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You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of 
energy. A WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy 
in your own backyard to provide savings of up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. 
That’s money in the bank and a smart investment in your family’s comfort. Contact our 
WaterFurnace Concierge Team today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure. 
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visit waterfurnace.com

Ready to get started?
Scan the QR to connect with your 
Geothermal Concierge today!
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High school juniors 
representing rural 
electric cooperatives in 
Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey visit the Jefferson 
Memorial during the  
2026 Youth Tour in 
Washington, D.C.
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Youth Tour: 
A Meaningful Investment in the Next Generation

E V E RY J U N E , I  H AV E  T H E  E V E RY J U N E , I  H AV E  T H E  privilege of watching something remarkable happen.
High school juniors board buses for Washington, D.C., excited, nervous 

and unsure of what the week ahead will bring. Some arrive eager to meet new 
people. Others stay quietly in the background, content to observe. By the time 
we head home, the students have changed. They have found confidence, 
discovered new perspectives and realized they are capable of more than they 
imagined.

That transformation is why the Rural Electric Youth Tour continues to matter.
This year marked my 20th year participating in this event and my fifth as the 

Pennsylvania/New Jersey director. While every group is different, one thing 
never changes: Given the opportunity to step outside their comfort zones, young people almost 
always surprise themselves.

In 2026, nearly 1,800 students representing electric cooperatives across the country took part 
in Youth Tour, including 88 delegates from Pennsylvania and New Jersey. They joined a tradition 
that began in 1964. The program was the brainchild of Lyndon B. Johnson, who while serving in 
the Senate in 1957 encouraged electric cooperatives to bring young people to the nation’s capital 
to learn about American history, government and the cooperative way of doing business.

Since then, more than 4,400 students from Pennsylvania and New Jersey have participated. 
While the itinerary includes iconic monuments, memorials and museums, the real value of the 
experience extends far beyond sightseeing.

The lessons students take home often come from the people they meet along the way. They 
learn to collaborate with peers from different backgrounds, speak up in unfamiliar situations 
and challenge themselves to try something new. Friendships form quickly, confidence grows 
naturally and students begin to see themselves as leaders, often without realizing it.

That is what I look forward to every year.
By the end of the week, the quiet student who hesitated to introduce themselves on day one is 

volunteering to lead a discussion. New friendships have formed across state lines, and students 
leave with a broader understanding of their communities, their country, and their own potential.

The impact of Youth Tour doesn’t end when the buses return home. Former participants have 
gone on to become business leaders, including former Apple CEO Tim Cook, as well as authors, 
athletes and public servants. In Pennsylvania and New Jersey, alumni have become cooperative 
board members, employees and even a chief executive — all of whom are passionate advocates for 
rural communities. (See this month’s feature, where I’ve interviewed some of our success stories.)

Those accomplishments are impressive, but they are not what defines the program. Success 
is just as often found in the student who returns home with the confidence to speak at a school 
board meeting, pursue a new opportunity or become more involved in their community. Those 
quieter victories matter just as much.

After two decades, I’ve learned that Youth Tour isn’t simply about introducing students to the 
nation’s capital. It’s about helping them discover something within themselves. Long after the 
monuments fade into memory, that newfound confidence is what stays with them. And that’s 
why Youth Tour is still one of the most meaningful investments our cooperatives can make in the 
next generation. 

STEPHANIE M. OKUNIEWSKI
PREA/ALLEGHENY MEMBER ENGAGEMENT SPECIALIST
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EDITOR’SDESK 
WHEN KANSAS TEXTS, 
YOU LISTEN
I was already in the basement with my family 
when I got the text from Kathy, warning me about 
a tornado heading our way. It was the July Fourth 
weekend, and storms were ripping through much 
of Pennsylvania.
A former Penn Lines editor, Kathy Hackleman is 
originally from Kansas. When you get a tornado 
warning from a Kansan, you know to take it 
seriously.
And we did. Already rattled by the emergency 
alerts on our phones — IMMINENT THREAT! SEEK 
SHELTER IMMEDIATELY! — we did as told. 
It was the first 
tornado warning 
for us — my wife, 
our son, our 
daughter and 
me — and we 
weren’t sure what 
to expect. Outside, 
the rain and wind 
picked up. We even 
had water coming 
into the basement.
I tracked the storm 
on my phone as 
the meteorologist highlighted the warning zone 
and circled our town. With the pounding rain and 
howling wind, we had a pretty good idea where 
the storm was. Still, it was unsettling to see our 
hometown singled out on a radar screen.
Fortunately, the storm passed without serious 
damage in our neighborhood, though large trees 
were down and the power was out across much 
of the surrounding area. PPL, our local electricity 
provider, called it one of its worst storms, with 
more than 260,000 outages. Electric cooperatives 
were hit hard, too, with thousands of outages 
over that weekend.
Early the next morning, our daughter left for work 
at the nearby hotel restaurant where she helps 
with breakfast service. When she got there, she 
found the parking lot full of utility vehicles — and 
lineworkers from all over. For us, it became a 
chance to “talk shop.”
I explained that while we were sheltering in the 
basement, those crews were on their way here, 
leaving their own homes and families to help our 
community recover. The hotel parking lot had 
become a staging area for that work. PPL brought 
in line crews from several states and even 
Canada. Across cooperative communities, similar 
mutual-aid efforts were underway as lineworkers 
traveled to help sister co-ops restore power.
We were fortunate the storm wasn’t worse, and 
grateful for the line crews that came to help 
our community. And even though Kathy isn’t 
in Kansas anymore, I’ll still listen to her when it 
comes to tornados.

PETER A. FITZGERALD 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

LET FREEDOM RING
Penn State team creates virtual 
reality model of Liberty Bell

Have you always wanted to see the Liberty Bell, but can’t find time to make 
the trip to Philadelphia? Penn State Behrend has you covered. 

As America is in the midst of its 250th birthday celebration, a renewed interest 
in the 273-year-old bell has taken hold of the public. So much so, a team from the 
Virtual/Augmented Reality (VAR) Lab at Penn State Behrend has created a high-
resolution model of the iconic bell for the public to explore online.

By visiting var.psu.edu/libertybell, history buffs can now view the bell from 
multiple angles, including close-up views of its surface details, shape, and 
historic features, including portions that aren’t typically visible. Virtual visitors 
can also take an interactive tour of the Liberty Bell Center and its exhibits. 

The project began when the Erie-based VAR team realized no public 
scan existed for the bell. In late May, they worked after hours at the center 
in Philadelphia to complete the scanning and photography. The team then 
reviewed and edited the images and developed digital assets for public 
education, preservation, and future exhibits. 

Recast in 1753 in Philadelphia, the 2,080-pound bronze bell was rung 
regularly for nine decades before its iconic crack in the 1840s. Currently, it’s on 
display at the center in the city’s Independence National Historical Park. 

ON THE RISE

Pennsylvania measles 
outbreak tops 100 cases

Pennsylvania is experiencing a growing measles outbreak, with 109 confirmed 
cases reported across multiple counties as of mid-July. At press time, Lancaster 
County had the most cases with 67, and Lebanon County was second with 20. 

Health officials say most of those infected are unvaccinated, which has 
allowed the highly contagious virus to spread. Measles can cause fever, cough, 
runny nose, red eyes, and a rash and small white spots in the mouth. The 
disease can lead to serious medical complications, especially in the young and 
those with weakened immune systems. 

The state Department of Health encourages anyone who is not vaccinated 

KEEPINGCURRENT
 

NEWS•IDEAS•EVENTS

VIRTUALLY THERE:VIRTUALLY THERE: A team from the Virtual/Augmented Reality Lab at Penn State Behrend 
recently created a high-resolution model of the Liberty Bell that the public can explore online 
at var.psu.edu/libertybell.
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YESTERDAY’S 
TOMORROWS
History, science and fantasy 
will come together for the Key 
City Steampunk Convention 
in Gettysburg Aug. 7 to 9 at 
the Wyndham Gettysburg 
Hotel and Conference Center. 
Entertainment, educational 
panels, workshops, authors, tea 
dueling — a Victorian-inspired 
sport — and more will be offered. 
Daily passes are $35. For more 
info, visit keycitysteampunk.com.

FAIR FUN
Puppy Pals Live. A Beatles tribute 
band. The Wild World of Animals. 
All these things and more can be 
found at the Warren County Fair 
in Pittsfield, Aug. 10 to 15. The 
event is open to all ages; tickets 
are $15 at the gate and $10 
in advance. Those under 2 can 
attend for free. For more details, 
visit warrencountyfair.net.

WOMEN UNITE!
The fourth Wild Women NEPA 
Festival, Pennsylvania’s largest 
outdoor gathering for women, 
is set for Aug. 22 at Lazybrook 
Park in Tunkhannock, Wyoming 
County. Experience classes 
and workshops as feminine 
wellness, healing, creativity 
and connection with nature 
are celebrated. Learn more at 
wildwomennepa.com.

CELEBRATING ITALY
Wrap up August by celebrating 
Butler County’s Italian heritage 
during Butler Italian Days, Aug. 28 
and 29. Music, entertainment and 
an array of food will be available 
to those who stop by the free 
event on Main Street. To learn 
more, visit butleritaliandays.com.

AUGUSTAUGUST

A decade ago, Penn Lines 
took a look at the challenges 
of keeping rural volunteer fire 
departments up and running. 
Time-consuming training, 
growing commitments for 
potential volunteers, retirements, 
and rising equipment and 
vehicle costs were all taking 
a toll on local public safety 
providers. To compensate, 
remaining volunteers estimated 
they were spending 60% to 70% 
of their time fundraising. The 
challenges haven’t gone away. “I 
think the number of firefighters 
in Pennsylvania — particularly 
looking at the volunteer ranks 
— is absolutely past crisis stage,” 
one fire chief lamented at a 
recent hearing in Harrisburg. 
“We’re on life support right now, 
quite frankly.”

TIMELINES

AUGUST 2016

With our 60th anniversary in full swing, we’re looking to feature even more of 
our readers in Penn Lines.
k �Are you feeling reflective? Answer one of the 

following questions — and the best responses will 
be featured in the magazine:
1. �Where were you and what were you doing in 

1966? (50-100 words)
2. �What would you put in a time capsule to be 

shared with readers in 2086?
3. �Write a letter to the future: What do you hope 

rural life looks like in 2086? (50-100 words)
Please email your name, response to the question, address, daytime 
telephone number, and the name of the cooperative serving your home, 
business or seasonal residence to PennLines@prea.com by Wednesday,  
Aug. 19.

to get the recommended two doses 
of the measles, mumps, and rubella 
vaccine. After two doses, people are 
immune to the virus. Officials are 
also identifying possible exposure 
locations and asking anyone who 

notices symptoms or becomes ill to 
contact a health provider. 

For more information, visit pa.gov/
agencies/health/diseases-conditions/
infectious-disease/measles. 

KEYCITYSTEAMPUNK.COM WILDWOMENNEPA.COM

WARRENCOUNTYFAIR.NET FACEBOOK.COM

A U G U S T  2 0 2 6   •   P E N N L I N E S 7



S TE PH A NIE M . OKU NIE WS K I  
Member Engagement Spec ia l i s t

One Week,  
a Lifetime Impact

YouthYouth

2026 Youth Tour students had the opportunity to meet  
U.S. Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pa.), in back row, while touring the U.S. Capitol.
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Y O U T H  T O U RY O U T H  T O U R

TT O  A N  O U T S I D E R  LO O K I N G  I N , O  A N  O U T S I D E R  LO O K I N G  I N , Youth Tour is simply 
a weeklong journey to Washington, D.C., for the 
teens representing America’s electric cooperatives. 

However, for those who have experienced it firsthand, 
Youth Tour is so much more. Many say it changed the 
trajectory of their lives. 

“I owe my whole career to my Youth Tour experience,” 
says Sarah Hohman, a 2016 delegate who represented 
Mansfield-based Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative 
(REC). “It sparked a love of policy and politics that I’ve 
followed ever since.” 

Kirk Shoemaker, a 2005 participant from Adams Electric 
Cooperative, says the trip had a similar impact on him.

“At that age, I never expected to meet state and national 
leaders in our nation’s capital,” he says. “The discussions, 
exposure, and increased awareness of policy, strategy, and 
local and national issues shaped my perspective and even-
tual path as a public servant. 

“I believe that the seed of service was cultivated by my 
Youth Tour experience.” 

Opening eyes and doors
Each June, high school juniors representing electric 

cooperatives across the country — this year, there were 
nearly 1,800 — venture to the nation’s capital to learn 
about the cooperative business model, tour monuments, 
memorials, and museums, and learn more about 
themselves in one week than they ever thought possible.

“I never thought I’d be able to spend a week in 

Washington, D.C., with kids my own age from all across the 
U.S., experiencing the history and the impact our federal 
government has on our lives and on those who have helped 

A LASTING IMPRESSION:A LASTING IMPRESSION: Kirk Shoemaker was one of the 2005 Youth Tour participants, who are shown above. The trip, he says, provided him 
with new perspectives and led him to a career in public service.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SOMERSET REC

THEN AND NOW:THEN AND NOW: Doug Glessner, right, 
retired from Somerset Rural Electric 
Cooperative in 2024 as manager of outside 
operations. In 1982, Glessner, above, 
standing at left, and his fellow Youth Tour 
students had the privilege of gathering with 
President Ronald Reagan on the White House lawn.
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shape who we are today,” says Doug 
Glessner, a 1982 Somerset REC delegate. 

In 2026, attendees included 88 teens 
from Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
which have sent more than 4,400 
students on Youth Tour since it began in 
1964. The event is hosted by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA), which represents more than 
900 local, consumer-owned electric 
cooperatives in the United States.

Famous alumni include former Apple 
CEO Tim Cook, authors, athletes and 
politicians. Among the Pa./N.J. ranks, 
there are cooperative board members, a 
cooperative chief executive, many co-op 
employees, countless advocates for rural 
America and cooperative supporters. 

Shoemaker says the trip exposed 
him to a fascinating new world, one he 
wanted to be a part of. 

“I felt the energy of D.C. — there 
seemed to be a palpable hum and 
crackle of electricity in the air. Important 
decisions were being made, every day, every hour — and 
many of those decisions affect people in rural America 
where I grew up, my family, friends, and neighbors,” he 
says.

“Now that I have been in and around D.C. for many 
years, I am more accustomed to this energy — but for 
someone from a rural, small town, my initial visit with 
Youth Tour made a lasting impression.”

For some students, the trip marks their first visit to our 
nation’s capital. There, they get the chance to witness 
and experience things they’ve only seen in textbooks and 
movies. Alumni say the experience opened their eyes — 
and doors, too.

“While I loved how many opportunities I saw in the 
city, [it] also reminded me of the strengths of my rural 
community: the way people look out for each other, the 
values it teaches and the benefit of knowing everyone 
you pass,” says Hohman, who now serves as director of 
government affairs for the National Association of Rural 
Health Clinics. In that role, she leads the legislative and 
regulatory efforts for the 5,700 rural health clinics across 
the country. 

“Youth Tour,” she adds, “encouraged me to pursue 
internship opportunities at my local cooperative, NRECA, 
the Pennsylvania Office of Rural Health … and all the way 
to my current role.”

While Youth Tour ushers some students into public 

service and federal careers, others find themselves 
accepting roles at one of Pennsylvania’s rural electric 
cooperatives. 

“In 1983, I ended up coming back to the cooperative 
as a summer employee on the right-of-way crew before 
attending college in the fall,” Glessner says. “That led to a 
lifelong career with the cooperative, working my way up 
through the ranks — starting on the right-of-way crew, then 
onto the metering department, and finally as the manager 
of outside operations until my retirement in February 2024.”

Advocacy and family
Beyond influencing their career choices, alumni 

say Youth Tour introduced them to new people and 
perspectives and helped shape their view of the world. 

“Youth Tour opened my mind and imagination,” 
Shoemaker says. “I will never forget how proud my 
parents, siblings, friends, and neighbors were of me. Do 
you know how awesome it is to experience all that trust, 
confidence and pride from a small, rural community? It’s 
incredibly important for a young person — it reinforces the 
idea that even people from rural areas can help improve 
their local and national policies.”

Each trip, students visit Capitol Hill, and if schedules 
allow, they meet with and often ask questions of sitting 
legislators. In 2026, students spent time with U.S. Sen. John 
Fetterman (D-Pa.) along with staffers representing U.S. Sen. 

THEN AND NOW:THEN AND NOW: Sarah Hohman, right, oversees government 
affairs for the National Association of Rural Health Clinics. In 2016, 
Hohman, third from left, was a Youth Tour student sightseeing around 
Washington, D.C., where the seeds were sown for her career in rural 
advocacy.
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Dave McCormick (R-Pa.) and several other lawmakers. In 
1982, teens came face to face with a president.

“We not only got to tour the White House,” Glessner 
says, “but we were also fortunate enough to have President 
Ronald Reagan address the whole Youth Tour group on 
the front lawn of the White House.”

This up-close-and-personal look at government in 
action encouraged Nick Isenberg, a 1995 Youth Tour 
student from Valley REC, to explore one of his passions. 

“I like advocating for a cause,” says Isenberg, an 
agriculture science instructor at Milton Hershey School, 
“whether it’s rural electric cooperatives, or now, ag 
education. Youth Tour gave me the tools to take a passion 
and advocate for it.”

For Glessner and many others, Youth Tour has also 
become a family experience. In fact, it’s not unusual for 
several generations of a family to go through the program. 

“All three of our sons as well as one of our daughters-
in-law were also fortunate enough to participate as Youth 
Tour delegates,” he says. “It is a very special experience, 
and I would highly encourage anyone who can to take 
advantage of this opportunity.”

‘More to life’
2026 marked my 20th year participating in Youth Tour 

and fifth year as the Pennsylvania/New Jersey director. 
Besides being a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
most students, Youth Tour is a place where teens are 
encouraged to find their voices, step outside their comfort 
zone, try new things and go back to their hometowns 
knowing they can make a difference. 

Every year, I see that shift in delegates, 
and it is truly remarkable to witness. With 
Youth Tour, it is not always about the 
places you visit, but the people you meet 
along the way. 

“Youth Tour gave me an opportunity to 
explore the country outside the small 
town I grew up in,” Isenberg says. 
“There is more to life than the land 
you grew up on. Everyone needs to 
go explore and see what makes this 
country great.”

“I genuinely believe the world 
would be a better place if all students 
had the opportunity to experience a 
trip as impactful as Youth Tour,” Hohman adds. “There is 
something so uniquely powerful for a student to have your 
future believed in and championed.” 

* * *
To learn more about participating in the 2027 Youth 

Tour, call your local electric cooperative, visit its website 
and look for updates in Penn Lines. 

NICK 
ISENBERG
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YOUTH TOUR 2026:
STUDENTS MAKE THEIR MARK
Eighty-eight students from Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey took a once-in-a-lifetime trip in June when they 
traveled from their electric cooperatives across the  
two states to Washington, D.C., for the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour.
While there, they toured monuments and memorials, 
visited museums and Capitol Hill, met with lawmakers 
and their staffs, and networked with nearly 1,800 other 
students from across the United States.
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COMMUNITYCORNER  PEOPLE & PLACES

Main Office: Somerset, Pa.
Consumer-members served: 13,922
Website: somersetrec.com

Local Lore 
Sullivan County Rural 
Electric Cooperative
What Happens When 
‘He’s’ Late in Paying Taxes?

If you ever find yourself in a 
position to deed your land to God, 
just make sure He understands the 
ins and outs of property taxes. 

Peter Armstrong learned this lesson 
the hard way in the mid-1800s after 
purchasing 600 acres of land between 
Laporte and Lewis Lake in Sullivan 
County, home today to Sullivan 
County Rural Electric Cooperative.

There, in 1860, Armstrong fulfilled 
his dream of establishing a religious 
community, which he called Celestia 
and where true believers could “join 
themselves to the Lord in a perpetual 
covenant.” He even convinced 
President Abraham Lincoln to exempt 
its residents from military service as 
the Civil War took shape. According 
to Armstrong, the town’s inhabitants 
were “peaceable aliens and wilderness 
exiles” from the rest of Pennsylvania.

That was all well and good until he 
chose to take his separation from the 
secular world one step too far: As the 
1870s unfolded, Armstrong executed 
and recorded a deed transferring his 
land to God himself. In doing so, the 
Celestia founder believed the area 
would be considered sacred and, of 
course, free from property taxes. 

The problem? County officials 
didn’t agree. 

And so around 1876, the county 
demanded someone — anyone — pay 
back taxes on the land. Armstrong 
refused, and at the tax sale that 

followed, one of his sons bought the 
property. By the time Armstrong died 
in 1887, the community had almost 
entirely folded. 

At the end of the day, perhaps even 
Armstrong would concede that his 
town’s fate was, as they say, all part of 
God’s plan. 

* * *
(Editor’s note: These days, Celestia 

is mostly wilderness, but a section of the 
site along Route 42 in Sullivan County 
does feature a historical marker and 
some remaining foundations. To take a 
self-guided tour, go to scpahistory.com/
celestia and download the brochure.)

HEY

EMAIL YOUR

A Summer Scene
This month’s artwork comes from Ranita Burkholder, 7, 
granddaughter of Irma Zimmerman, a member of Adams 
Electric Cooperative. Ranita decided to depict a scene 
on a summer day around her grandmother’s house. “I 
like to swim in Grandma’s creek,” she says. “I also like to 
read books and draw.” Thank you, Ranita, for sharing your 
artwork with us!

Ranita Burkholder, age 7, Adams Electric Cooperative

CALLING ALL KIDS, ages 5 to 17:  
Show off your artistic skills!

Each month, we’ll feature the artwork of our young readers 
(or our readers’ youngsters), inspired by something they’ve 
read in Penn Lines. Paints, pencils, crayons, clay, sand — any 
physical medium is OK! You may send digital photos of the 
creation to CommunityCorner@prea.com, but please: no 
digital artwork.

Please include the artist’s name, age and electric cooperative, 
plus a 25- to 50-word description of the art.

A HOLY GATHERING:A HOLY GATHERING: Peter Armstrong 
founded Celestia in Sullivan County during 
the 1800s.  

SULLIVAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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REA Energy 
Cooperative, Inc.

Website: www.reaenergy.com
Email: reaenergy@reaenergy.com

Chad CarrickChad Carrick
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Nick Hartman  
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Chris Weller 
Load Management Supervisor

Continued on page 16D

Understanding Your Electric Bill
AU G U ST I S  TY P I CA L LY O N E  O F  AU G U ST I S  TY P I CA L LY O N E  O F  the warmest months of the year, 
and that means air conditioners across our community are 
working overtime to keep homes comfortable. During periods 
of extreme heat, many members may see an increase in their 
electric bill and wonder what factors contribute to the cost of 
electricity.

At REA Energy, we believe understanding your electric bill is 
an important part of being an informed member. While the total 
amount due may seem like a single number, it actually reflects 
several different costs associated with delivering reliable electricity to 
your home or business.

The largest factor is often the amount of energy you use. Electricity is measured in 
kilowatt-hours, and the more energy your household consumes, the higher your bill 
will be. During the summer, air conditioning is typically the largest driver of increased 
energy use. When temperatures climb into the 90s and higher, our cooling systems 
run longer and more frequently, consuming significantly more electricity than they 
do during milder weather.

Another major factor is the cost of generating or purchasing electricity. REA 
Energy, like the other rural electric cooperatives in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
purchases its electricity from our statewide generation and transmission provider, 
Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc. The cost of producing electricity fluctuates 
based on fuel prices, including those for natural gas, coal and other energy 
resources used to generate power. Changes in wholesale power costs influence the 
price of electricity delivered to members.

Transmission costs also play a role. Before electricity reaches your home, it must 
travel across a network of high-voltage transmission lines that connect power 
plants to local distribution systems. Transmission equipment requires ongoing 
maintenance and upgrades to ensure reliability, especially as electricity demand 
grows.

Closer to home, REA Energy maintains the local electric distribution system — 
utility poles, power lines, transformers, substations and other essential equipment 
that safely deliver power to members. The cost to maintain this equipment is 
covered through the monthly access fee. This is a flat fee that all members pay, 
regardless of how much electricity they use. It ensures all members pay a fair share 
of the basic, operational costs required to keep the power grid reliable and ready to 
serve your home or business. Whether a member uses a little or a lot of electricity, 
we must maintain infrastructure and have crews, equipment, and resources 
available to provide electricity around the clock.

Summer temperatures can also influence costs in less obvious ways. When the 
demand for electricity is high across a region, wholesale power prices can increase. 
Utilities and grid operators must make sure enough generation is available to meet 
peak demand, and those costs can be reflected throughout the electric system.

The good news is that simple steps to lower energy use can make a meaningful 
difference. Setting your thermostat a few degrees higher when you’re away, replacing 
dirty HVAC filters, using ceiling fans, sealing air leaks and avoiding the use of major 
appliances during the hottest parts of the day can help reduce energy consumption, 
lower your bill, and reduce strain on the local grid during peak demand.

REA Energy’s mission is to provide safe, reliable and affordable electricity while 

STACY  
HILLIARD

OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
844-920-3395

OFFICE HOURS
Indiana Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.Indiana Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Ebensburg Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.Ebensburg Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday and FridayMonday, Wednesday and Friday

Closed Tuesday and ThursdayClosed Tuesday and Thursday

COOPERATIVECONNECTION
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Youth Tour: A Tradition of Leadership and Cooperation
KAYLA KING, CCC, MARKETING AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST

E AC H  J U N E , H I G H  S C H O O L ST U D E N T S  E AC H  J U N E , H I G H  S C H O O L ST U D E N T S  from across the 
country travel to Washington, D.C., through the Rural 
Electric Youth Tour, a leadership program sponsored 
by electric cooperatives nationwide. More than just a 
sightseeing trip, Youth Tour gives students the opportunity 
to learn about the cooperative business model, develop 
leadership skills, meet elected officials and gain a deeper 
understanding of their communities.

The program traces its roots back to 1964, when  
Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson challenged electric cooperatives 
to give young people the opportunity to experience 
government and leadership firsthand. Inspired by his 
vision, electric cooperatives began sponsoring educational 
trips to the nation’s capital. Throughout the decades, 
the program has grown into one of the most successful 
youth leadership initiatives in the country, introducing 
thousands of students to the values and principles that 
guide electric cooperatives.	

Today, Youth Tour continues to reflect several of the 
Seven Cooperative Principles, including education, training 
and information, cooperation among cooperatives, 
and concern for community. These principles are 
woven throughout the week as students learn and build 
relationships with peers from across the country.

This year, REA Energy was proud to sponsor seven 
outstanding students from our service territory to 
participate in the 2026 Rural Electric Youth Tour. Along 
with fellow delegates from Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
the students embarked on a week-long adventure filled 
with learning opportunities, historical landmarks and 
unforgettable experiences.

Learning, growing, discovering
The journey began on Monday, June 15, as students 

boarded buses and traveled to Washington, D.C. After 
arriving at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention 
Center, delegates participated in orientation activities that 
introduced them to the week’s events and helped them 
connect with fellow participants. The evening concluded 
with a ride on the Capital Wheel, which offered breath-
taking views of the Potomac River and the Washington 
skyline. For many students, it was their first glimpse of the 
nation’s capital and the start of an exciting week ahead.

Tuesday continued the focus on leadership and 
cooperative education while also giving delegates a 
first-hand look at government in action. Students began 
the day with a co-op advocacy class, where they learned 

about the role electric cooperatives play in serving 
rural communities and advocating for their members. 
Delegates then listened to speeches by Youth Leadership 
Council (YLC) candidates and participated in the 
voting process, gaining valuable insight into democratic 
participation and leadership development.

Following these sessions, students traveled to Capitol 
Hill to meet with congressional representatives and staff 
members. These conversations provided a meaningful 
opportunity to discuss issues impacting rural communities, 
energy policy and the future of the electric cooperative 
industry. The day concluded with the Marine Corps Sunset 
Parade at the Iwo Jima Memorial and a visit to the Pentagon 
Memorial, a powerful tribute to service and sacrifice.

Wednesday gave students the opportunity to connect 
history with government while exploring some of 
Washington, D.C.’s most notable landmarks. The day began 
at Arlington National Cemetery, where the teens reflected 
on the sacrifices made by generations of Americans. 
Students then visited both the Smithsonian National 
Museum of Natural History and the National Museum of 
American History, expanding their understanding of the 
nation’s scientific and cultural heritage.

Later, they toured several iconic memorials, including 
those dedicated to Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR), Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Thomas Jefferson. The visit to the FDR 
Memorial served as a reminder of the important role the 
Rural Electrification Act played in bringing electricity to 
rural America and helping launch the electric cooperative 
movement. The day concluded with an evening of fun 
and fellowship at the Boardwalk Arcade, where students 
strengthened friendships with fellow delegates.

Thursday’s activities centered on leadership, 
communication and personal growth. Students 
participated in the Leadership in Action program, an 
interactive experience designed to build confidence 
and strengthen leadership skills. They also visited the 
Planet Word Museum, which celebrates language and 
communication.

Later that afternoon, delegates toured the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, one of the week’s most 
impactful stops. The museum’s exhibits encouraged 
students to reflect on history, human rights and the 
importance of civic responsibility. The evening brought 
together students from across the country for NRECA’s 
Youth Evening and Camp Co-op, where they celebrated 
the cooperative spirit while building friendships that often 
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last long after the trip ends.
Friday offered a blend of education and entertainment. 

Students explored the National Zoo and visited the 
Museum of Illusions before gathering for the Co-op 
Connections Evening. The event served as a celebration 
of the relationships formed throughout the week 
and highlighted the principle of cooperation among 
cooperatives. By bringing together students from different 
states, backgrounds and communities, Youth Tour 
demonstrates how cooperatives achieve more when they 
work together toward common goals.

Before departing for home on Saturday, delegates visited 
the Lincoln Memorial, World War II Memorial, Korean War 
Veterans Memorial and Vietnam Veterans Memorial. These 
final stops provided an opportunity to reflect on the history, 
leadership and service that shaped our nation, as well as the 
lessons learned throughout the week.

The next generation of leaders
While the monuments, museums, and landmarks make 

Youth Tour memorable, the true value of the program lies 
in the experiences students gain and the connections they 
make. By investing in young leaders and introducing them 
to the principles that have guided electric cooperatives for 
generations, REA Energy and electric cooperatives across 
the country are helping prepare the next generation to 
lead, serve, and strengthen their communities.

Now 62 years after its founding, the Rural Electric Youth 
Tour continues to fulfill its original purpose: providing 
young people with opportunities to learn, grow and 
discover how they can make a positive impact on the 
world around them. For REA Energy’s delegates, the 
memories made and lessons learned during the 2026 
Youth Tour will undoubtedly last a lifetime. 
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Right-of-way management/facility construction news
REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming work in the following areas in August: 
Contractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service will be trimming the rights of way of the Smithport substation service 

territory, in addition to emergency maintenance areas.
Members in the areas affected will be notified. Contractors will perform all right-of-way work per REA Energy 

specifications. All contractor employees will carry identification cards and their vehicles will display their company name.
If you have any questions, call 724-349-4800 or view the specifications at reaenergy.com.

Thomas Aurandt
District 4

Sandra Dill
District 9

Robert P. Neese
Secretary/Treasurer

District 5

Michael J. Bertolino
Chairman
District 3

Tom Beresnyak
District 1

Wayne Farabaugh
Vice Chairman

District 8

John R. Learn
District 6

Anthony Enciso
District 7

J.R. “Rick” Shope
District 2

REA Energy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Your Board of Directors

UNDERSTANDING YOUR ELECTRIC BILL
Continued from page 16A

being transparent about the factors that impact energy 
costs. We understand every dollar matters, and we are 
committed to making smart investments that keep the 
lights on and support the communities we serve.

If you ever have questions about your electric bill or 
are looking for energy efficiency tips to help you save, 

please reach out. We’re here to help you make informed 
decisions that work for your household.

Thank you for allowing REA Energy to serve you. 

STACY HILLIARD, CCC, CKAE
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING MANAGER
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R U R A L E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E S R U R A L E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E S 

were formed to serve members with 
affordable, reliable and safe power. 
But what role, if any, does the federal 
government play in ensuring that 
happens?  

The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) is an 
independent agency in Washington, 
D.C., with authority over the 
transmission and sale of electricity 
in interstate commerce. It also 
regulates the interstate commerce of 
natural gas and oil and the siting of 
natural gas and hydropower facilities. 
Basically, FERC oversees how energy 
moves across the country via high-
voltage power lines or large pipelines.

FERC doesn’t regulate your local 
distribution cooperative, but it does 
exert authority over the wholesale 
energy markets where Allegheny 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. (Allegheny) 
— the wholesale power provider for 
cooperatives in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey — purchases power. 
By setting transmission rates that 

Allegheny and others must pay, 
the federal agency can ultimately 
influence electricity prices.

The commission works to maintain 
fair prices within wholesale electricity 
markets run by six regional trans-
mission organizations, such as PJM 
Interconnection, which manages the 
electric grid for Pennsylvania, 12 other 
states and Washington, D.C. 

Overall, FERC sides with conserving 
energy and encourages utilities to 
find ways to reduce demand, which 
eventually can place downward 
pressure on monthly bills. 

The commission largely lacks 
authority over electric transmission in 
terms of siting and construction. That 
falls under state and local authorities. 

FERC’s authority over building 
generation is also limited to only 
approving, licensing and inspecting 
hydropower plants, such as the 
Raystown Hydroelectric Plant 
in Huntingdon, which produces 
approximately 2% of Allegheny’s 
annual energy needs.

What is FERC and Why Does  
It Matter to Electric Cooperatives?
C ATH Y C A S H

ENERGYMATTERS POWERING YOUR LIFE

A column brought to you by Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc.

When it comes to grid reliability, 
the buck stops with FERC. The 
commission directs the national grid 
watchdog — the North American 
Electric Reliability Corporation 
(NERC) — and enforces its 
mandatory reliability rules and 
requirements on grid operators 
and owners of the U.S. bulk power 
system, including utilities and energy 
producers.

NERC became the electric reliability 
organization for the continental 
United States after the historic 
blackout of Aug. 14, 2003, which left 
more than 50 million people in the 
Northeast and parts of the Midwest 
without electricity from several hours 
to several days. FERC can require 
NERC to set new reliability standards 
or update current rules as needed to 
protect the grid’s ability to serve today’s 
increased demand.

FERC is made up of five commis-
sioners appointed by the president 
and confirmed by the U.S. Senate for 
five-year terms. The chair presides 
over open, public meetings on the 
third Thursday of the month, where 
the commission votes on orders 
to act on or approve projects or set 
precedents. You can even watch these 
meetings at home live on ferc.gov. 

CATHY CASH CATHY CASH writes on consumer and cooperative writes on consumer and cooperative 
affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the national trade association Association, the national trade association 
representing more than 900 local electric representing more than 900 local electric 
cooperatives. cooperatives. 

* * ** * *

ALLEGHENY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., ALLEGHENY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., 
based in Harrisburg, Pa., is the wholesale power based in Harrisburg, Pa., is the wholesale power 
provider for the 14 rural electric cooperatives in provider for the 14 rural electric cooperatives in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The cooperative has Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The cooperative has 
a proud history of investing in sustainable energy a proud history of investing in sustainable energy 
solutions to benefit the communities it serves while solutions to benefit the communities it serves while 
providing reliable energy at an affordable price.providing reliable energy at an affordable price.

LIMITED POWER:LIMITED POWER: The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission holds limited authority over 
approving, licensing and inspecting hydropower plants, such as the Raystown Hydroelectric 
Plant in Huntingdon. The run-of-river facility generates approximately 2% of energy produced 
by Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc., the wholesale power provider for the 13 rural electric 
cooperatives in Pennsylvania and one in New Jersey.
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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Inside the

Lines
Inside the

Policy, Politics & Power
Lines

Check out Inside the Lines, a  monthly 
podcast from the Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association  that spotlights issues facing rural 
electric cooperatives in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey.  Look for policy updates,  plus 
insights from cooperative leaders and the 
people who make our rural communities 
special. Listen on Apple Music, Spotify or 
wherever you get your podcasts!  Subscribe 
today at prea.com/podcast.

LISTEN NOW

Policy, Politics & Power



COLIN P. Mc G U IRE 
SENIOR EDITOR / WRITER

FLIES
The Stories After the Story

A S  W E  CO N T I N U E  A S  W E  CO N T I N U E  P E N N  L I N E S ’P E N N  L I N E S ’   60th anniversary 
celebration, we catch up with two readers who once 
graced our pages.

From cave to cover
Being a Penn Lines cover star can lead to so many 

things: exposure, notoriety, fame. And yet, in the case of 

Valley Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) member George 
Bange, it led to even more. 

“Oh, yeah, I got rich off being on that cover,” he says — 
tongue in cheek — with a laugh. “To be honest, I don’t 
remember getting my photo taken. It was such a long 
time ago; I don’t even remember what I had for breakfast 
today.”

CAVE’S CAREGIVER:CAVE’S CAREGIVER: George Bange, a member of Valley Rural Electric Cooperative, continues to give tours of Rupert Cave in Mifflin County. He 
and his wife, Karen, purchased the property and their story was chronicled in the November 2001 issue of Penn Lines. Above, Bange recreates 
the cover image of that issue, which was taken 25 years ago. 
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Bange appeared on Penn Lines’ cover in November 
2001, offering a wry smile as he sat in a cave, providing the 
leading image for the cover story, “A Craving for Caving.” 
The article chronicled the story of Bange and his wife, 
Karen, who purchased the property surrounding Rupert 
Cave in Mifflin County, which people have been visiting 
for more than 140 years — based on records and etchings 
on its walls.

The couple has since devoted much of their lives to 
improving and preserving the site while also leading tours. 

“The biggest change for me since that photo was taken 
was that we got older,” George says. “The cave itself hasn’t 
changed, but we can’t do as much caving anymore. I just 
turned 67, and that’s a young person’s activity.

“For 25 years, Karen and I led every trip into that cave,” 
he adds. “But we’re starting to really slow down, and we’re 
trying to get other people involved who can protect the 
cave and show people around.”

George’s longtime goal was to travel to the very back of 
the cave, even as he hit 60 years old. Not only did he achieve 
that, but he’s also made the trip each year since then. 

His policy since the article’s publication has been to 
schedule six trips per year with six people per trip (To learn 
more, visit karst.org/index.php/rupert-cave-preserve/).

As for his star turn as the November 2001 “cover boy,” 
George says he was happy to spread the word about caving 
within Penn Lines’ pages, if only to help educate folks near 
and far about the importance of keeping caves functional 
and pristine. 

“It’s been a treat to meet so many people through the 
years,” he says. “We’ve had clubs come from all over, so it’s 
been fun. We’ll always love owning that property.”

A photo and a turning point
Adams Electric Cooperative’s Tom Knaub didn’t find 

himself on the cover of Penn Lines, but he does have fond 
memories of being featured in one of its earliest issues.

The edition was published in May 1968, only two years 
after Penn Lines released its inaugural issue. Knaub was  
8 years old.

“The article was about the first York County 4-H Electric 
Club Roundup [sponsored by Adams Electric]. They were 
teaching kids about basic electricity; I look a little younger 
in the picture than I look right now,” he says, laughing.

Knaub was photographed for the magazine after 
receiving a blue ribbon for his exhibit. He says a career in 
electricity wasn’t in the cards until that day, which turned 
out to be a huge turning point in his life. 

Knaub went on to serve a four-year apprenticeship 
through IBEW Local 229, a York-based electrical workers 

union, on his way to becoming a job foreman and then 
the regional superintendent for I.B. Abel, Inc., an electrical 
contractor in York, where he was employed for almost 
40 years. Today, he is a director for Adams Electric and 
Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc., the co-op’s wholesale 
energy provider.

“My career probably started that day when I was 8 years 
old,” Knaub says. “It got me interested in electrical things 
— I loved seeing sparks fly.”

Among the memories he cherishes of being featured in 
Penn Lines is the impact it had on his mother, who he had 
a special relationship with. She passed away in 2000.

“She was really excited to see me in there,” Knaub says. 
“She had a diary from age 7 to 70 and all these other 
personal things we didn’t know she had, including this 
copy of Penn Lines with the article I was in. Both my 
parents always loved reading the magazine.”

Now retired, Knaub appreciates the journey he’s taken 
since that moment in 1968. 

BLUE-RIBBON WINNER:BLUE-RIBBON WINNER: Tom Knaub didn’t know it at the time, but a 
winning electrical exhibit — and a shout-out in Penn Lines nearly  
60 years ago — would change his life. It led to a career in the electrical 
field and his current role as a board member for Gettysburg-based 
Adams Electric Cooperative. He is also a director for Allegheny Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., the co-op’s wholesale energy provider.
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SMARTCIRCUITS HOME ENERGY SOLUTIONS

E V E RY B O DY WA N T S  A CO M F O RTA B L E E V E RY B O DY WA N T S  A CO M F O RTA B L E 

home. Energy-efficiency upgrades 
can help lower your electric bill and 
make your home more comfortable, 
too. If you can’t find relief from heat 
on summer days, take it as a sign 
that your home needs an efficiency 
upgrade.

Energy-efficiency upgrades often 
start with the same basic principle: 
Keep outside air from coming inside 
and inside air from leaking out. 
Insulation, air sealing, duct sealing, 
and heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) upgrades can 
dramatically improve the comfort of 
your home. 

A fully insulated home, including 
attic, walls and floor, is more 
comfortable: It’s like a blanket 
for your home. It can also offer a 
surprising reduction in noise from 
outside. Air sealing is a lesser-known 
efficiency upgrade that keeps air 

Efficiency Matters for Comfort
M I R A N DA BO U TE LLE

from entering and exiting the home 
through cracks and gaps. Some air 
sealing can be done from inside 
the home, such as using expanding 
foam around plumbing under sinks, 
adding gaskets to outlets on exterior 
walls, caulking around windows or 
weatherstripping around doors. 

Attics and crawl spaces offer 
additional opportunities to reduce 
air leakage and increase comfort. 
In the attic, sealing gaps around top 
plates, open soffit areas, cove ceilings 
and balloon framing can help keep 
conditioned air where it belongs. In 
the basement or crawl space, seal 
around pipes, drains, vents and 
electrical wires. If you need help, 
contact a local contractor.

Duct sealing can also improve 
the comfort of your home. Your 
ductwork delivers heated or cooled 
air in a forced-air HVAC system. If 
there are disconnections or leaks in 

the ducts, the air you paid to heat 
or cool may not end up where you 
want it. Disconnects and leaks can 
cause hot or cold spots in the home. 
An HVAC professional can inspect or 
test your ducts to make sure they are 
connected and sealed properly. 

Air sealing and duct sealing can 
also improve the air quality in your 
home. Air leakage between the 
conditioned area of the home and 
the attic or crawl space can introduce 
dust, pollen, mold, or other allergens 
you don’t want to breathe. Reducing 
air leakage can reduce the chance of 
these things circulating throughout 
your home.  

Upgrading to a heat pump can also 
boost comfort and efficiency. Heat 
pump technology is often about three 
times as efficient as electric resistance 
heat because it uses refrigerant to 
move heat instead of creating it. If 
you’re upgrading from electric or 
gas heat, a heat pump can efficiently 
heat and cool your home, making it 
comfortable year-round. 

If you already have a heat pump or 
any forced-air HVAC system, annual 
maintenance and regularly changing 
your filter maximizes system operation 
and comfort. 

Consider improving your home with 
these energy-efficiency upgrades. Your 
family — and your electric bills — will 
be much more comfortable. 

MIRANDA BOUTELLE MIRANDA BOUTELLE is the chief operating is the chief operating 
officer at Efficiency Services Group in Oregon, a officer at Efficiency Services Group in Oregon, a 
cooperatively owned energy efficiency company. cooperatively owned energy efficiency company. 
She has more than 20 years of experience helping She has more than 20 years of experience helping 
people save energy at home, and she writes on people save energy at home, and she writes on 
energy efficiency topics for the National Rural energy efficiency topics for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the national trade Electric Cooperative Association, the national trade 
association representing more than 900 local association representing more than 900 local 
electric cooperatives.electric cooperatives.

KEEP YOUR COOL:KEEP YOUR COOL: Energy-efficiency upgrades can help you and your two- and four-legged 
loved ones keep cool in the summer.
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FAMILY & COMMUNITY RURALROOTS
Awakening Curiosity
A B I G A I L Z I E G E R

W H E N E V E R  I  CO M P L A I N E D  T H AT I  W H E N E V E R  I  CO M P L A I N E D  T H AT I  was bored as a child, my 
mother always gave me the same response: “Only boring 
people get bored.” Her point was that instead of blaming the 
world around me for being boring, I should look inward; 
perhaps the problem was my attitude. She taught me I could 
choose whether boredom would be a reason to complain or 
a catalyst for creativity. I eventually came to believe anything 
could be interesting if I allowed myself to be interested.

My mom’s saying became a personal adage, one I still 
use with my own children and my students. Unfortunately, 
most kids disagree with me. 
Students often zone out, 
complain about assignments 
or flat-out refuse to do work 
they don’t want to do. It can 
be a struggle even with the 
most fascinating topics.

It’s easy to blame an 
out-of-touch teacher or a 
dull assignment for lack of 
interest, but parents can 
foster an attitude of curiosity 
and a sense of agency in 
our children. As our kids’ 
first and most influential 
teachers, parents have more 
power to awaken curiosity 
than we realize.

One underused tool is 
to lean into our children’s 
interests, especially the ones 
we might not enjoy ourselves. 
Some kids couldn’t care less about geometry, but they’ll 
talk your ear off about TikTok. When we listen and ask 
questions, we are both connecting with our children and 
helping them connect with the world around them. This 
habit may seem insignificant, but over time, it fosters the 
attitude that it’s worth paying attention to things.

Parents can also encourage a culture of curiosity at 
home. Ask questions, go down rabbit holes, extend 
conversations into meaningful discussions and debate. 
Check out library books or go experience a new place. 
This is organic learning in action; no textbooks required. 
There are whole worlds out there we know so little about, 
and exploring them alongside our kids is the first step to 
rousing their curiosity.

Additionally, we can help our kids become more 

interested, engaged people by encouraging interaction 
in the real world. Let’s be honest — there’s no way a 
teacher or parent can compete with the pace of social 
media. Sometimes, we need to remove the electronics to 
let boredom do its work. Have your kids work with their 
hands or go on a screen-free adventure. When our kids are 
mentally and physically engaged in the real world, there is 
less listlessness and more investment in things that matter.  

Despite our best efforts, the reality is that sometimes 
kids just need a little self-discipline. I often joke with my 

children that they don’t 
have to want to do a task 
— they just need to do it. 
In a world where instant 
gratification is the norm, 
our kids need to learn to 
accept the yucky feelings 
that come with tedious 
work. Set a timer, put on 
some music, make a cup 
of tea, do whatever you 
have to do to buckle up 
and get it done. After all, 
being able to complete 
tasks we don’t feel 
like doing is not just a 
homework skill, it’s a life 
skill.

There’s no magic 
formula to turn our 
children into academic 
enthusiasts. However, 

growing up in a home where curiosity is modeled, interest 
is valued, and boredom is tolerated (dare I say, celebrated) 
can help form an outlook kids will take with them for the 
long haul. Children who are immersed in these habits at 
home are more likely to bring curiosity, interest and care 
into the rest of their lives. Will they eventually agree that 
“only boring people get bored?” Maybe not right away, but 
ask them again in 20 years or so. 

ABIGAIL ZIEGER ABIGAIL ZIEGER is a music teacher and singer by trade, but also enjoys is a music teacher and singer by trade, but also enjoys 
capturing life experiences through writing. When not singing, teaching or capturing life experiences through writing. When not singing, teaching or 
typing, she can be found working in her kitchen, helping her kids with school typing, she can be found working in her kitchen, helping her kids with school 
or consuming copious amounts of coffee. A member of Claverack Rural Electric or consuming copious amounts of coffee. A member of Claverack Rural Electric 
Cooperative, Abigail lives with her husband and four children in northeast Cooperative, Abigail lives with her husband and four children in northeast 
Pennsylvania.Pennsylvania.
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COOPERATIVEKITCHEN  FRESH TAKES ON SEASONAL RECIPES

SPAGHETTI SQUASH WITH CHICKPEAS

	 3	pounds spaghetti squash
	 4	tablespoons extra virgin 

olive oil, divided
	 1	small red onion, diced
	 4	tablespoons lemon juice
	 2	cloves garlic
	 1	(15.5-ounce) can chickpeas, 

drained and rinsed
	 1	teaspoon Chinese five 

spice powder
	 1	teaspoon kosher salt
	 ½	teaspoon black pepper
	 ½	cup parsley, chopped
	 1/3	cup crumbled feta

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Using a sharp knife, halve 
spaghetti squash lengthwise and discard seeds. Rub 
1 tablespoon olive oil on skin and flesh of each half. 
Place halves cut side down on a baking sheet. Bake 
for 30 minutes or until squash is tender. Meanwhile, 
combine red onion with lemon juice in a small bowl; set 
aside. Remove squash from oven and cool. Use a fork 
to shred squash strands and place in a serving bowl; set 
aside. On medium heat, warm 2 tablespoons olive oil 
in a small skillet. Add chopped garlic and saute for 2 to 
3 minutes. Add chickpeas, Chinese five spice powder, 
salt and pepper. Cook for 2 to 3 minutes. Toss seasoned 
chickpeas with spaghetti squash. Stir in parsley and 
marinated red onion, including onion juice. Top with feta 
and serve at room temperature. Makes 6 to 8 servings.

S U M M E R ’ S  E N D  I S  A P P R OAC H I N G ;  S U M M E R ’ S  E N D  I S  A P P R OAC H I N G ;  it’s time to play with tomatoes, sweet bell 
peppers and summer squash. Also, have fun with fresh herbs and onions. You 
can purchase these seasonal ingredients at the local farmers market to make 
the most of late summer cooking without spending hours in the kitchen. 

Fresh tomatoes make a flavorful salsa. Use a one-bowl method for quick 
preparation and easy cleanup. Dress up black beans and rice with fresh bell 
peppers, yellow onions, and cilantro. Make a filling low-carb pasta substitute 
with spaghetti squash. 

ANNE M. ANNE M. KIRCHNERKIRCHNER focuses her writing on human connections, travel and culinary arts, researching food  focuses her writing on human connections, travel and culinary arts, researching food 
origins, exploring cooking techniques, and creating new recipes.origins, exploring cooking techniques, and creating new recipes.

From Farmers 
Market to Table
A N N E M . K I RC H N E R

PHOTOS BY ANNE M. KIRCHNER

SUMMER RICE & BEANS

	 2	tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
	 ½	cup yellow onion, diced
	 1	yellow or red bell pepper, diced
	 4	cloves garlic, minced
	 1	teaspoon kosher salt
	 1	tablespoon lime juice
	 1	cup long-grain white rice, rinsed
11/2 	cups chicken stock
	 1	(15.5 -ounce) can black 

beans, drained and rinsed
	 1/4	cup cilantro, chopped

In a large skillet, heat olive oil over medium heat. Add 
onion, bell pepper and garlic. Saute for about 3 minutes 
or until onion is translucent. Season with salt and lime 
juice. Add rice and stir. Cook for 3 minutes or until the 
rice begins to toast. Add chicken stock and black beans; 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat to low and cover with a 
tight-fitting lid. Cook for 15 to 20 minutes or until rice is 
tender. Fluff rice with a fork and stir in cilantro.  
Makes 6 to 8 servings.

Place tomatoes, onion, green pepper, cilantro, jalapeno 
pepper — remove seeds for a mild salsa — and lime juice 
in a food processor. Pulse ingredients until desired 
texture is achieved. Season with cumin, oregano, garlic 
salt and pepper. Let salsa set for 30 to 45 minutes 
to blend flavors. Serve with tortilla chips or use as a 
topping for tacos, enchiladas, or grilled chicken.  
Makes 6 to 8 servings.

	 3	large tomatoes, chunked
	 ½	small yellow onion, chopped
	 ½	green pepper, chopped
	 1/4	cup cilantro leaves
	 1	jalapeno pepper, diced
	 2	tablespoons lime juice
	 ½	teaspoon ground cumin
	 1	teaspoon dried oregano
	 1	teaspoon garlic salt
	 ½	teaspoon black pepper

FRESH TOMATO SALSA
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W H E T H E R  I T ’ S  A STO R M  B LO W- OV E R W H E T H E R  I T ’ S  A STO R M  B LO W- OV E R 

or a purposeful cut-down, the sudden 
loss of a big tree can have a huge 
impact on the surrounding yard.

A big tree is such a dominant 
landscape player that its leafy canopy 
dictates the light for everything 
underneath, and its roots determine 
what neighbors can stick around.

Over time, plants and grass within 
the tree’s kingdom either adapt or die.

Astute gardeners know enough to 
plan for choices that can compete 
with a big tree’s nutrient and water 
demands and limiting light.

A big-tree loss changes that dynamic; 
suddenly, sunlight floods a dry-shade 
yard.

Shade gardens filled with hostas, 
azaleas, hydrangeas, and ferns often 
wilt, bleach, and die from the shock, 
causing gardeners to fear they’ve lost 
everything along with the tree.

This scenario is especially 
worrisome if it happens during the 
growing season. Big-tree losses are 
happening more frequently due to 
more intense storms, wilt disease in 
oaks, emerald ash borer attacks on 
ash trees, and increased heat stressing 
cool-season preferers, such as sugar 
maple, lindens, and white birch. 

However, the surrounding mayhem 
often looks worse than it turns out to be.

Many plant species can recover 
from the shock, although it may 
take some time. Erin Kinley, Penn 
State Extension’s master gardener 
coordinator, advises gardeners not to 
hit the panic button and rush removal 
or transplanting.

“Transplanting in summer is really 
hard on plants,” she says. “You might 
do more damage than just letting 
them alone.”

In the long run, your job is going 
to be sorting out plants that are likely 
to adapt to the new light from those 

 GARDENING•LANDSCAPING•TRENDS POWERPLANTS
When Big Trees Come Down: What Next?
G E O RG E WE I G E L

that are never going to be happy in 
full sun.

Some plants are versatile enough 
that they’ll grow in shade or brighter 
light, such as oakleaf hydrangeas, 
boxwoods, coralbells, hellebores, 
Japanese anemone, and many hostas.

Woodland natives and thin-leafed 
plants, such as wild ginger, bleeding 
heart, trilliums, toad lilies, and many 
ferns, are most likely to wilt, brown, 
or die.

Plant catalogs and online growing 
sources are useful guides that list the 

light preferences of different species. 
Since most plants aren’t going to 
die if you don’t take immediate 
action, you’ll have time to watch 
and see what unfolds. Keep in mind: 
Just because a plant’s leaves wilt or 
drop doesn’t mean the plant has 
died. (Needled evergreens are an 
exception; if they brown all over and 
drop needles, they’re usually dead.)

Give your shocked plants at least 
a few weeks to rebound. Waiting 
until next spring is even better. If the 
plants are still looking bad and/or 
going downhill instead of bouncing 
back, spring is a good time for 
transplanting.

You can move your shady stalwarts 
to another part of your yard that still 
has shade, or you can plant another 
tree and hope new shade develops 
fast enough to keep most of your 
shade garden alive. If neither of those 
work, try asking friends or neighbors 
with shady yards to adopt your sun-
shocked plants. 

GEOGEORRGE WEIGEL GE WEIGEL is a retired horticulturist, author is a retired horticulturist, author 
of two books about gardening in Pennsylvania, of two books about gardening in Pennsylvania, 
and garden columnist for The Patriot-News/and garden columnist for The Patriot-News/
PennLive.com in Harrisburg.PennLive.com in Harrisburg.

TIPS TO HELP 
LIGHT-FLOODED 
PLANTS SURVIVE…
k Keep plants well-watered.
k �Assemble temporary shade shields 

out of shade cloth, floating row 
covers, burlap, tarps or old sheets. 

k �	Mulch the ground to help mitigate 
the increased soil temperature.

k �Don’t fertilize — it’s counter-
productive to stressed plants, 
especially during hot, dry 
conditions.

TREE TROUBLE:TREE TROUBLE: The loss of this big oak tree — blown over in a storm — will cause a sudden 
and marked change in the growing conditions for plants underneath. 
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ISSUE MONTH	 AD DEADLINE
October	 August 14
November	 September 14
December	 October 14

Please note ads must be received by the due 
date to be included in requested issue month; 
ads received after the due date will run in next 
issue. Written notice of changes/cancelations 
must be received 30 days prior to issue month. 
No ads accepted by phone/email. For more 
information, please call 717-233-5704.
CLASSIFIED AD SUBMISSION/RATES:

ELECTRIC CO-OP MEMBERS:
$20 per month for 30 words or less, 
plus 50¢ for each additional word.
NON-MEMBERS:
$70 per month for 30 words or less,  
plus $1.50 for each additional word.
SPECIAL HEADINGS:
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. 
The special heading fee applies to any heading 
not listed under “FREE HEADINGS,” even 
if the heading is already appearing in Penn 
Lines. For ads running a special heading in 
consecutive months, the fee is a one-time 
fee of either $5 (members) or $10 (non-
members) for all consecutive insertions.
PAYMENT:
Please make CHECK/MONEY ORDER payable 
to: PREA/Penn Lines. Insertion of classified ad 
serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SEND COMPLETED AD COPY 
AND PAYMENT TO:
Penn Lines Classifieds  
P.O. Box 1266 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266
PLEASE SUBMIT A CLEARLY WRITTEN OR 
TYPED SHEET WITH THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIRED INFORMATION:
	❏ �Cooperative members should  
please submit the mailing label from 
Penn Lines as proof of membership.
	❏ Non-members should submit 
name, address, phone number, and 
email address, if applicable.
	❏ Month(s) in which the ad is to run.
	❏ Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.
	❏ �Heading ad should appear under, or 
name of special heading (additional fee). 
See below for FREE heading options.

FREE HEADINGS:
	❏ Around the House
	❏ Business 
Opportunities
	❏ Employment 
Opportunities
	❏ Events
	❏ Gifts & Collectibles
	❏ Livestock & Pets
	❏ Miscellaneous

	❏ Motor Vehicles 
& Boats
	❏ Nursery & Garden
	❏ Real Estate
	❏ Recipes & Food
	❏ Tools & Equipment
	❏ Travel & Tourism
	❏ Wanted to Buy

CLASSIFIEDADVERTISING 

AA ROOFING

EXPERTS IN HARD-TO-FIND LEAKS! Roof repairs — 
all types. House, barn roofs painted. Slate work, 
chimney repairs. Southwestern PA for over 40 years. 
Speedy service! 814-445-4400.

AROUND THE HOUSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique grandfather 
clock, mantel clock or old pocket watch that needs 
restored, we can fix any timepiece. Macks Clock 
Repair: 814-421-7992.

NEEDED: WOOD FURNITURE REFINISHER near Bedford 
REC, eight pieces, including desk, dinette set, etc. Please 
call 301-652-1414.

ON SALE! — CO-OP COOKBOOK GIFT PACK FOR $12, 
includes shipping. “Country Cooking” and “Recipes 
Remembered” are collections of recipes from electric 
co-op members of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, 
P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write Attention: 
Cookbooks.

BUILDING SUPPLIES

STEEL ROOFING AND SIDING. Over 30 years in 
business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- and 
26-gauge best quality residential roofing — 40-year 
warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, accessories, 
etc. Installation available. Located in northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

FACTORY SECONDS of insulation, 4 x 8 sheets, foil back. 
R-value 6.5 per inch. Great for pole buildings, garages, 
etc. Many thicknesses available. Also blue board insula-
tion sheets. 814-442-6032.

CONSULTING FORESTRY SERVICES

RAYSTOWN FORESTRY CONSULTING. Timber sales, 
appraisals, wildlife habitat management. Dedicated 
to sustainable harvests for present and future genera-
tions to enjoy. 45 years experience. 814-448-0040 or 
814-448-2405.

DUMPSTER RENTAL

ROLL-OFF DUMPSTER RENTAL SERVICE available in 
Adams, Cumberland, Franklin, and Fulton counties, 
Pa., and beyond. Contact us for pricing and scheduling. 
717-860-6274 or heckconstruction33853@gmail.com. 
Heck Construction, based in Orrstown, PA 17244.

ELECTRIC/GENERATORS

GARY & SONS, INC. OFFERS ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
to homes within a 45-mile radius of Falls Creek, Pa. 
We install Generac® generators and do generator 
maintenance using only American-made Amsoil® 
synthetic oil. We also install new panels, EV-charging 
stations, outlets and light fixtures, and do electrical 
repairs. We have flexible scheduling and experienced 
electricians. Mention this ad to receive $500 off a 
new generator installation. Call 814-204-2633 or go 
online to garysinc.com. PA192811.

GIFTS & COLLECTIBLES

ON SALE! — CO-OP COOKBOOK GIFT PACK FOR $12, 
includes shipping. “Country Cooking” and “Recipes 
Remembered” are collections of recipes from electric 
co-op members of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, 
P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write Attention: 
Cookbooks.

HEALTH INSURANCE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your health 
insurance? We cater to rural America’s health 
insurance needs. For more information, call 800-628-
7804. Call us regarding Medicare supplements, too.

HEATING & COOLING

GARY & SONS, INC. HEATING AND COOLING — Save 
money on fuel oil, propane, or your electric bill 
without sacrificing comfort — add a heat pump! 
Contact Gary & Sons, Inc. of Falls Creek, Pa., for a FREE 
estimate: 814-204-2633 or garysinc.com. A Lennox® 
Premier Dealer and Mitsubishi® Diamond Elite 
Contractor, Gary & Sons installs and services heating 
and cooling equipment, hot water tanks, and cleans 
ducts and dryer vents. PA192811.

LEATHER & VINYL REPAIR/RESTORATION

LEATHER DOCTOR — Professional mobile leather and 
vinyl repair. Furniture, autos, boats, RVs. Rips, cracks, 
discoloration and more. For a quote, text photos of 
damage to 814-423-0684.

MEATS

ANGUS FREEZER BEEF. $3.50/LB. HANGING WEIGHT, 
plus processing. No antibiotics or hormones, grass-fed, 
grain-finished, excellent marbling. By the quarter, half 
or whole — discount for halves and multiple quarters. 
Allison Farmz, Alexandria, Pa. 814-669-4014.

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE: BUCKETS, FORKS, THUMBS, grapple 
buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders, backhoes, 
and excavators. Tires for backhoes, rubber tire loaders 
and excavators also. Call 814-329-0118.

FOR SALE: SEA CONTAINERS for storage, 20’ and 40’, 
used or new. One-trip use, also with side doors. Delivery 
available! Bedford County. Cove Container Sales,  
717-475-1190.

TIME TO CLEAN UP MY ACT — ALL FOR SALE: left over 
from 1934 Chevy restoration: 1933 and 1936 engines, 
transmissions, frames, parts and hi-cab ash door kit. 
Bridgeport® round-arm milling machine, high-speed 
head. Kodak® optical comparator, Bliss® 35-ton 
OBI punch press and other smaller presses. Cream 
and green cookstove warming oven, Cedarberg® 
3-HP rotary phase converter, and a Pratt & Whitney® 
pantograph surface grinding wheel dresser. Two 
1970 Ford three-quarter ton, four-wheel drive trucks. 
Southern Blair County. Call 814-224-4962.

NURSERY & GARDEN

TREES AND SHRUBS for all your landscaping needs. 
Rare, unusual, amazing. Bloomfield Nursery,  
167 Sproul Mountain Road, Roaring Spring, PA 
16673. 814-224-4508.
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PLUMBING/WATER SYSTEMS

WATER ISSUES? IT’S TREATABLE! GARY & SONS, 
INC. can install a HALO® Water System to solve 
chlorine or hard water problems. All natural and 
environmentally safe, HALO systems do not require 
mountains of salt and allow healthy minerals to 
remain in place. Installed by our experienced 
plumbers, call 814-204-2633 for details or go online 
to garysinc.com. We now offer residential plumbing 
services within a 45-mile radius of Falls Creek, Pa. 
PA192811.

REAL ESTATE

VIRGINIA’S EASTERN SHORE. Fishermen and beach 
lovers’ paradise. Access the Chesapeake Bay and the 
Atlantic Ocean within minutes. Waterside Village 
3/4-acre (+/-) homesites near marina from $22,900 
with beautiful common areas. Waterfront homesites 
in Clearview on scenic cove just minutes to the bay. 
$150,000 and $199,900 with dock. View properties 
on Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL? Timberland Realty specializes 
in land, sporting properties, camps, cabins, farms, 
waterfront, exquisite second homes and timberland since 
1987. Call our office at 716-962-9935 or agents by region 
– Western Pa.: Ron Westover, 724-422-5525. Central Pa.: 
John Rudy, 717-319-0082. Northern Pa.: Dave Anderson, 
585-808-5696. Brian Bullard, Managing Broker, 716-499-
5608. www.timberlandrealty.net.

BUTLER COUNTY — 139-ACRE GIRL SCOUT CAMP, 
$3,850,000. Clearfield County — 50 acres, cabin, 
utilities, timber, OGM’s, $339,000. Somerset County 
— 83 acres — Sale Pending. Bedford County — 8.1 acres, 
pavilion, $95,000. Cherry Tree — 18.2 acres, gas well, 
$99,000. www.timberlandrealty.net. Ron Westover: 
724-422-5525, 716-962-9935.

REAL ESTATE

CAMP/COTTAGE. Four-and-a-half acres, 4 Mile Road, 
Emporium, Pa. 1500 square feet, completely reno-
vated, well furnished, turnkey sale, two great rooms, 
wood stove, two sleeper sofas, two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms. Septic, well, propane heat, front/back 
covered porches, cedar siding, two-story barn, spring-
fed pond, tree house. Call 717-497-8254.

TIMESHARE CANCELLATION

STOP BEING A TIMESHARE VICTIM! TimeShareBeGone 
will get your timeshare legally cancelled. 100% 
money-back guarantee. A+ BBB rating, 17 years in 
business. Low payment plans. Call 800-214-4460, 
timesharebegone.com.

TRACTOR PARTS – REPAIR/RESTORATION

ARTHURS TRACTORS. Specializing in vintage Ford 
tractors, 30 years’ experience, online parts catalog/
prices, Indiana, PA 15701. Contact us at 877-254-
FORD (3673) or www.arthurstractors.com.

TRAVEL & TOURISM

NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA, oceanfront condo 
rental. Two-bedroom, two-bath, deck overlooking 
beach and pool. $995/week or $3,600/month. No 
pets. Not available Jan. - Mar. Call 814-635-4332 or 
814-979-8058.

PATTON, PA — FULLY FURNISHED THREE-BEDROOM 
HOME for rent. Located two miles from Rock Run 
Recreation and Prince Gallitzin State Park. Rates start at 
$75 a night. 814-674-8037 or 814-656-2945.

TRAVEL & TOURISM

EAGLES WATCH CAMPGROUND – 12-site seasonal 
campground located on the Raystown branch of the 
Juniata River. Short drive to Lake Raystown. H&BT 
Rail Trail located nearby. Approximately 300 feet of 
river frontage. Sewer, water and electricity included 
in our seasonal rate. Each site has 50- and 30-amp 
electricity. Call 814-212-8470. 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND LIFE AWAITS! Two-bedroom, two-
bath condo! Economical getaway! Complex amenities: 
private beach access, pools, hot tub, tennis, pickleball, 
golf! Beach walks. Summer! Fall! Snowbird discount! 
Call 814-431-5540.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC American and foreign cars, 
motorcycles, trucks, Broncos, Blazers and Scouts. 
Any condition. Will buy entire car collections. 
krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-8206.

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC motorcycles wanted. All makes 
and sizes. BSA, Norton, Triumph, Honda, Yamaha, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki, etc. krmiller1965@yahoo.com.  
717-577-8206. 

COLLECTORS BUYING PRE-WAR AND POST-WAR 
Lionel® trains, accessories, Plasticville® buildings, 
Transformers®, etc. Buying pieces to entire collections. 
Call Mick, 814-656-1634, or John, 814-937-9052.

GAS RIGHTS WANTED: No-obligation price quote. One of 
Pennsylvania’s largest and most trusted OGM/mineral 
rights buyer! www.appalachiancleanenergy.com.  
570-948-9280.

CASH FOR GOLD JEWELRY: Rings, wedding rings, 
bracelets, necklaces, chains, earrings, etc. Also buying 
sterling silver jewelry. I even buy broken jewelry! I  
will come to your location to buy. Call: 717-891-6493, 
leave message. York, Pa. 

Selling Land Is Our Pride And Priority!

Rural Properties
Recreational
Farms, Camps, Vacant
Timberland, Investment

Visit timberlandrealty.net, LandLeader.com 
Member - MyState MLS

Timberland Realty is an owner of the 
largest land marketing network in the U.S.

Call: (716) 962-9935
Email: info@timberlandrealty.net

2018-2024

Have something to sell? 
Place a Penn Lines  

classified ad today!
Reach more than 168,000 Pennsylvania 

households! Advertise in Penn Lines. 
www.prea.com/penn-lines-magazine  

or call 717.233.5704
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What’s in a Name?
J O H N K A S U N

M Y N A M E  I S  J O H N . M Y N A M E  I S  J O H N . My father’s name was John, and his 
father’s name was John. The first son often gets his father’s 
name — not creative, but very common. My father was 
a junior, which made me, “the third.” Being “the third” is 
like not being unique enough to have your own name; 
no one cared enough to give you a name, so they gave 
you a number. If I were insecure, it might make me feel 
as important as those tiny tickets at the deli section in the 
grocery store — something the clerk behind the counter 
just shouts so he knows how 
much cheese to cut.

I’ve never given it much 
thought, but perhaps the 
naming process demonstrates 
a lack of creativity. Not the 
person being named, of 
course, because no one gets to 
pick their name.

In your earliest years, 
hearing your name called 
meant one of three things: You 
were lost, you did something 
bad or it was time to eat. For 
several years, that is all your 
name means to you, but when 
you mature and leave home, 
your name is the first thing 
new acquaintances learn 
about you. John is a common 
name, so at times I thought 
about what name I might have 
picked if I had the opportunity 
to choose. Maybe something like Moose, Timber or 
Maverick. Something to stand out a little and occasionally 
move myself to the front of the line.

The advantage of having an unusual name hit me 
recently as I sat in a waiting room that served several 
different doctors. Every few minutes a nurse would 
appear at the doorway and call out a name. Someone in 
the packed room would stand up and be escorted into 
the exam area. When your name was called, it was like 
winning the lottery. That is, until the nurse called for 
“John” and five guys stood up.

I understand there is a government regulation stating 

that announcing a person’s full name in a doctor’s office 
is an invasion of privacy, which is interesting because the 
government has no problem tracking my bank deposits, 
what brand of cereal I eat or the size of my underwear. 
At least they draw the line at announcing my last name 
in the doctor’s office. I think I would rather they use my 
last name as opposed to saying, “John, with the enlarged 
prostate, you’re next.”

To all you soon-to-be parents or grandparents out 
there, consider using some 
creativity when selecting the 
child’s name. It takes nine 
months for a child to develop, 
so spend some of that time 
coming up with a name that 
will help them stand out from 
the crowd.

Let me be clear: I have 
nothing against John, Joe, 
Bill, Tom, Mary, Ann, Patty 
or Ellen. All I am suggesting 
is that each child is unique. 
While their name does not 
define who they are or what 
they will become, it just might 
help them get established as an 
individual.

Just for fun, and to get them 
off to a good start, put some 
effort into a suitable name 
for your new family member 
and the next generation of 

your family tree. Maybe Griffith, Frazier, Neal, Pierce or 
Chance? How about Hallee, Rilynn, Cinnamon or Elysia? 
There are plenty more to choose from. 

The name you select is the first gift you give a child, and 
it could just be one of the most important. A unique name 
is also a great conversation starter, and you never know 
where that might lead in the future. You get the idea. Give 
it a shot, and have some fun with it. 

JOHN KASUN, JOHN KASUN, a lifelong Pennsylvanian with more than 30 years of writing a lifelong Pennsylvanian with more than 30 years of writing 
experience, looks for the humor in everyday life and then tells a story from experience, looks for the humor in everyday life and then tells a story from 
that perspective. He is a member of Huntingdon-based Valley Rural Electric that perspective. He is a member of Huntingdon-based Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative.Cooperative.

PUNCHLINES  LAUGHING AT LIFE
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RURALREFLECTIONS

How to enter
TO SUBMIT TO SUBMIT ENTRIES,ENTRIES, email your photos  email your photos (no more (no more than five digital than five digital 
images per person, per year) to photos@prea.com or send prints images per person, per year) to photos@prea.com or send prints 
to to Penn LinesPenn Lines Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA, 17108-1266.  Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA, 17108-1266. 
With your entries, be sure to include your name, address, daytime With your entries, be sure to include your name, address, daytime 
phone number and the name of the rural electric cooperative that phone number and the name of the rural electric cooperative that 
serves your residence, business or seasonal home. serves your residence, business or seasonal home. 

Remember, our Remember, our publication deadlines require that we work publication deadlines require that we work 
ahead, so send your seasonal photos to us early. We ahead, so send your seasonal photos to us early. We will need will need 
winter photos before mid-September. winter photos before mid-September. Please note: Please note: Hard-copy, Hard-copy, 
physical photos mailed to our office will not be returnedphysical photos mailed to our office will not be returned..  
Therefore, if you mail a photo, please make sure it’s a print, not Therefore, if you mail a photo, please make sure it’s a print, not 
an original.an original.

The Heart of Summer
With the arrival of August comes the heart of 

summer, a time when temperatures soar, outdoor 
activities take center stage and the beauty of the season 
undeniably shines through. From a sunrise to a sunset, 
a butterfly happy to spread its wings and the innocence 
of a child’s smile — and accompanying hairdo — it’s 
perhaps the best time of year to be anywhere but 
indoors.

Happen to have a camera handy as you explore the 
heart of summer? Submit your photos to our Rural 
Reflections contest. The best photos in each of five 
categories (animal, artistic, human, landscape and 
editor’s choice) will be featured in the January 2027 
issue and receive a $75 cash prize. Runners-up will 
appear in the February 2027 issue and receive $25. 

AMANDA HIGLEY  • NORTHWESTERN REC

NANCY NOSKO • SOMERSET REC

JOYCE MELLOTT • NEW ENTERPRISE REC

EVERETT SPENCER • UNITED ELECTRIC
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ADDRESS CHANGES:
For change of address, please contact your local electric 
cooperative. For cooperative contact information, 
please visit www.prea.com/member-cooperatives

Important Terms and Conditions: Requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. 
New and qualifying returning customers will receive $10 off their bill for 25 months. America’s Top 200 or America’s Top 250 package required. Requires credit qualification, 2 year 
commitment with early termination fee and autopay. Offer ends 8/12/26. Code: DISH250. 2-year commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel 
early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $89.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, and Hopper 3 Smart DVR for 1 TV. All packages, 
programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price guarantee are subject to change without notice. Free standard professional installation only. 
Other restrictions apply. ©2026 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. Speeds are not guaranteed and based on U.S. P99 nationwide metric. This offer is valid for Residential service 
plans only. Service cancellation and failure to return kit rental subject to fee. Terms apply. Review the FAQs on starlink.com to learn more. Availability and price may vary based on 
location. All offers, plans, and prices subject to change without notice. TV and Internet billed separately. TV from DISH starting at $89.99/mo. Internet from Starlink starting at $55/mo.

Get $250 off and a 2-Year TV Price Guarantee

Celebrate America’s 250th anniversary 
with the DISH Declaration of Savings

Limited time! Offer code: DISH250

Your whole-home  
entertainment solution

Price may vary in select areas.

$89.99/mo

Satellite TV
starting at

$55/mo

High-speed internet
starting at

Visit us online at DISH.com/penn7
Call us today at 888-663-0671 or visit your DISH local retailer


