 
more than 900 local electric cooperatives. 
From growing suburbs to remote farm-
ing communities, electric co-ops serve 
as engines of economic development for 
42 million Americans across 56% of the 
nation’s landscape.

Working together to combat cyberattacks
By Paul Wesslund
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Always remember

By Jill M. Ercolino 
Senior Editor/Writer
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The smoke may have cleared, but 
20 years later, the memories 
linger.

Dave Dovala recalls walking out of 
New York City’s Penn Station into the 
bright sunshine. For reasons he still 
doesn’t understand, Dovala was drawn 
to a street artist who was recreating 
the city’s skyline and landmarks with 
a trio of unusual tools, a belt buckle, 
a can opener and spray paint. On one 
completed canvas, tiny lights glittered 
in the windows of the World Trade 
Center’s twin towers.

Dovala, a member of Bedford Rural 
Electric Cooperative (REC), plunked 
down $30 for the art and left to enjoy 
the weekend with his family.

Two days later, on Sept. 11, 2001, 

Dovala would cross paths with the 
towers again. This time, he would 
narrowly escape death.

Roxanne Sullivan and her family 
were spared, too. 

United Airlines Flight 93, one of 
four commercial airliners that terrorists 
hijacked and used as weapons that day, 
crashed in the reclaimed strip mine  
behind her Stonycreek Township 
home, killing everyone on board. 

Sullivan, a member of Somerset 
REC, was visiting a friend when she 
heard the news. Panicked, she jumped 
in her SUV and sped home, hoping she 
still had one. She did. 

Overcome with grief and relief, she 
remembers cradling her dog and cry-
ing for three days. 

“How do you handle an airliner 
crashing in your backyard?” Sullivan 
wonders now. “You don’t.”

Steve Aaron was with then-Gov.  
Tom Ridge when he flew to Somerset 
County to view the Flight 93 crash site 
and meet with family members and 
news crews in nearby Shanksville, a 
quiet, rural community of 250. 

It wasn’t until the governor’s heli-

Legacy of Flight 93 lives on 20 years later
HALLOWED GROUND: The final resting place 
of the 40 passengers and crew on Flight 93 
is considered to be hallowed ground. The site 
in Shanksville is now home to a 2,200-acre 
national memorial that ensures America always 
remembers the heroism these strangers dis-
played on Sept. 11, 2001. 
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copter lifted off for Harrisburg that 
Aaron, Ridge’s deputy communications 
director, had a moment to reflect on 
the day’s events. 

The roar of the helicopter made 
it impossible to have a conversation 
with anyone. Instead, Aaron stared at 
the horizon, awash in brilliant streaks 
of color — blues, reds, pinks and 
yellows. 

“In that silence,” he says, “I noticed 
the beautiful sunset. It was so striking 
compared to the ugliness of that day.”

Shanksville becomes a 
household name

America — and Americans — 
changed on Sept. 11, 2001, something 
those who are old enough to remem-
ber the attacks will understand. The 
nation’s sense of security was shat-
tered, but from that loss, unity and 
patriotism emerged.

Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless the 
USA” became the anthem, and one 
verse in particular, “I’m proud to be an 
American,” captured the spirit of the 
time.

Since then, however, 75 million 
people have been born in the U.S., 
which means that a third of the popu-
lation has no tangible ties to the single 
deadliest terrorist attack on U.S. soil. 
This raises a concern. Will this pivotal 
point in history — and the bravery 
that defined it — fade into obscurity? 

The phrase “never forgotten,” which 
pops up in unexpected places in and 
around Pennsylvania’s Flight 93 Na-
tional Memorial, indicates otherwise. 
Those words and variations of them 
appear on handwritten notes to the 
passengers and crew that are tacked 
to a bulletin board near the Wall of 
Names and on plaques at the local fire 
company.

And for many, the phrase has  
become a promise — and a pledge.  

“Forty people died in my backyard,” 
Sullivan says, “and I have a need to 
take care of them — probably until the 
day I die.” 

A volunteer ambassador at the 
memorial, she is among a group of 
Shanksville area residents who have 

developed a deep connection to  
Flight 93 and dedicated the past two 
decades to protecting, preserving, and 
telling its story. 

Their work, they say, was born out of 
respect and gratitude for the 40 heroes 
aboard the plane and their families, 
and it ensures that future generations 
will always remember what happened 
in the skies over Pennsylvania, where 
many believe the war on terror began. 

Flight recordings indicate that some 
30,000 feet in the air, the passengers 
and crew fought four extremist hijack-
ers with makeshift weapons to retake 
control of Flight 93, en route that 
morning from Newark, N.J., to San 
Francisco, Calif. Calls made from the 
flight to loved ones on the ground had 
confirmed the worst: The terrorists on 
board were part of a coordinated effort 
to kill thousands while crippling the 
U.S. government.
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KEEPING THE LIGHTS ON: Flames from the downed airliner melted nearby power lines. Initially, 
federal officials told the staff at Somerset Rural Electric Cooperative that it would be several weeks 
before the co-op could repair the damage, but employees persevered: They restored members’  
electricity within eight hours of the crash, instead of the predicted eight weeks.

They succeeded on one front: nearly 
3,000 innocent Americans died.

The first hijacked plane, out of  
Boston, hit the north tower of the World 
Trade Center at 8:46 a.m. The second, 
also out of Boston, struck the south  
tower at 9:03 a.m. The third plane, leav-
ing Washington, D.C., slammed into the 
Pentagon at 9:37 a.m.

News of the errant airliners spread 
quickly, and like much of the world, 
Shanksville’s residents were glued to 
the live TV coverage. Somerset REC 
employees were among them.

“I remember looking around at my 
staff and seeing the fear in their eyes,” 
says Rich Bauer, then-general manag-
er of Somerset REC who now serves 
as president & CEO of Valley REC 
in Huntingdon. “One of them even 
thanked God that we lived in rural 
America because things like this don’t 
happen here.”
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co-op could repair the damage, but the 
staff persevered: They restored mem-
bers’ electricity within eight hours 
of the crash, instead of the predicted 
eight weeks.

“Truly, it was a miracle; things just 
fell into place,” Bauer says. “Going 
into it, the Somerset staff all had the 
same attitude: This was for America, 
so it was all hands on deck. And we 
did what we do best: improvise, over-
come, and adapt.”

Looking back, Shaffer says that 
some things have changed, but others 
haven’t. For instance, curious reporters 
still ask him to relive the day’s events, 
usually as Sept. 11 draws closer. So he 
tells them about the smoldering crater 
left behind by the flaming wreckage, 
the blank faces of the firefighters who 
had never experienced anything like 
this, and the media outlets that came 
from around the world to tell the 
Flight 93 story. 

Or so they thought.
At 10:03 a.m., Flight 93 came 

screaming out of the sky at 563 miles 
per hour and slammed into a grassy 
field about a mile outside of town. 
In that moment, Shanksville became 
a household name, and Flight 93 
became the only hijacked airliner to be 
diverted from its target, thanks to the 
passengers and crew.

“Around here, we measure time two 
ways: before the plane crash and after 
the plane crash,” says Terry Shaffer, 
the now-retired chief of the Shanks-
ville Volunteer Fire Department and a 
member of Somerset REC.

The massive disaster would put  
people like Shaffer and Bauer to the 
test. Among the first on the scene, the 
pair say nothing could have prepared 
them for what they found: death, de-
struction and heartbreak.

“We relied a lot on instinct and com-
mon sense,” Shaffer says.

Bauer, a young manager at the time, 
agrees: “You can’t plan for this. You 
just react.”

‘They’re the heroes’
Flames from the downed airliner 

melted nearby power lines, one of 
many challenges the co-op’s team 
would overcome, Bauer says. The 
crash site also had been declared a 
federal crime scene, which also threat-
ened to slow the co-op’s response.

Initially, federal officials told Bauer 
it would be several weeks before the 

Shaffer also talks about the fire sta-
tion, which became a gathering place 
for grieving families and inquisitive 
out-of-towners, the bumper-to-bumper 
traffic, and the stress of it all on locals.

Mostly, though, the former fire chief 
prefers to focus on the passengers and 
crew of Flight 93, a group of strangers, 
ranging in age from 20 to 79, who 
would make history.

Forty-six minutes after take-off from 
Newark, the hijackers commandeered 
the cockpit, herded the travelers to the 
rear of the plane, and turned the airlin-
er around toward its most likely target, 
the U.S. Capitol Building. 

What the hijackers didn’t count on 
was a mid-air rebellion, which resulted 
in the plane nosediving into a vacant 
field, just 20 air minutes from Washing-
ton, D.C., and a mere mile and a half 
away from a local school. Miraculously, 
no one on the ground was killed.

There’s evidence that the passengers 

PAYING TRIBUTE: As news spread that  
Flight 93, one of four airliners hijacked by  
terrorists on Sept. 11, 2001, had crashed in a 
field in Shanksville, visitors and media flocked to 
the scene. Mementoes for the 40 passengers 
and crew, above, were left behind at several 
temporary memorials. Terry Shaffer, left, now- 
retired chief of the Shanksville Volunteer Fire 
Department, opened the fire company’s doors 
to the grieving families as the small, rural com-
munity was thrust into the international spotlight. 
Shaffer is a member of Somerset Rural Electric 
Cooperative.
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(continues on page 14)

and crew had voted to launch a coun-
terattack, one that required them to 
sacrifice their lives so that many others 
could be spared. 

“The real story isn’t about our 
response,” Shaffer says. “That plane 
never would have crashed and ended 
up here if the people onboard hadn’t 
fought back. They’re the heroes.”

“They realized their fate and took 
action; they weren’t paralyzed,” says 
Shaffer’s wife, Kathie, who became 
Flight 93’s oral historian and knows 
more than most about the people 
and their actions. “Who wouldn’t be 
inspired by their story?”

‘We will remember’ 
Today, the final resting place of Flight 

93’s passengers and crew is hallowed 
ground and home of the Flight 93 Na-
tional Memorial, a 2,200-acre landscape 
tribute that ensures America never 
forgets, National Park Service Superin-
tendent Stephen Clark says. 

“Every Sept. 11, we will remember,” 
he says. “We will never let that day go 
by without honoring those 40 passen-
gers and crew.” (To learn more about 
the Flight 93 National Memorial and 
this month’s observance of the crash, 
go to nps.gov.)

Roxanne Sullivan says she’s always 

had a place in her heart for the  
40 heroes, and calls the Flight 93  
Memorial “a sad, but beautiful place.” 

The acres of grassy fields, trees and 
wildflowers, and the reverential trib-
utes to the passengers and crew, which 
include the Wall of Names and the 
Tower of Voices, are a stark contrast to 
the scorched land of 20 years ago. 

Then, it was swarming with inves-
tigators and police, who were reluc-
tant to allow Sullivan and her family 
to stay in their home, which abutted 
the crime scene. Eventually, officials 
relented under three conditions:  
The Sullivans had to check in with 
police when arriving and leaving, they 
couldn’t have visitors, and when home, 
they couldn’t go beyond their property 
line. 

“The first night was really horrible 
with all of the helicopters,” Sullivan 
recalls. “All I could think about was 
what was going to happen to us.”

She says curious onlookers would 
gather in her neighborhood, leaving 
Bibles, letters, stuffed animals and 
other mementoes. Touched by the 
trinkets, Sullivan created a makeshift 
memorial on her land for the Flight 93 
dead. It eased her sadness.

“I was doing something for them,” 
she says. “I wanted to help.”

On a hill closer to the crash site, 
the Stonycreek Township supervisors 
erected another temporary memorial, 
a chain link fence lined with ply-
wood. Over time, they added benches, 
flagpoles and a maintenance shed to 

THE CARETAKERS: Residents of Shanksville 
have developed a deep connection to Flight 93, 
and many have dedicated the past two decades 
to protecting, preserving, and telling its story. 
Their work, they say, ensures that future gener-
ations will always remember what happened in 
the skies over Pennsylvania, where many believe 
the war on terror began. They include Roxanne 
Sullivan, top photo, who catalogued thousands 
of mementoes left behind. In the bottom photo, 
Kathie Shaffer, left, conducted nearly 900 inter-
views, the basis for Flight 93’s oral history, while 
her sister, Donna Glessner, was instrumental 
in recruiting the first local “ambassadors” to 
greet and educate crash site visitors. All three 
women are members of Somerset Rural Electric 
Cooperative. 
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Your Newsmagazine Through the Years
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New state regulations 
replace the traditional 
two-week antlered 
deer season and 
subsequent two-day 
doe season with a 
concurrent antlered 
and antlerless deer 
season.

Pennsylvania has 
many rivers and 
streams that provide 
excellent conditions 
for whitewater 
rafting, an exciting 
way to see some of 
the Commonwealth’s 
more rugged regions.

Economite Hill in 
Warren County 
occupies a small 
chapter in the story 
of the Economites 
(also known as the 
Harmonists) and 
their radical social 
experiment.

Articles and an 
editorial examine 
the U.S. educational 
system and wonder 
why young people 
fresh out of high 
school and college 
are having trouble 
finding jobs.

The Governor’s Marcellus Shale Advisory Commission 
releases a report assessing the impact of the natural gas 
industry in Pennsylvania. The group studied several 

major areas, including infrastructure, economic and workforce 
development, local impacts and emergency response, and public 
health, safety, and environmental protection. 

Some of the most intense development during the gas rush 
has been occurring in Bradford, Susquehanna and Tioga coun-
ties, where drilling permits have been skyrocketing. In Bradford 
County’s Asylum Township, for instance, strips of rural land are 
turning into industrial parks.

The commission’s report reveals benefits: Unemployment has 
been dropping rapidly in counties with a high concentration of 
natural gas drilling activity. In addition, more than 500 shale- 
related businesses have been created. The average wage for core 
Marcellus Shale industries is $73,150, and $63,871 for ancillary 
industries. Meanwhile, the average wage in Pennsylvania is 
$45,747.

“Quite frankly, there are a lot more high-paying jobs,” says 
Craig Harting, CEO of Sullivan County Rural Electric Coopera-
tive. “And it’s a rising tide that has lifted all boats.”



2020 Annual 
Report

(Photo Credit: REA Lineman)
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WE ARE very pleased to report to you, our 
member-owners, on the condition of your 
cooperative. The year 2020 was a good but 
challenging year for the cooperative due to 
the pandemic. The cooperative’s financial 
performance during the year allowed us 
to continue improving our system and 
reliability. 

Following are some of our 2020 accom-
plishments:

Finance
Financially, REA Energy experienced an 

overall increase in revenue in 2020. How-
ever, despite an average 5% rate increase, 
our electricity sales of $44,866,837 only 
increased 2% due to a decrease in commer-
cial consumption. 

Our cost of power totaled $22,071,267 
due to the competitive wholesale rates we 
received from Allegheny Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., our power supplier, and the benefits 
provided by our load management system.

This combination of decreased kilo-
watt-hour sales, reduced expenses due to 
COVID-19, reasonable power costs and a 
$1.9 million patronage allocation from our 
wholesale electric power supplier allowed 
us to record a net margin of $6,083,146, 
which met the requirements of our mort-
gage holders. REA Energy also retired 
$367,781 of capital credits. 

Detailed financial statements can be 
found on subsequent pages of this issue of 
Penn Lines. The cooperative’s records were 
audited by an independent accounting 
firm, which issued a clean audit opinion.

Member services
REA Energy Cooperative continued to 

expand member services in 2020, including: 
k   Communicated regularly to member-

ship regarding COVID-19 information.
k   Held first virtual annual meeting due 

to COVID-19 safety concerns.
k   Held a Member Appreciation Month 

in October.
k   Continued enhancements to the coop-

erative’s website, reaenergy.com. 
k   Began offering the ability to sign up 

for service online.
k   Increased the use of mobile devices in 

field vehicles for up-to-date informa-
tion flow. 

k   Continued communicating with our 
members via regular posts to the 

cooperative’s social media pages, Penn 
Lines articles and printed material.

k   Fairly maintained our accounts re-
ceivable levels to make our cash flow 
more predictable, thus reducing costs 
for all members.

k   Continued promoting Touchstone 
Energy®/TSE Services, a national 
cooperative that provides benefits 
for our members. Members who take 
advantage of the Co-op Connections 
programs enjoy numerous discounts.

k   Further promoted and enhanced the 
“Members Sharing with Members” 
fund to help members in need due to 
unemployment or financial hardship.

k   Further developed our Match Assis-
tance Fund to help members in need 
with bills and faulty services. 

k   Encouraged large commercial mem-
bers (key accounts) to expand on our 
system, which may reduce costs for all 
members.

Adhering to our core principles, REA 
Energy will continue to enhance existing 
programs and offer new technology to 
better serve our members.

REA Energy Services
REA Energy Services, our for-profit sub-

sidiary, continued to be successful in 2020 
due to an increase in commercial customers. 
REA Energy Services had solid sales in 
all four business lines, including heating, 
ventilation and air-conditioning products 
(HVAC), electrical contracting, generators, 
and tree trimming.

REA Energy Services installs most types 
of HVAC systems, such as electric boilers 
and three major heat pumps, including 
ductless, air-source, and geothermal. By 
keeping an emphasis on education and 
cost-saving benefits of these products, we 
continue to install many of these systems 
and anticipate future interest from mem-
bers due to volatile fossil fuel prices versus 
low REA Energy electric rates. Since profits 
from this for-profit subsidiary go back to 
the cooperative, the subsidiary’s success 
helps to keep rates low.

Most of our products, such as heat 
pumps, provide direct profits to the  
cooperative and also increase electric sales, 
which helps to keep rates low. Not only 
does the cooperative benefit from the sub-
sidiary, members benefit from purchasing 

high-efficiency products, which saves them 
money on monthly energy bills. 

Our electrical contracting business 
line continues to provide safe electrical 
upgrades to our residential consumers 
and provides solutions for commercial 
consumers. Our load technicians play a 
pivotal role in increasing electric sales by 
providing services at a competitive price. 
This service makes it easier for commercial 
and industrial accounts to locate on coop-
erative lines, which increases sales.

REA Energy Services recorded approx-
imately $740,065 in revenue for 2020. 
The solid sales numbers were due to great 
customer service, honesty and exceptional 
value, making REA Energy Services the 
company of choice for many people.

REA Energy Services will be offering 
more convenient and energy-efficient 
products and services in the future. Think 
of us for any future contracting jobs and 
tell a friend about our excellent products 
and services.

Rights-of-way
REA Energy constantly monitors the re-

liability of our power system. Each year, an 
outage summary report identifies areas that 
need attention and, based on past history, 
where future outages are most likely to 
occur. Tree-related outages accounted for 
28.5% of all outage hours in 2020.

Last year, the cooperative spent more 
than $4.5 million on cutting rights-of-way 
for line extensions to serve new customers, 
as well as on regular cutting and herbicide 
treatments for existing rights-of-way. Con-
tributions for rights-of-way were made by 
various companies and members in 2020.

Areas we focused on in 2020 were:
k   Locust Substation – cut 82 miles.
k   Latimer Substation – cut 26 miles.
k   Livermore Substation – cut 108 miles.
k   Fairview Substation – cut 69 miles.
k   Georgeville Substation – cut 124 miles.
Maintaining rights-of-way remains a very 

time-consuming and labor-intensive task.
If you notice trees that present an immedi-
ate threat to the cooperative’s power lines, 
please contact us so we can investigate.

Reliability/system  
improvements

REA Energy strives to provide reliable 
electric service to members. This past year, 

2020 Executive Report
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the cooperative rebuilt 27.4 miles of line 
across the system. Rebuilding, relocation 
and upgrading of electric lines included:
Overhead – 27.4 miles

k   Belsano Substation, Bechel Lane Tap 
– 0.4 miles.

k   Birtle Metering Point, Mac’s Tire Cir-
cuit – 1.5 miles.

k   Browns Crossroads Metering Point, 
Streams Nursery – 2.1 miles.

k   Cherryhill Substation, Apache Drive 
to Geesey Road – 1 mile. 

k   Clyde Substation, Boliver Y Circuit – 
6.8 miles.

k   Georgeville Substation, Wells Road – 
1.2 miles.

k   Georgeville Substation, Route 210 to 
Plumville – 2.2 miles.

k   Indiana Substation, North Martin 
Road to St. Clair Road – 1.9 miles.

k   Laurel Substation, King’s II Ridge 
Road Rebuild & Relocation – 3.3 
miles.

k   Laurel Substation, King’s II Gwizdak 
Hollow, Section 2 – 0.9 miles.

k   Parkwood Substation, Cunningham 
Road – 0.4 miles.

k   Reese Substation, Vale Wood Circuit 
Larry Stem Rebuild – 1.1 miles.

k   St. Augustine Substation, Nagles 
Crossroads to CH School – 2 miles.

k   St. Augustine Substation, Nagles Cross-
roads to St. Augustine – 1.8 miles.

k   Washington Substation, Redding Run 
– 0.8 miles.

Substation/metering point
k   Georgeville Substation – Rebuild fail-

ing retaining wall around Georgeville 
Substation.

REA Energy is in the fourth year of its 
four- and 10-year work plans. The four-
year work plan ran from 2017 through 
June 2021 and included approximately  
15 to 30 miles of re-conductoring projects 
each year. We have started designing our 
new four-year work plan that will run from 
2021 to June 2025.

REA Energy had 222,802 total mem-
ber outage hours for 2020 compared to 
347,018 in 2019. REA experienced two 
major-event storms in 2020, which ac-
counted for 36,598 outage hours compared 
to three major-event storms, totaling 
99,392 outage hours in 2019. Outages on 
the transmission system owned by inves-
tor-owned utility, FirstEnergy, were  
61,276 member hours in 2020 compared 
to 92,638 member hours in 2019. FirstEn-
ergy is the cooperative’s power supplier.

Management and staff continue to focus 

on our system improvements and work 
closely with our transmission and whole-
sale power suppliers to improve transmis-
sion reliability.

Annual meeting
REA Energy has decided to cancel our 

in-person annual meeting for 2021. The 
2021 annual meeting will be held online 
(virtual) only. Instructions for signing 
up and viewing the annual meeting were 
included in the official notice.

To register for the annual meeting, go 
to reaenergy.com and click on the “Annual 

Meeting Registration” button before  
3:30 p.m. Sept. 16, 2021. This will admit 
you to the virtual annual meeting and 
entitles the named member(s) to a chance 
to win a door prize. Informational videos, 
along with a list of “Frequently Asked 
Questions” on how to register and log in 
for the meeting, are posted on our website.

The cooperative has made this decision 
in the best interest of the members’, board 
of directors’, and REA Energy employees’ 
health and safety. We appreciate your 
understanding and cooperation and look 
forward to seeing you again in 2022. l

Chad Carrick, MBA,CFPC
President & CEO

Michael J. Bertolino
Chairman, CCD, BLC, GOLD

Staff
Barry Baker, Indiana Operations Manager 
Erin Bauer, SHRM-CP, ACRE Coordinator 

Shane Cribbs, Network & Systems Manager 
Dave Daugherty, CSP 

Safety & Right of Way Manager 
Jeff Dishong, Ebensburg Operations Supervisor 

Lisa Gardill, CFPC, Accounting & Finance Manager  
Stacy Hilliard, CCC, CKAE  

Communications & Marketing Manager 
Local Pages Editor 

Patrick McAndrew, PE 
Manager of Engineering 

Bryon Roland, CPSM, C.P.M. 
Purchasing & Facilities Manager 

Renee Spalla, Supervisor of Consumer Services 
Chris Weller, Load Management Supervisor 

Board of Directors
Wayne Farabaugh, Vice Chairman, 

CCD, BLC, GOLD 
Robert Neese, Secretary/Treasurer, 

Allegheny Director, CCD, BLC, GOLD 
Thomas Aurandt 

Thomas Beresnyak Jr. 
Sandra Dill, CCD 

Anthony Enciso, CCD 
John R. Learn, CCD, BLC

Rick Shope, PREA Director, CCD, BLC 

Headquarters Office —
Indiana, Pennsylvania

Physical Location: 75 Airport Road
Address: P.O. Box 70, 

Indiana, PA 15701-0070
724-349-4800 or 800-211-5667

District Office —
Ebensburg, Pennsylvania

Physical Location: 127 Municipal Road
Address: P.O. Box 273, 

Ebensburg, PA 15931-0273
814-472-8570

Emergencies/Outages - 724-463-7273 or 800-332-7273
Email - reaenergy@reaenergy.com       Homepage - www.reaenergy.com

Office Hours - Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Facebook: www.facebook.com and search for REA Energy Cooperative, Inc.

2020 Statistics

Number of Services - 24,860
Miles of Electric Line - 2,901

System Peak (January) - 67,385 kW
Kilowatt-hours sold - 373,620,544 kWh

Net Plant Value - $100,428,496

Est. Gross Load Mgmt. Savings - $209,284
Water Heaters Controlled - 5,780

Controlled Electric Heat - 144
Round-Up Participants - 1,898

Full-Time Employees - 69
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Nuclear - 10 percent 
ownership of the 

Susquehanna Steam 
Electric Station 

(54.8%)

Open Market 
Purchases - Mix of 
coal, natural gas, 
nuclear, and oil 

(35.1%)

Hydro -  Raystown 
Hydroelectric Project 
and New York Power 

Authority (10.0%)

Consumer-Member 
Interconnections (0.1%)

Purchased 
Power

(55.5%)

Operations &
Maintenance

(19.5%)

Administration 
& General

(9.8%)
Depreciation

(9.4%)
Sales
(1.9%)

Other
(1.7%)

Taxes
(0.1%)

Consumer
Accounting

(2.1%)
Residential

(67.1%)

Commercial
(31.1%)

Public 
Authorities 
& Lighting

(0.3%) Other
(1.5%)
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Note: The capital credits from Allegheny Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., and other cooperatives, represent patronage capital credits allo-
cated to us, but not paid.

The accounts of our cooperative for 2019 and 2020 have been 
audited by Buffamante, Whipple, Buttafaro, P.C., Jamestown, N.Y. 
The auditor’s complete report is on file in the office of the cooperative 
and is available for inspection by members of the cooperative.

2020 Financial Report
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CAUSES OF OUTAGES TOTAL OUTAGE HOURS PERCENTAGE OF  
 (Hours out multiplied by the number of consumers affected) ALL OUTAGE HOURS
	 	

Trees or Limbs 63,519 28.5%

Power/Transmission Supplier 61,726 27.7%

Major Storm                                                                                      36,598  16.4%

Distribution Line Equipment 21,306 9.6%

Pre-Arranged 18,601 8.3%

Customer Caused 8,889 4.0%

Lightning 4,641 2.1%

Animals 3,473 1.6%

Unknown 2,365 1.1%

Weather, Other 1,684 0.8%

TOTALS                                                                                           222,802                                                       100%

Causes of Outages in 2020

Important annual meeting news
REA Energy has made the decision to can-

cel our in-person annual meeting for 2021. The 
2021 annual meeting will be held online (virtual) 
only. Instructions for signing up and viewing 
the annual meeting were included in the official 
notice.

To register, go to reaenergy.com and click on 
the “Annual Meeting Registration” button before 
3:30 p.m. Sept. 16, 2021. This will admit you to 
the virtual annual meeting and entitles the named 
member(s) to a chance to win a door prize. Infor-
mational videos, along with a list of “Frequently 
Asked Questions” on how to register and log in 
for the meeting, are posted on our website.

The cooperative has made this decision in the 
best interest of the members’, board of directors’, 
and REA Energy employees’ health and safety. 
We appreciate your understanding and coopera-
tion regarding this matter.

REA Energy Cooperative, Inc.  
Annual Meeting
Sept. 16, 2021  

6:30 p.m.  Call to Order and Statement of a Quorum

 Reading of Notices

 Action on 2020 Minutes

 Election Results

 Chairman’s Report

 President & CEO’s Report

 Unfinished Business

 New Business

 Questions & Answers

 Adjournment

 Awarding of Prizes
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RIGHT-OF-wAy MANAGEMENT/FACILITy CONSTRUCTION NEwS

REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming work in the following areas in September: 
k   Contractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service will be trimming the rights-of-way of the Amsbry, Belsano, Reese, 

Smithport and Wilmore Substation areas in addition to emergency maintenance areas.

Notification of work will be made via a letter to members in the areas affected. Contractors will perform all right-of-way 
work per REA Energy specifications. If you have any questions, call 724-349-4800, or you can view the specifications 
online at reaenergy.com. All crews will carry identification.

October is National Cooperative Month
Being a part of a cooperative means being a part of something special. REA Energy will cel-

ebrate National Cooperative Month in October, along with more than 40,000 other cooperatives 
serving more than 140 million people nationwide. 

This year, REA Energy will be holding a Member Appreciation Month throughout October. Mem-
bers who were not able to participate in the online annual meeting will need to present their annual 
meeting member card, which is the bottom 
portion of their annual meeting notice, to re-
ceive a gift packet. The packet, which includes 
a hat, calendar and outdoors kit, will be given 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Only one 
gift packet per membership will be given while 
quantities last. *If you participated in and re-
ceived the $10 bill credit for the online meet-
ing, you will not be eligible to get a gift packet.

In the event that the COVID-19 situation 
in our area requires us to close our lobbies, 
members will be able to receive their gift 
packet at the Indiana office drive-thru window. 
At our Ebensburg office, members will need 
to come to the front entrance, and an employ-
ee will set the packet outside. 

If you have any questions, please visit our 
website, reaenergy.com, or call 724-349-4800 
or 800-211-5667.

Thomas Aurandt
District 4

Sandra Dill
District 9

Robert P. Neese
Secretary/Treasurer

District 5

Michael J. Bertolino
Chairman
District 3

Tom Beresnyak
District 1

Wayne Farabaugh
Vice Chairman

District 8

John R. Learn
District 6

Anthony Enciso
District 7

J.R. “Rick” Shope
District 2

REA Energy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

your Board of Directors
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protect volunteers from rain and snow.
“We maintained the property until 

the Park Service took over,” says 
former supervisor Doug Custer, also a 
member of Somerset REC. “It’s hard to 
believe it was 20 years ago.”

His wife, Natalie, agrees.
“It’s a scene you don’t ever erase 

from your mind, but one you don’t 
want to remember either,” she says.

The caretakers
Early on, as the township super-

visors tended to the land, roads, and 
traffic, other caretakers stepped up to 
preserve the legacy of the Flight 93 
passengers and crew.

They included Sullivan, who volun-
tarily preserved, photographed, and 
catalogued thousands of mementoes 
left behind at her memorial and others 
in Shanksville. Eventually, the project 
turned into a part-time job with the 
Somerset Historical Center.

“It became a mission for me,” she 
says. 

Kathie Shaffer, a registered nurse, 
would change careers to preserve the 
Flight 93 story. She’s conducted nearly 
900 interviews, the basis for the me-
morial’s oral history project, and says 
it’s the most important work of her 
professional life. The audio-recordings 
took 12 painstaking years to gather 
and were invaluable when the NPS be-
gan developing the permanent exhibit 
at the Flight 93 Visitor Center. 

Shaffer says it was difficult to remain 
stoic when people shared details of the 

toughest days of their lives.
“It did get very emotional, and there 

were tears,” she says, adding that some 
of those interviewed have passed on, 
making the oral history project even 
more important. “As time passes, there 
will be fewer and fewer people with 
us who knew the passengers and crew 
members, but their recorded memories 
and voices will continue to speak to 
future generations.”

Her sister, Donna Glessner, helped 
with the interviews and was instru-

Seventeen years after being captured, the terrorist who 
orchestrated the Sept. 11 attacks and his co-conspirators still 
sit in a federal prison, awaiting trials that have been repeatedly 
delayed, most recently by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Former Pennsylvania Gov. Mark Schweiker says the inaction 
boggles his mind.

“Justice delayed is justice denied,” he says, “and I promised 
the families I would never let this drop. This is what they want.”

In a recent editorial, Schweiker, who befriended many of the 
families of Flight 93’s heroes, implored the Biden Administration 
to finally prosecute the terrorists.

“Once upon a time, we made a promise that we would seek 
— and secure — justice,” he wrote. “Now, as we approach the 
solemn 20-year mark of these attacks, our work remains alarm-
ingly incomplete. … It’s time for justice.”

Schweiker’s life, like many others, changed dramatically 
after the attacks. In the span of a month, he went from being 
Pennsylvania’s lieutenant governor to governor when then-Gov. 
Tom Ridge was tapped to oversee the new U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security.

After all of these years, Sept. 11 still stings, and Schweiker 
refuses to call its annual arrival an anniversary.

“This is nothing to celebrate,” he says. “It’s a gut punch … it 
underscores man’s inhumanity to man.”

Schweiker: Where’s the justice?

JUSTICE FOR THE DEAD: Every year, the families of Flight 93’s 
heroes hold a candlelight vigil in their honor. Meanwhile, the terrorist 
who orchestrated the Sept. 11 attacks and his co-conspirators still sit 
in a federal prison, awaiting their trials. Former Pennsylvania Gov. Mark 
Schweiker says it’s time for justice to be served.
NPS PhoTo/ FlighT 93 NaTioNal MEMoRial

LINGERING GRIEF: At the entrance to the Wall of Names at the Flight 93 National Memorial in 
Shanksville, visitors can leave messages for the 40 heroes who went down with a fight on Sept. 11, 
2001. Although it’s been 20 years since the terrorist attacks in Pennsylvania, New York City and 
Washington, D.C., the grief still lingers for the 3,000 innocent Americans who died that day.

ALWAyS REMEMBER
(continued from page 11)
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mental in recruiting the first local 
“ambassadors,” who greeted and edu-
cated crash site visitors. The program, 
now managed by the NPS, continues 
today with many of the original volun-
teers. Glessner was also vice chair of 
the federal commission that oversaw 
the memorial’s design competition.

All three women, members of Somer-
set REC, believe they’ve been called to 
keep the memories of Flight 93’s heroes 
alive.

“This is the story of 40 people work-
ing together in ways we will never 
know,” Glessner says. “They were or-
dinary people, but what they did that 
day was extraordinary.”

grateful to be alive
September 11 is an emotional day 

for Dave Dovala, too. 
In 2001, while on that trip to New 

York City, he and his then-wife were 
supposed to tour the World Trade 
Center the morning of Sept. 11. They 

went to the Statue of Liberty instead.
Several blocks away when the first 

plane hit the north tower, the couple 
was knocked to the ground by the im-
pact. Minutes later, another low-flying 
plane cruised in front of them on its 
way to the south tower. 

“I could count the windows; that’s 
how low it was,” says Dovala of Reyn-
oldsdale. 

The father of three is still amazed — 
and thankful — that he made it out of 
Manhattan alive.

“When we left Johnstown on the 
train that Saturday, it never entered 
my mind that we might not be coming 
back,” he says. “That’s why I live every 
day like it’s my last.”

It has taken time to heal, but Dovala 
finds solace in his collection of Sept.11 
memorabilia, which started with 
the unique twin towers painting he 
bought minutes after arriving in the 
city by train.

Another one-of-a-kind painting in 

the collection was done on the hood 
of an S-10 Chevy pickup and features 
the World Trade Center, Pentagon 
and Flight 93. The artist was a friend’s 
15-year-old daughter. The extensive 
collection also includes a piece of the 
World Trade Center. 

Dovala travels with the memora-
bilia and gives free presentations. On 
Sept. 11, for instance, he’s bringing the 
display to the Duncansville VFW for 
an open house from 1 to 5 p.m. Those 
interested in scheduling something 
similar can call him at 814-839-2156.

And when he’s not doing that, the 
73-year-old is singing with his oldies 
band, “The Past-Tymes.” September 11 
will always be a part of him, so he ends 
each performance the same way: with 
“God Bless the USA.”

“At times, I wonder: Why was I 
spared?” he says. “There had to be a 
reason … maybe the good Lord wants 
me around to play some good old rock 
’n’ roll, and I’m happy to oblige.”  l

MEANINGFUL MEMORABILIA: Dave Dovala, a member of Bedford Rural Electric Cooperative, bought this painting of the World Trade Center’s twin towers 
from a street artist minutes after arriving in New York City in 2001. Days later, on Sept. 11, he would have another close encounter with the towers. This 
time, Dovala would narrowly escape death. Today, the Reynoldsdale resident has a large collection of 9/11 memorabilia that he takes on the road to ensure 
people, young and old, always remember the events of that day.
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Dear Mike: The Ford F-150 Light-
ning is changing minds across America 
about what an electric vehicle can do. 
In fact, Ford declared this is its best 
truck to date –– not best electric vehi-
cle, but best truck. Period. 

Electric SUVs are available now, and 
pickups will be soon. This development 
has been anticipated for years. Electric 
vehicle sales are about 24 times higher 
than they were 10 years ago, with sev-
eral factors driving demand: 
k   The instant torque from electric 

motors boosts acceleration. 
k   The low center of gravity improves 

handling and reduces roll-over risk. 
k   The superior traction control of 

electric motors can increase off-road 
capability and safety in winter. 

k   The upfront cost of an EV purchase 
is now more competitive with simi-
lar internal combustion models, and 
most EVs qualify for a federal tax 
credit of up to $7,500.

k   The cheaper operating fuel cost per 
mile (for electricity) compared to 
gasoline or diesel is another attrac-
tive feature for drivers. 

Ford’s electric F-150 Lightning 
is scheduled to arrive in the spring 
of 2022 with a starting price under 
$40,000 for the commercial trim 
package (230-mile range model). A 
300-plus-mile battery is an option, and 
all models are four-wheel drive with 

smartcircuits

respectable towing and payload capaci-
ties. The Lightning is also equipped to 
provide 9.6 kilowatts of home back-up 
or portable power. 

Tesla has more than 1 million pre-or-
ders for its new cybertruck, which will 
likely arrive in 2022. The 250-mile 
range, two-wheel-drive model starts 
under $40,000 and steps up to $50,000 
for the 300-mile-range, four-wheel-drive 
model. Tesla plans to offer a 500-plus-
mile-range version for $70,000 that can 
tow more than 14,000 pounds. 

GMC has announced a late 2021 
release of an electric Hummer with 
1,000 horsepower and additional fea-
tures for off-road performance. 

Rivian, a startup backed by Ford and 
Amazon, is planning to unveil its R1T 
electric pickup later this year. 

Crossover SUVs (CUVs) are one of 
the most popular types of vehicles, and 
a number of manufacturers say they’ll 
have electric models available soon. 
Ford’s Mustang Mach-E is available 

now with a range of up to 305 miles, 
starting at $45,000. Volkswagen’s ID4 
CUV starts at $40,000, and is available 
with all-wheel-drive options. 

And it’s not just vehicles that are 
shifting to electric. Electric snow 
machines and jet skis are arriving soon. 
Even large construction equipment will 
have electrically fueled models. 

One remaining hurdle for increased 
EV adoption in rural areas is fast, suffi-
cient charging for longer trips. Most EV 
owners charge at home, but more fast-
charge stations on rural highways will 
be helpful. l

Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen of Col-
laborative Efficiency write on energy effi-
ciency topics for the National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association, the national 
trade association representing more than 
900 local electric cooperatives. From 
growing suburbs to remote farming com-
munities, electric co-ops serve as engines 
of economic development for  
42 million Americans.

Dear Pat: I was an electric vehi-
cle (EV) skeptic, but I just 
saw an announcement of the 

all-electric Ford F-150 Lightning. I 
didn’t realize electric pickups could 
be this compelling or competitive. Are 
there other electric pickups or SUVs 
coming out soon? — Mike

get charged: Electric trucks and SuVs 
are coming

By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen

ruralviews
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yVonnE BuTTS-MiTcHELL 
writes and blogs (deadmousedi-
aries.com) under the pen name 
Mitchell Kyd. The “News from 
the Path Valley Hotel” series 
was inspired by her encounters 
with contractors, critters and 
assorted creepy crawlies while 
rehabbing her family cabin after 
its 17-year stint as a giant closet. 

grand promotions and a purple crayon
By Mitchell Kyd

“News from the Path Valley Hotel”

It was surely destiny that led me to 
the stash of my kids’ report cards 
during September’s back-to-school 

days. Ancient mysteries began magi-
cally decoding as I perused them, and 
here is what I learned: Forget IQ scores 
and aptitude testing, PSSA results and 
SATs. If you want to know where your 
kids are headed, trust the feedback 
from the non-family members who 
care for them before they ever hit  
age 7. Get a free assessment that’s 
accurate and early.

Every parent likes report-card super-
latives, “O” for outstanding or at least 
a string of pluses after “S.” But it’s 
those less-than-sterling minuses or a 
jarring unsatisfactory that foretell what 
traits your kids will likely turn into 
assets as adults.

My daughter’s early reports included 
dings about staying quiet, waiting to 
be called on, and inclinations to be too 
social. She liked chatting up her neigh-
bors during work time but — hello! 
— that’s collaboration and teamwork, 
skills she uses daily now as a manager 
and for which she is rewarded.

Follows rules? She never got an 
“O,” more like “needs work” or maybe 
“shows improvement.” It’s obvious why 
teachers need to have class standards 
and enforce them. But if you’re like 
me and have given birth to a creative, 
independent thinker, expect she’ll 
see rules merely as suggestions. Then 
she’s off in search of new solutions, 
stretching if not breaking boundaries 
as she takes your suggestions under 
advisement. 

If you have a rule breaker under your 
roof, consider my husband’s favorite 
quote from George Bernard Shaw: “The 

reasonable man adapts himself to the 
world. The unreasonable man persists 
in expecting the world to adapt to him-
self. Therefore, all progress depends 
on the unreasonable man.” I hope that 
helps you through it.

In the way that makes the folks who 
know your kids as siblings ask, “Which 
one is adopted?,” my son always earned 
outstanding marks for following rules, 
staying on-task and being neat and 
organized. To this day, he is one of 
the most self-disciplined people I 
know, a major factor in his success as 
a paratrooper and Army sergeant. The 
flip side? He continues to have trouble 
playing well with others who can’t 
work independently and who don’t 
respect explicit rules and boundaries. 
And while he continues to embrace 
the philosophy of messy desk means 
messy mind, my daughter questions, 
“Well then, what does an empty desk 
signify?” as she works among the scat-
tered evidence of brainstorming, team 
input and effective multi-tasking. 

No one tells you how those kinder-
garten traits will translate as your kids 
morph into grown-ups or how that 
transfers when they become parents, 

too. It’s all a grand adventure. If we’ve 
been lucky, we’ll be mostly happy with 
the job we did in raising them as we 
look back. If we’re really lucky, we’ve 
done the kind of job that makes them 
want to promote us to grandparents. 
This is my year to be part of that grad-
uating class, and I will tell you, it has 
all been worth it.

September 12, 2021, marks this year’s 
Grandparents’ Day celebration, an 
event designated by Congress in 1978. 
I’ll finally be joining millions of other 
moms who have earned their grandma 
degree, a coveted achievement.

After a decade that has faded the ink 
on so many of the words I formerly 
used to describe myself — business 
woman, board member, wife, dog 
owner, daughter — 2021 created a new 
line on my resume. In the midst of a 
pandemic, I added Grammy (or YaYa, 
or GiGi or whatever he chooses to call 
me) under personal accomplishments. 

I’ll be thrilled to see that title 
scrawled in purple crayon across a 
handmade card at a future celebration. 
Best job ever. And when his school 
reports reflect that he’s a little messy 
or just a bit too social, I won’t worry. 
That’s not my job this time around. 
I’m only here to enjoy the ride and 
maybe share some secrets about his 
amazing mama from my stash of old 
report cards. l
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Bring festival foods to your home
By Anne M. Kirchner

Over the decades, communities have hosted celebrations that showcase local 
culture and cuisine. Fall festivals provide an opportunity for locals to enjoy 
music, art and activities in the great outdoors. These events also attract 

visitors, which boost tourism and Pennsylvania’s overall economy.

One year, my husband and I discovered an apple festival in a small, rural community. 
We were mesmerized by the many festival activities — a parade, craft booths, music 
and lots of food vendors. We tasted fresh apple cider and apple dumplings. Before 
heading home, we purchased an apple crumb pie. I will never forget the joy a simple fruit brought to locals and visitors alike.

Look for fall festivals featuring your passions. You’ll find settings focused on antique automobiles, German heritage, amusement 
rides, bluegrass music and artisan crafts. This month’s recipes focus on my passion for food. Festival foods offer fun and creative 
food combinations. The best part of cooking festival food at home? You avoid the long lines! 

Trained in public relations, Anne 
M. Kirchner focuses her writing 
on human connections, travel 
and culinary arts. She enjoys 
researching food origins, 
exploring cooking techniques 
and creating new recipes.

Heat canola oil in a saucepan over medium-high heat. 
In a mixing bowl, whisk together flour, cornmeal, 
baking powder, sugar and salt. Add the egg and butter-
milk. Whisk batter until smooth. Stir in cheddar cheese 
and jalapeno. Cut each hot dog into six equal pieces. 
Lightly dredge each piece in the ¼ cup of flour and dip 
them into the batter. Carefully drop the hot dog pieces 
into the hot oil and fry until golden brown, turning 
as needed. Do not overcrowd the pot. Remove with a 
slotted spoon and place on a plate lined with a paper 
towel to absorb the grease. Continue until all pieces are 
cooked. Makes 6 servings (3 pieces per person).

corn dog Bites
3 1/2 cups canola oil 

for frying
6 tablespoons flour
6 tablespoons cornmeal
3/4 teaspoon baking 

powder
1/2 teaspoon sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 egg, slightly beaten

7 tablespoons 
buttermilk

1/2 cup shredded 
cheddar cheese

1 jalapeno pepper, 
chopped

3 hot dogs
1/4 cup flour for 

dredging

In a mixing bowl, whisk together flour, brown sugar, 
baking powder, salt and cinnamon. Cut in the butter 
with a pastry blender. Gently stir in chopped apples. 
Add milk and stir until combined. Drop by a 2-inch 
spoonful onto a lined cookie sheet. Bake at 400 degrees 
for 12 minutes or until lightly browned. Meanwhile, 
mix 1 cup powdered sugar with the apple juice; stir 
until smooth. Remove fritters from the oven and brush 
with the glaze. Place the fritters under the broiler for 
4 to 5 minutes or until the glaze is caramelized. Place 
fritters on a wire rack. Whisk together 1 cup pow-
dered sugar and 2 tablespoons milk. Brush final glaze 
onto warm fritters; serve immediately. Makes 16 to 20 
fritters.

10 6-inch bamboo 
skewers

5 slices bacon, cut in 
half

1 cup semisweet 
chocolate chips

1 tablespoon canola oil
1 tablespoon kosher 

salt
1/4 cup chopped 

pecans

2 cups flour
1/2 cup brown sugar
1 tablespoon baking 

powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 cup butter, cold

1/2 cup finely chopped 
apples

3/4 cup milk
2 cups powdered sugar, 

divided
3 tablespoons apple 

juice
2 tablespoons milk

chocolate covered Bacon

Baked Apple fritters

Soak bamboo skewers in water for 20 minutes. Thread 
bacon strips onto a 6-inch bamboo skewer. Place skew-
ers on a cookie tray lined with parchment paper. Bake 
at 400 degrees for 7 to 10 minutes. Turn skewers and 
bake another 7 to 10 minutes. Bacon should be crisp 
before removing from the oven. Drain bacon skewers 
on paper towels and allow to cool. Place chocolate 
chips and canola oil in microwavable bowl. Cook for 
1 minute; stir until chocolate is melted and smooth. 
Spoon chocolate over bacon and garnish with kosher 
salt and pecans. Refrigerate until chocolate sets. Makes 
5 servings (2 skewers per person).
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As farming technology advances, 
farmers are finding new ways to 
reduce costs, improve efficiency 

and increase crop yields. The newest 
trend is precision agriculture, a strategy 
where farmers use advanced technolo-
gies to control the growth of crops and 
the raising of livestock more accurately 
and efficiently.

As precision agriculture has grown 
in recent years, the technologies have 
become even more technical and 
precise by using data analytics and 
machine learning. With a whole suite 
of benefits, like reduced costs, stan-
dardized data and metrics, and mini-
mized resource waste, it’s no surprise 
that technologies and strategies for pre-
cision agriculture are becoming more 
commonplace.  

The initial wave of precision agricul-
ture in the 1980s was made possible 
by GPS (Global Positioning System) 
devices, which were first placed on 
tractors. GPS-connected devices could 
control a tractor and automatically steer 
it based on the field’s GPS coordinates. 
This helped to reduce any overlap 
while driving, making farming practices 
more efficient. 

Beyond autonomous tractors, there 
have been many innovations in farming 
technologies that are part of precision 
agriculture. One technology is the 
crop-monitoring drone, which gives 
the farmer a bird’s-eye view of the land. 
Connecting the drone to special soft-
ware and GPS can also allow the drone 
to automatically take photos, making 
it even easier to use. When combined 
with geographic information systems 
(GIS), the drone can help analyze the 
geospatial field data in real-time for the 
farmer. 

Using robotics for precision agri-
culture can be applied to many kinds 
of machines. For example, robotic 
milking machines can be used to auto-
mate the cow-milking process. These 
machines help farmers reduce their 
labor demands while also increasing 
efficiency, which frees them up to work 
on other parts of their farm. Since the 
machines are optimized to work effi-
ciently, they can also help to remove 
more milk per cow and provide more 
rest for the cows.

If farmers want to optimize their crop 
production, then variable rate technol-
ogy (VRT) can help. VRT allows the 
farmer to use a variable rate schedule 
for the application of fertilizer or for 
irrigation. Although there are several 
different options for using VRT, the 
basics consist of a computer, software, 
GPS and a controller. Farmers can 
choose to use VRT in either a map-
based or sensor-based way, depending 
on the need of the farm. Using VRT 
helps farmers accurately measure water 
and fertilizer, save time, and maximize 
irrigation and fertilization efficiency.   

Of course, when learning to use any 

Efficient and safe farming technologies
By Maria Kanevsky

PRECISION AGRICULTURE: Alexander Frick 
Jr., co-owner of Frick Farms, LLC, in Texas, uses 
a smart device to review data and plan his cus-
tomized seed application for the day.

new technology, be sure to fully read 
the manual and understand the instruc-
tions before beginning any work. This 
can help farmers prevent accidents. 
Different types of farm equipment will 
also require different safety precautions. 
For example, when working with grain 
bins, farmers should be especially care-
ful to follow training procedures when 
working inside the bin. 

Additionally, since these technolo-
gies are digital, cybersecurity comes 
into play. Appropriate use of any 
USB thumb drives and being aware of 
spear-phishing cyberattacks will help 
prevent malicious entities from gaining 
access to the farmer’s confidential data. 

Although the benefits are clear, there 
are a few barriers to using these new 
agricultural technologies. Having a 
well-established broadband connection 
is crucial for some of these technolo-
gies, and a lack of high-speed internet 
access can limit the use of precision 
agriculture technologies. Furthermore, 
using precision agriculture comes with 
a relatively large up-front financial 
investment, which may not provide a 
return on investment quickly enough 
to the farm.

Before incorporating precision agri-
culture technology into any farm, 
planning and preparation will be cru-
cial to make the best use of the tech-
nology. l

Maria Kanevsky writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the national trade association represent-
ing more than 900 local electric cooper-
atives. From growing suburbs to remote 
farming communities, electric co-ops 
serve as engines of economic development 
for 42 million Americans across 56% of 
the nation’s landscape.
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Penn Lines classified advertisements reach nearly 166,000 rural Pennsylvania households! Please note 
ads must be received by the due date to be included in the requested issue month. Ads received beyond 
the due date will run in the next available issue. Written notice of changes and cancellations must be re-
ceived 30 days prior to the issue month. Classified ads will not be accepted by phone, fax or email. For 
more information please contact Michelle M. Smith at 717-233-5704.

FREE Headings: 
• Around the House
• Business Opportunities 
• Employment Opportunities
• Gift & Craft Ideas
• Livestock & Pets
• Miscellaneous

• Motor Vehicles & Boats
• Nursery & Garden
• Real Estate
• Recipes & Food
• Tools & Equipment
• Vacations & Campsites
• Wanted to Buy

PLEASE SuBMiT A cLEARLy WRiTTEn oR TyPEd  
SHEET WiTH THE foLLoWing REquiREd infoRMATion:

o  cooperative members should please submit the mailing 
label from Penn Lines as proof of membership.

o  non-members should submit name, address, phone number, 
and email address, if applicable.

o Month(s) in which the ad is to run.

o Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.

o  Heading ad should appear under, or name of special heading 
(additional fee). See below for FREE heading options.

cLASSifiEd Ad SuBMiSSion/RATES 

Electric co-op members: 
$20 per month for 30 words or less, plus 50¢ for each additional word.

non-members: 
$70 per month for 30 words or less, plus $1.50 for each additional word.

Ad in all cAPiTAL letters: 
Add 20 percent to total cost. 

SPEciAL Headings: 
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. Fee applies to any heading not 
listed under “FREE Headings”, even if the heading is already appearing in Penn 
Lines. For ads running a special heading in consecutive months, the fee is a one-
time fee of either $5 or $10 for all consecutive insertions. 

PAyMEnT:
Please make cHEcK/MonEy oRdER payable to: PREA/Penn Lines. 
Insertion of classified ad serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SEnd coMPLETEd Ad coPy And PAyMEnT To: 
Penn Lines Classifieds • P.O. Box 1266 • Harrisburg, PA 17108 

HunTing LEASES

WANTED HUNTING LAND. There is a current 
demand for hunting leases. Call for evaluation 
of your property. Professionally managed. 
Generate yearly income. $1,000,000 liability 
insurance. Know who is on your property. www.
nollsforestryservices.com. Call Ron, 724-422-
5525.

MEATS

DIXON BUTCHERY. 3RD GENERATION. 
Saltsburg, Pa. Custom slaughtering – the 
connection between farm and table. Whole, half 
and quarter beef. Whole pig, half pig. Retail sales 
accompanied by The Meat Cooler, Inc. Fill your 
freezer. Call 724-726-5137.

MCMULLEN PREMIUM BLACK ANGUS 
FREEZER BEEF, Ashville, Pa. Grass-fed and 
grain-finished with rich marbling. No growth-
promoting hormones or antibiotics. Quarter, 
half and whole. $2.50/lb. hanging weight plus 
processing. www.mcmullenbeef.com. 814-674-
2332.

MEdicARE/MEdicAid MAdE EASy

LICENSED MEDICARE CONSULTANT. Free 
service – regardless if you’re about to turn 65 
or if you already have Medicare, I will help you 
navigate the Medicare minefield. Wayne Martin. 
wmartin@att.net. 570-575-4845.

MiScELLAnEouS

FOR SALE: Buckets, forks, thumbs, grapple 
buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders, 
backhoes and excavators. Tires for backhoes, 
rubber tire loaders and excavators also. Call 814-
329-0118.

“AA” Roofing 

EXPERTS IN HARD-TO-FIND LEAKS! Roof 
repairs – all types. House-barn roofs painted. 
Slate work – chimney repairs. Southwestern 
PA for over 40 years. Speedy service! 814-445-
4400.

ARound THE HouSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique 
grandfather clock, mantel clock or old pocket 
watch that needs restored, we can fix any 
timepiece. Macks Clock Repair: 814-421-7992.

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR 
$12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including postage. 
“Recipes Remembered” – $7, including postage. 
Both of these cookbooks are a collection of 
recipes from men and women of the electric 
co-ops of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Payable 
to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, 
P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write 
Attention: Cookbooks. 

BuiLding SuPPLiES   

FACTORY SECONDS of insulation, 4 x 8 
sheets, foil back. R-Value 6.5 per inch. Great for 
pole buildings, garages, etc. Many thicknesses 
available. Also blue board insulation sheets. 814-
442-6032.

STEEL ROOFING AND SIDING. Over 25 years 
in business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- 
and 26-gauge best quality residential roofing – 
40-year warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, 
accessories, etc. Installation available. Located 
northwestern Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

FRP PANELS, BLACK 40” x 66”. Lumber: 
chestnut, mahogany, walnut, cherry, 4/4 – 8/4; 
white pine, 3/4. Call 814-525-0756.

coinS & BuLLion

KEYSTONE COIN & BULLION is buying and 
selling gold, silver, U.S. coins and currency. Large 
inventory for sale. We pay in CASH. Call Matt at 
814-931-4810. www.keystonecoinbullion.com.

conSuLTing foRESTRy SERVicES

NOLL’S FORESTRY SERVICES. Timber Sales, 
Appraisals, Forest Management Plans, Forest 
Improvement Work, Wildlife Habitat Management. 
FREE Timber Land Recommendations. 30 years 
experience. Visit www.nollsforestryservices.com. 
Call Ron, 724-422-5525.

CENTRE FOREST RESOURCES. Forest 
Management Services, Wildl i fe Habitat 
Management, Timber Sales, Appraisals. College-
educated, professional, ethical foresters working 
for you. FREE Timber Consultation. 814-571-
7130.

RAYSTOWN FORESTRY CONSULTING. 
Timber sales, appraisals, wildlife habitat 
management. Dedicated to sustainable harvests 
for present and future generations to enjoy. 45 
years experience. 814-448-0040 or 814-448-
2405.

gifT & cRAfT idEAS

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR 
$12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including postage. 
“Recipes Remembered” – $7, including postage. 
Both of these cookbooks are a collection of 
recipes from men and women of the electric 
co-ops of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Payable 
to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, 
P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write 
Attention: Cookbooks.

HEALTH inSuRAncE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your 
health insurance? We cater to rural America’s 
health insurance needs. For more information, 
call 800-628-7804. Call us regarding Medicare 
supplements, too.

 iSSuE MonTH Ad dEAdLinE
        november 2021  September 16
        december 2021  october 15
        January 2022  november 16
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PoWdER coATing

ALMOST ANYTHING METAL can be powder 
coated: auto parts, lawn furniture, wheels, etc. 
Restores, protects, preserves. 1,200-degree 
manifold coating. Arthurs Powder Coating, 263 
Sexton Road, Indiana, PA 15701. 724-349-
3770.

REAL ESTATE

VIRGINIA’S EASTERN SHORE. Fishermen and 
beach lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake 
Bay or Atlantic Ocean within minutes. Waterside 
Village 3/4-acre homesites near marina from 
$18,000 with fenced and locked RV/camper 
storage available. Beach access nearby. 
Waterfront sites available on bayside and seaside. 
Many free boat ramps within minutes. Low, low 
taxes. Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL? Timberland 
Realty specializes in land, sporting properties, 
camps, cabins, farms, waterfront, exquisite 
second homes and timberland since 1987. Call 
our office at 716-962-9935 or agents by region 
– Western PA: Craig Wozniak, 412-559-4198; 
Ron Westover, 724-422-5525. Central PA: 
John Tallman, 717-921-2476. Brian Bullard, 
Managing Broker, 716-499-5608. Website: 
www.timberlandrealty.net.

SHADE TOWNSHIP, SOMERSET COUNTY. 
2-bedroom cabin, living room, kitchen, bathroom. 
All drywall, fully carpeted. Septic and well. Two 
lots. Vinyl siding, metal roof, vinyl windows. Price 
negotiable. 412-289-0930.

BUILDING LOTS FOR SALE in Clinton 
County. 5-acre lots at $79,000 each. Easy 
drive to Waterville, Haneyville and Lock 
Haven. Lisa Linn of Davis Real Estate. 
RecreationalPropertiesPennsylvania.com. 570-
660-0626 (Direct), 570-748-8550 (Office – Ask 
for Lisa).

REciPES & food

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR 
$12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including postage. 
“Recipes Remembered” – $7, including postage. 
Both of these cookbooks are a collection of 
recipes from men and women of the electric 
co-ops of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Payable 
to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, 
P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write 
Attention: Cookbooks. 

SHAKLEE

FREE SAMPLE Shaklee’s Energy Tea. 
Combination red, green and white teas that are 
natural, delicious, refreshing, safe. For sample 
or more information on tea or other Shaklee 
Nutrition/Weight Loss Products: 800-403-3381 
or www.pws.shaklee.com/sbarton.

TRAcToR PARTS – REPAiR/RESToRATion

ARTHURS TRACTORS. Specializing in 
vintage Ford tractors, 30 years experience, 
online parts catalog/prices, Indiana, PA 15701. 
Contact us at 877-254-FORD (3673) or  
www.arthurstractors.com.

TREE SERVicE

TRIMMING, SHAPING, removal & stump 
removal. Find us on Facebook. Fully insured and 
member of Chamber of Commerce. Punxsy Tree 
Service. 814-938-6768.

VAcATionS & cAMPSiTES

NEW SMYRNA BEACH, Florida oceanfront 
condo rental. Two bedroom, two bath, deck 
overlooking beach and pool. $875/week. 
$3,000/month. No pets. Not available Jan. - Mar. 
Call 814-635-4332 or 814-979-8058. 

PATTON, PA: FULLY FURNISHED 3-bedroom 
home for rent located 2 miles from Rock Run 
Recreation and Prince Gallitzin State Park. Rates 
starting at $65 a night. 814-674-8037 or 814-
656-2945.

WAnTEd – oLd BARnS

WE BUY QUALIFIED OLD BARNS. We 
also dismantle old sheds, warehouses and 
outbuildings. No Sunday calls. Call 814-766-
9925.

WAnTEd To Buy

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC American and foreign 
cars, motorcycles, trucks, Broncos, Blazers 
and Scouts. Any condition. Will buy entire car 
collections. krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-
8206.

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC motorcycles wanted. 
All makes and sizes. BSA, Norton, Triumph, 
Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, etc. 
krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-8206.

VINTAGE WOMEN’S and children’s clothing 
from the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s and 1960s. 
Men’s work wear/farm wear/denim, 1900s to 
1950s (any condition). Call or text 814-386-
5763.

BUY VINTAGE HONDA motorcycles, mini bikes, 
dirt bikes, 1960 - 1980. XR-75, CT70, ST90, 
SL70, Z50, S90. All types big and small. Parts 
collections, parts bikes, non-running, rough, all 
considered. 724-972-8701.

TOYOTA SKID STEER LOADERS, models 
7-8 or 10. Built late 1980s - early 1990s. Any 
condition or parts of engine - pumps worn out, 
wrecked or burned. 330-696-1399.

Reach nearly 166,000 
rural Pennsylvania 

households! Advertise 
in Penn Lines. for more 
information, please visit 

our website at  
www.prea.com/ 

penn-lines-magazine  
or call 717.233.5704
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punchlines

‘Put your pants on’
By John Kasun

A writer with more than  
30 years of experience, John 
Kasun, a lifelong Pennsylva-
nian, looks for the humor in 
everyday life and then tells a 
story from that perspective. 
He is a member of Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative.

As you might assume, I do all of my 
writing from my home office, which 
my wife has taken the time and energy 
to tastefully decorate with meaningful 
and color-coordinated items. To add 
my personal touch, I added stacks of 
hunting and fishing magazines, miscel-
laneous outdoor items I aim to review, 
outdoor catalogs, and numerous scraps 
of paper with names and phone num-
bers I constantly intend to sort and file 
but never seem to find the time. 

It is safe to assume that my working 
habits and working conditions irri-
tate my very neat and organized wife 
because she recently said in her own 
sweet way, “The thing I like most about 
your office is the door” — as she closed 
it on her way out.

For the past 18 months, the num-
ber of people working from home 
has increased dramatically due to the 
pandemic and changed our working 
culture. There have been numerous 
books and articles written for people 
who work from their home, encourag-
ing them to simulate normal office or 
working conditions at their home to 
create a realistic work atmosphere and, 

therefore, increase effi-
ciency. These articles 
even suggest dressing 
for work, although it 
is not required as most 
people never leave 
the house or, in many 
cases, their bedroom/
office. In any event, 
a women’s magazine 
my wife recently pur-
chased contained an 
article specifically 
aimed at people who 
work from home. It 
focused on creating a 
professional home office atmosphere 
and dressing for success. I am assum-
ing that my wife intended for me to 
see the article because I found it right 
on top of the large stack of assorted 
papers that were piled high on my 
desk. The article was circled in red 
and a note was attached that read, “At 
least put your pants on.” I must admit 
that often my writing dress code con-
sists of a stained T-shirt and a pair of 
undershorts.

Now I don’t mean to take exception 
with a fellow writer, but most wom-
en’s magazines are filled with recipes 
for desserts, wardrobe tips, and diet 
suggestions if you eat too many des-
serts. I always thought the people who 
wrote that stuff also worked part time 
for the tabloids that line the checkout 
at the local grocery store, and we all 
know how factual they are. Just the 
other day, I saw one where the head-
line read, “Actress Pregnant with Alien 
Baby!!” You don’t have to be too smart 
to realize that is untrue. Trust me, 
anybody or anything smart enough to 
travel through space is also probably 
smart enough to figure out they would 

be better off to keep their babies with 
them instead of leaving them in Holly-
wood. You can’t trust those tabloids.

In any case, I tend to be a morning 
person, and I like to get to my writing 
assignments early when I am fresh, 
and ideas seem to flow best. It is not 
unusual for me to get out of bed and 
head directly to my office with a glass 
of orange juice and toasted bagel in 
hand. But I must admit my wife could 
be correct, and before I sat down to 
do this column, you will be happy to 
know that I was completely clothed. 
Actually, it feels kind of good to have 
a professional appearance. Just in case 
someone yells fire or the neighbor 
comes over to borrow a cup of sugar, 
I am prepared. However, to be on the 
safe side, if you stop by unannounced, 
you better yell out first, “Put your 
pants on.” l

In high school, an attractive girl 
in my class told her friends that 
she always wore makeup to bed at 

night in case there was a fire — you 
have to think about that for a minute 
before it sinks in. It was obvious she 
was concerned about her appearance 
even in times of duress, but if someone 
yelled fire in the middle of the night, 
I am pretty sure my first stop would 
not be the bathroom to check my hair 
or splash on some cologne. I don’t 
mean to be critical because we all do 
things that to other people might seem 
strange.
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Lorie Sechler

Somerset REc

Mary Lou Shearer
REA Energy

Susan gurdak
Warren Ec

ruralreflections

Sandy Stewart

Tri-county REc

The last glimmers of summer

As the sun sets on summer 2021, be sure to take some 
photos of your last hoorahs — picnics and pool 
parties, bountiful garden harvests, long hikes with 

furry friends, and warm nights staring at the stars — and then 
submit them to the Rural Reflections contest.

Amateur photographers are encouraged to send photos to 
Penn Lines Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266. 
Include your name, address, phone number and the name of 
your electric cooperative. 2021 winners in each of five catego-
ries — artistic, landscape, human, animal, and editor’s choice 
— will receive $75 and runners-up will receive $25. (Please 
note — the color on photos printed at home often rubs off be-
fore it arrives in our office, so beautiful photos are unusable — 
professionally printed photos typically arrive in good shape.)

We work ahead, so please send your winter photos by 
mid-September. 2021 photos will be returned in early 2022 if 
you include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. l
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