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WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 26% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT THROUGH 2022

Lasting is believing.

When you pay good money for something, you think it should last.
We agree. Especially when it’s your family’s comfort.
The lifespan of even the most expensive conventional a/c is just 15-18 years. With a
WaterFurnace geothermal unit, you can expect a lifespan of 25 years—sometimes even
more. Plus, the life expectancy of the underground infrastructure is at least double that.
Longer unit life means less cost to you and less waste in our landfills. And that makes
WaterFurnace the better choice.
Geothermal is the only renewable that provides reliable operation 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, 365 days a year.

visit us at waterfurnace.com

The Reliable Renewable is a trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.
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VIE WS & COM M E NTA RY

Q&A with PREA’s new President
and CEO Steve Brame
(PREA),
the voice of rural electric cooperatives in Pennsylvania and
New Jersey, recently welcomed Steve Brame as its new
president and CEO, a role he shares with our sister organization, Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc. (Allegheny), the
generation and transmission provider for cooperatives.
Brame has worked at PREA/Allegheny for two decades —
most recently as vice president – public affairs & member services. Below, he
shares his thoughts on rural life, electric cooperatives and what’s ahead.
T H E P E N N S Y LVA N I A R U R A L E L E C T R I C A S S O C I AT I O N

Q. Everyone has a journey. What path brought you to serving rural electric
cooperatives?
A. Since growing up in Centre County, I’ve been fortunate to have seen the
very best of Pennsylvania. Out of college, I joined the Ridge-Schweiker
Administration. That government service opened my eyes to the potential our
Commonwealth has, particularly in our rural communities. That’s also where I
first became aware of the incredible work of our electric cooperatives.
I joined the PREA team in 2001, and since then, I have been amazed at what
rural communities and cooperatives can do when we all work together.
Q. PREA is marking its 80th anniversary. What does that legacy mean to you?
A. It’s easy to forget that just 80 years ago some rural areas of our Commonwealth still had no electric service. PREA helped Pennsylvania’s electric
cooperative pioneers get established. In doing so, PREA built a legacy of service, advocacy and leadership that continues today. Ditto for Allegheny. Both
were created to support electric cooperatives and the communities they serve.
Q. What are the challenges you see in your new role?
A. Clearly we are in an environment where costs are escalating. We’ve seen
increases in the market price of power over the last year approaching 200%.
Fortunately, because cooperatives own much of their generation resources
through Allegheny, our exposure to market volatility is limited compared to
that of investor-owned utilities. Our cooperative structure keeps the focus on
members. Allegheny is owned by our member cooperatives and governed by
local leaders. As a result, Allegheny makes decisions based on what’s best for our
communities, not stockholders. No question, energy costs are rising. But as notfor-profit organizations, cooperatives are working hard to contain those costs for
their members.
Q. What’s the significance of “We Are” to you?
A. As a graduate of Penn State, my first inclination is to stand up and cheer.
But the story of “We Are” at Penn State is useful in understanding who we are
as electric cooperatives. It’s a story of a common mission. Just as the “We Are”
chant binds Penn Staters, so do electric co-ops bind our rural communities. It’s
nice to know we are all part of something greater than ourselves. That’s what
our cooperative program in Pennsylvania and New Jersey does.
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Bad to the Bone
Full tang stainless steel blade with natural
bone handle —now ONLY $79!

T

he very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and
function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but
also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature.
If you’re on the hunt for a knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you’re
looking for.
The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The
blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its
resistance to corrosion.
The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the
natural world.
This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it
around here. We have mastered the hunt
for the best deal, and in turn pass the
spoils on to our customers.
But we don’t stop there. While supplies
last, we’ll include a pair of $99 8x21 power
compact binoculars and a genuine leather
sheath FREE when you purchase the
Huntsman Blade.
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it
on your hip, inspect the impeccable
craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we
cut you a fair deal, send it back within
30 days for a complete refund of the
item price.
Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t
last long. We have only 1120 Huntsman
Blades for this ad only. Don’t let this BONUS! Call today and
beauty slip through your fingers. Call today! you’ll also receive this

Huntsman Blade $249*

genuine leather sheath!

EXCLUSIVE

FREE

Stauer® 8x21
Compact
Binoculars
-a $99 valuewith purchase of
Huntsman Blade

What Stauer Clients
Are Saying About
Our Knives



“This knife is beautiful!”
— J., La Crescent, MN



“The feel of this knife
is unbelievable...this
is an incredibly fine
instrument.”
— H., Arvada, CO

Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $170

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: HUK850-01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

Stauer

®

Rating of A+

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK850-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the
listed original Stauer.com price.

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.
• 12" overall length; 6 ¹⁄2" stainless steel full tang blade • Genuine bone handle
with brass hand guard & bolsters • Includes genuine leather sheath

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®
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EDITOR’S ESK

KEEPING URRENT

SOMETHING NEW

NEWS•IDEAS•EV ENTS

NATURE NEWS

You’re holding in your hands a newly designed
Penn Lines magazine. To mark the 80th anniversary of the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association
(PREA), the cooperative service organization that
publishes Penn Lines, we decided to give your
magazine a fresh, new look. We hope you like it.
But it’s not just about looks. Along with design
changes, we also focused on reimagining the
magazine’s content.
A few things worth noting:
k Glance to the right and you’ll see the expanded
Keeping Current section, which has a new feature: a monthly to-do list highlighting upcoming
events and other fun things. We’ve also moved
the popular Time Lines column to this section.
k We’re also excited to introduce Community
Corner, where we’ll be spotlighting Pennsylvania’s electric cooperatives and the members who
make them special. It’s another place for you to
engage with your cooperative newsmagazine.
Read more about this new feature on page 16.

k We’ve added two new columnists: outdoorsman
Steve Piatt and mom and music teacher Abi
Zieger. Steve’s column, Outdoor Adventures,
debuts this month on page 14, and Abi’s parenting column will start in December in the new
Rural Roots section. Our new columnists will be
joining the stable of other Penn Lines favorites,
including Yvonne Butts-Mitchell, John Kasun,
Anne Kirchner and George Weigel.
k We’ll also be featuring cooperative voices and
industry perspectives in our regular First Word
column. This month, we’re introducing you to
Steve Brame, the new president & CEO of PREA
and Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc., the cooperative generation and transmission provider.
k Finally, I’d like to announce some organizational
changes for Penn Lines. Senior Editor/Writer Jill
Ercolino will be taking over day-to-day editorial
duties as our new managing editor. Longtime
Associate Editor Michael Crawford will be our
new senior editor. This award-winning team
also features Graphic Designer Doug Shirk and
Production Coordinator Michelle Smith.
One thing that hasn’t changed is the heart of
Penn Lines, which, as always, will feature news
and stories from your local electric cooperative.
We’d love to hear what you think about our new
look and other changes so send your emails to
editor@prea.com.

PETER FITZGERALD
EDITOR
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S C A R L E T TA N A G E R

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK

Have you heard?
There’s a new bird
Here’s some news that should be
sweet music to the ears of birders: A
rare hybrid songbird has been spotted
in western Pennsylvania.
The bird is the offspring of a female
rose-breasted grosbeak and a male
scarlet tanager. A birdwatcher encountered it in Lawrence County in 2020,
when he heard it singing the scarlet
tanager’s song. Since then, Penn
State researchers have confirmed its
existence and ancestry with genomic
sequencing and song analysis.
It’s the first documented bird of its
kind.
Avian hybrids are unusual, researchers say, since birds are usually good at
identifying their own species.
Chalk it up to a crazy night in the
bird house?
MONEY FOR FARMERS

Rebates available to
enhance energy efficiency
With material and equipment costs
soaring, Pennsylvania farmers and
ag producers could use some relief,
and the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is ready to
deliver it.
Through its Agriculture Energy
Efficiency Rebate Program, DEP is
offering cash back — as much as
$5,000 — to help farmers reduce their
energy use by installing the following:
k Energy-efficient lighting systems

— LED lighting (both interior and
exterior), including fixtures and
controls
k Energy-efficient ventilation equipment — Ventilation fans, including
both circulation and exhaust fans,
motors, and controls
k Energy-efficient dairy equipment
— Variable speed vacuum pumps,
efficient motors and controls, scroll
compressors, well water pre-chillers
(plate coolers/heat exchangers),
and refrigeration heat recovery
DEP has up to $150,000 available.
Rebates will pay up to 50% of equipment purchase costs, up to $5,000.
The program is open on a first-come,
first-served basis as funding remains
available or through March 31, 2023.
For program guidelines and stepby-step application instructions, go
to dep.pa.gov/agricultureenergy.
Applicants may also contact Michelle
Ferguson at 570-327-3783 or email
RA-EPAgEnergyProgram@pa.gov.
A NEW LOOK

Pa. driver’s licenses
get another makeover
They can’t do much about your
driver’s license photo, but PennDOT
is making over the card it appears
on — a redesign the agency says will
start rolling out statewide later this
month.
The new look, which includes
enhanced security features to prevent
fraud and identity theft, will be featured on standard and REAL IDcompliant cards and phased in over

the next four years as Pennsylvanians
renew their licenses.
So what makes these cards different?
For one, they feature an “optically
variable ghost portrait” of the card
owner along with data that disappears
depending on the viewing angle. The
new cards also have a gold metallic
tint visible under direct lighting and a
customized security pattern.
Pretty soon, though, you may not
need a card at all. PennDOT officials
have said they’re considering mobile
driver’s licenses, or MDLs, which can
be stored on smartphones and eliminate the risk of lost or damaged cards.
CRIMEWATCH

Game Thief Hotline
helps nab poachers
Hunters are one thing, poachers are
another. You can help eliminate the
latter, reduce game law crimes and
possibly earn a $250 reward by calling
the Pennsylvania Game Commission’s Operation Game Thief Hotline,
888-PGC-8001.

Tips can also be reported online at
bit.ly/PGCOGT or on the Operation
Game Thief Facebook page.
Tipsters, who can remain anonymous if not interested in the reward,
are asked to provide as many details
as possible, including:
k A description of what you saw and
the species involved
k Date and time of occurrence
k County, township and address of
where the event occurred
k A description of the person(s):
height, weight, hair color, eye color,
approximate age, tattoo or other
distinguishing feature, clothing,
sporting arm, etc.
k A description of the vehicle(s): color,
make, model, dents, decals, bumper
stickers, license plate number and
state, road/route, direction of travel
According to the game commission,
officers are typically dispatched within 20 minutes of receiving a hotline
call.
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TIME INES

Our November 2012 issue
explored the financial issues
facing the U.S. Postal Service and
the impact on rural post offices,
the cornerstone of many small
communities. After considering
mass closures nationwide — and
getting a lot of push back —
federal officials shifted gears and
moved instead to reduce hours at
smaller, rural facilities. Many of the
826 post offices in Pennsylvania
scheduled to have their hours cut
were in territories served by rural
electric cooperatives.

N OVEMBER
SAY THANKS

November is National Gratitude
Month. Celebrate by starting
a gratitude journal, telling a
friend you appreciate them, or
donating time or money to an
organization that’s helped you or
a loved one.
WEAR A RED POPPY

Veterans Day is
Nov. 11. Show
your support by
wearing a red
poppy, a symbolic reminder
of the many
sacrifices Americans have made to
protect our freedom.

ATTENTION, DISNEY
LOVERS

LOOKING AHEAD TO
DECEMBER

IN HONOR OF ABE

Pal around with Tiny Tim
and sing carols at the 38th
Annual Dickens of a Christmas, a
beloved celebration that opens
Friday, Dec. 2, and runs through
Sunday, Dec. 4, in downtown
Wellsboro, Pa.

Love Disney? Then you’ll love
this: An exhibition celebrating its
100th year will make its world
premiere at The Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, in February
2023. To learn more, go to fi.edu/
disney100.
President Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address
158 years ago. Visitors are invited
to help the town commemorate
the event on Dedication Day,
Nov. 19. Learn more at
lincolnfellowship.wildapricot.org.

GET IN THE
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

THINK SPRING
PAMPER YOUR POOCH

Give your pup some extra love,
attention and treats on Nov. 23,
which is Thankful for My Dog Day.

Want a garden that looks like
a work of art? Learn lots of tips
and tricks at the Dec. 3 “Garden
Artistry” webinar, hosted by Penn
State Extension. To register, go to
extension.psu.edu.

NOVEMBER 2022
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ENERGY ATTERS

POWE RING YOUR LIFE

How the Grid
Keeps Reliable
Power Flowing

THE NORTH AMERICAN ELECTRIC

A new report reveals grid
reliability is increasing despite
emerging challenges.
PA U L W E S S L U N D

DENNIS GAINER, NRECA

Reliability Corporation (NERC)
recently graded the nation’s grid on
reliability. The report revealed the
electric grid is highly reliable and
continues to improve despite emerging challenges that may stress it in the
coming years.
NERC’s “2022 State of Reliability”
reports the network of power plants,
transmission lines and associated
equipment repeatedly improved its
performance over the last six years.
This trend occurred despite the addition of more energy from renewable
sources and increasingly extreme
weather patterns.
To understand the NERC report, it
helps to know the system that delivers
your electricity is often described as
the most complex machine in the
world. The U.S. bulk power system is
made up of more than 7,300 power
plants and nearly 160,000 miles of
high-voltage power lines. This system
is responsible for delivering the majority of electricity to local utilities and
their millions of miles of lowervoltage lines that ultimately connect
homes, businesses and other energy
consumers to the electric grid.
Here are a few of the major challenges the electric sector is facing —
and NERC’s recommendations.

Extreme weather

HIGHLY RELIABLE: The North American
Electric Reliability Corporation reports the
nation’s electric grid is highly reliable and
continues to improve despite unprecedented
hurdles, like increasingly severe weather
patterns and a transition in how electricity is
produced.
8
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Given the frequency and intensity
of severe weather, NERC recommends
a shift in focus from just making sure
there’s an ample energy supply to putting measures in place to withstand,
adapt, protect against and recover
from the impacts of extreme weather.
Much of the NERC assessment
focuses on the February 2021 event in
Texas, when six days of below-freezing
temperatures left some people without
power for up to four days. NERC
recommends providing more transmission connections across the

country so power can be more easily
shared. NERC also believes it’s necessary to better prepare equipment for
cold weather since many generating
units failed in the freezing temperatures.

Beefing up cybersecurity
Electric utilities repelled threats
from what NERC called “increasingly
bold cyber criminals.” NERC has also
established the Electricity Information Sharing and Analysis Center to
gather information on cyber threats
and advise utilities about safeguards.
Across the United States, electric
cooperatives are working with national
and local partners to share resources
and training so they can continuously
improve cyber protection.

Increased renewable energy
Renewable fuels like wind and
solar are clean energy choices, but
they come with drawbacks. One
major downside is their operation
depends on the sun to shine and
the wind to blow. NERC calls them
“variable energy resources” and sees
a long-term solution in large-scale
batteries that can store renewable
energy so it can be available whenever
it’s needed. Although battery technology is rapidly improving, NERC
notes utilities should continue to rely
on traditional generation resources to
produce additional electricity when
renewable options aren’t available.
Today’s energy landscape is
wide-ranging and rapidly changing,
yet the U.S. electric grid continues to
keep power flowing. Pennsylvania’s
electric cooperatives are working
closely with grid operators to provide
the dependable electricity you rely on
every minute of every day.
PAUL WESSLUND writes on consumer and

cooperative affairs for the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association, the national trade
association representing more than 900 local
electric cooperatives.

ALL-NEW mobility technology

Introducing the world’s lightest
mobility scooter with
anti-tip technology
The So Lite Scooter is easy
to transport and almost
impossible to tip over.
TM

Like millions of older Americans, I struggle with
mobility. For years, I watched my quality of life slip
away, as I was forced to stay home while friends and
family took part in activities I’d once enjoyed. I thought
I’d made some progress when I got a mobility scooter,
but then I realized how hard it was to transport. Taking
it apart and putting it back together was like doing
a jigsaw puzzle. Once I had it disassembled, I had to
try to put all of the pieces in the trunk of a car, go to
wherever I was going, and repeat the process in reverse.
Travel scooters were easier to transport, but they were
uncomfortable and scary to drive, I always felt like I was
ready to tip over. Then I found the So LiteTM Scooter. Now
there’s nothing that can hold me back.
Years of work by innovative engineers have resulted
in a scooter that’s designed with seniors in mind. They
created Electronic Stability Control (ESC) that makes
it virtually impossible to tip over. If you try to turn
too quickly, the scooter automatically slows down
to prevent it from tipping over. The battery provides
powerful energy at a fraction of the weight of most
batteries. With its rugged yet lightweight aluminum
frame, the So LiteTM Scooter is the most portable
scooter ever—but it can hold up to 275 pounds—yet

NOW

available in red

2 Carry-all bags

• Latest “No-Tip”
Technology
• Lightweight
yet durable

• Folds and locks
in seconds
• Easier to operate

weighs only 40.8 pounds without the battery! What’s
more, it easily folds up for storage in a car seat, trunk
or even on an airplane. It folds in seconds without
tools and is safe and reliable. Best of all, it’s designed
with your safety in mind, from the newest technology
and superior craftsmanship. Why spend another day
letting your lack of mobility ruin your quality of life?
Call now and find out how you can get a So LiteTM
Scooter of your very own.

(a $38.90 value)

Call now Toll-Free

1-888-965-0488

Please mention code 117533 when ordering.

enjoying life never gets old™
© 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle

85684

mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

TM

Scooter

FREE

Exclusive Electronic Stability
Control helps prevent tipping

Why a So Lite Scooter is better:

BUILT
GOOD AS NEW: Renew
Services, owned and operated
by former Adams Electric
Cooperative member Ryan
Shannon, builds, maintains and
restores log homes and cabins
across the Commonwealth, such
as this one in Shippensburg.
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Log buildings have deep roots in Pennsylvania

T TO LAST
M I C H A E L T. C R AW F O R D

When talking about rugged individualism, you can’t get a stronger, more
enduring symbol than the log cabin. As home to some of the oldest
log structures in the country, Pennsylvania has no shortage of new
and old log-home construction.

COURTESY OF RENEW SERVICES

“To me, it’s like back to history,” says Ray
Slothour, a member and former employee of
Gettysburg-based Adams Electric Cooperative
(EC) who lives in a log home in Orrtanna. “You
might say when colonial people moved in here,
that was one of the main reasons they wound up
with a log house — all the trees in Pennsylvania.”
While the tools and techniques have evolved,
a log structure today largely follows the same
basic concept as it did centuries ago. The logs
interlock to form a “crib” and the spaces are
filled with chinking — traditionally, pieces of
wood and rocks wedged in between the logs —
and covered with daubing — historically, clay
mixed at times with straw, grass or animal fur
— to seal the house. It’s an approach to building
that has stood the test of time across the
Commonwealth.
“Somerset County started seeing people moving here in the mid-1700s,” says Jacob Miller, curator for the Historical and Genealogical Society
of Somerset County, a partner of the Somerset
Historical Center, which is part of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. “By
then, [the log crib] was a pretty common build-

ing style on the frontier — you see it a lot with
forts, such as Fort Pitt or Fort Ligonier. There are
still surviving log houses that people live in that
were built in the late 1700s, early 1800s.”

Gimme shelter
The Swedes, who settled in southeastern
Pennsylvania in the mid-17th century, are
credited with first bringing the log house to the
American colonies. The earliest surviving building in the Commonwealth is the Lower Swedish
Cabin, circa 1640, along the Darby Creek in
Drexel Hill, Delaware County.
“The cabin was a lot of times the first shelter
that [colonists] put up when they came to settle
an area,” explains Miller, son of Somerset Rural
Electric Cooperative members Andrew and
Michele Miller. “A cabin is a smaller structure;
it was crudely built. It was meant to be put up
quickly and used temporarily, at least on the
farmstead. They used smaller timbers for it —
they didn’t take the time to hew them square
— and most often they only had a door and
one window. They had earthen floors, exposed
walls and probably a log fireplace and chimney.
NOVEMBER 2022
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LOG BUILDINGS

COURTESY OF PARKER DAM STATE PARK

CONSERVATION CABIN: This is one of 16 cabins built
by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s at the
Parker Dam State Park, which receives electricity from
DuBois-based United Electric Cooperative. The cabins are
available to visitors year-round.

“One of our biggest

industries is wood

products; we have lots

of lumber and timber.
We’re [in] Penn’s
Woods…”

12
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While they were building other structures, such
as the log house or the barn, they would live in
the cabin.”
As construction progressed on more permanent structures, the cabins would either be torn
down for materials to use in other projects or
sometimes repurposed as stables or outhouses.
“The amount of time it took to build a log
house varied,” Miller says. “Log houses required
more help and more expertise to build. Proximity to a timber plot and how large the planned
construction was also determined how quickly a
house could be built. Neighbors often gathered
to help put up buildings, and once the logs were
shaped, the log ‘crib’ (walls of the house) probably could be raised rather quickly.”
The proximity to timber plots is a likely reason
for the popularity of the building style, says Carey
Huber, environmental education specialist at
Parker Dam State Park Complex, which receives
electricity from Dubois-based United Electric
Cooperative.
“It was the material of the time — it was
available on-site,” Huber says. “One of our biggest
industries is wood products; we have lots of lum-
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ber and timber. We’re [in] Penn’s Woods, so it was
completely forested at one point. Now, I think it’s
more that rustic look and the nostalgic part of it.”
The nostalgia and look can still be enjoyed
at the state park’s cabin colony, where more
than 16,000 visitors stayed in 2021. There are 16
cabins in the colony, plus one more that used to
be the officer’s quarters for the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), a work relief program
that gave millions of young men employment
on environmental projects during the Great Depression. In nine years, CCC planted more than
3 billion trees and constructed trails and shelters
in more than 800 parks nationwide.
“It generates revenue and that sort of thing,
but I think over the course of time what’s more
important about what they did was the connection to the parks and the natural resources to
being outside and enjoying nature,” Huber says.

‘The Dollar-a-Day Boys’
The CCC built the cabins, along with the rest
of the park, in the 1930s to make a recreational
site, Huber explains. The workers were called
“Dollar-a-Day Boys” because they were paid $30
each month. Typically, they never saw $25 of it —
because it went straight home to their families.
“They were coming to live in camps to do
conservation work on public lands,” Huber
explains. “They were here to build the park.

LOG BUILDINGS

A lot of our parks — the northcentral
region of Pennsylvania, especially — have
that CCC influence. Because land had
been purchased earlier, when the timber
companies would move on, it was all ready
to go — there was land there and it needed
to be developed with some facilities … along
with a lot of other projects there: fighting
fires, planting trees, building roads and — in
other parts of the country — working with
soil conservation.
“They came from all over Pennsylvania
and all over the country,” he adds. “When
you signed up, you got sent to where the
CCC needed you at the time. It helped them
in a time when they didn’t have a lot going
on — they were hungry, didn’t have jobs
— and they came to the camps where they
gained weight, they worked, they had meals
and had money being sent home.”
Each cabin at the park is unique. While
a few share general layouts based on size,
each one is slightly different than the other
— though they are similar to other CCC
cabins across the country, which were built
RENEW CREW: Crew members of Shippensburgbased Renew Services apply daubing to a log home in
Gettysburg as part of a full restoration project.

according to the field manuals CCC members were given.
“There were a lot of hand tools involved,”
Huber says, adding the workers didn’t
have access to much machinery. “A lot of
them were learning the skills as they went,
so they’d have some tradesmen on-site —
they’d call them the local, experienced men
— and they would help teach the boys in the
CCC how to cut stone, for example. There’s
lots of stone around, so you’re not hauling
in stone — you’re going to get it on-site. The
timber was on-site, so they’d learn how to
get it into usable material.”
Like the CCC and early settlers before
them, location was key to the construction.
Slothour and his wife, Debbie, also a
former Adams EC employee, spent a year
searching for the right location to build.
Knowing that he would spend more time
in his house than out of it in retirement, he
wanted it to be exactly what he wanted and
where he wanted it. Fortunately, his many
roles at the cooperative gave him plenty of
insight into the area.
Slothour started at Adams EC in June 1959
on the line crew as a groundman. After a
STORY CONTINUES ON P20

Still standing: Historic
cabins you can visit
As one of the 13 original colonies,
Pennsylvania houses a rich history of,
well, houses. Here are four log structures
that still stand to share their story:
THE LOWER SWEDISH
CABIN, DREXEL HILL,
DELAWARE COUNTY —

Built circa 1640, this cabin is actually
older than the Commonwealth itself,
which wasn’t formally founded until
1682. Second only to the Nothnagle
Cabin (built 1638) in Gibbstown, N.J.,
the Lower Swedish Cabin was added to
the National Register of Historic Places
in 1980.
NEILL LOG HOUSE,
PITTSBURGH, ALLEGHENY
COUNTY —

Built circa 1795, this log home is the
oldest domestic dwelling in Pittsburgh,
according to the Squirrel Hill Historical
Society. Built and occupied by a solider
stationed at Fort Pitt, the house had its
15 minutes of fame when Meriwether
Lewis — of the famous Lewis and Clark
Expedition — passed by the house in
1803. The story goes that travelers’
horses drank from Snyder’s Spring,
which was the source for the
Catahecassa Fountain at the house,
designated a historic landmark in 1977.
BLOODY KNOX CABIN,
CURWENSVILLE, CLEARFIELD
COUNTY —

Built circa 1861 in Knox Township,
the cabin became the site of a bloody
standoff between Union Soldiers and
draft dodgers in December 1864.
Built by Tom Adams, who deserted in
1863 (one year after he enlisted), the
cabin was the site of a party thrown by a
group of deserters. When Union forces
surrounded the cabin to make arrests,
Adams exchanged gunfire with the
soldiers, killing one. Adams also was
shot and killed.

COURTESY OF RENEW SERVICES

DRAKE LOG CABIN, APOLLO,
ARMSTRONG COUNTY —

According to the Apollo Area Historical
Society, the cabin was supposedly
built in 1816, despite the earliest deed
being dated 1862. The cabin, named
after owner Sarah Drake, inspired the
formation of the historical society, which
purchased and began restoring the
cabin in 1970. The Drake Log Cabin was
rededicated in 1971.
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OUTDOOR DVENTURES

G E T OUT THER E

Opening Day

Every hunter has a vivid,
almost total recall of
harvesting their first buck.
S T E V E P I AT T

it was filled
with cotton, a feeling usually reserved
for when I was asking a cute cheerleader if I could walk her home from
the game. My head pounded to the
beat of my heart. My hands trembled
uncontrollably.
It’s that way when a big buck
appears into view on Opening Day,
even more so when it’s potentially
your first-ever buck.
Every hunter has a vivid, almost
total recall of harvesting their first
buck. And Opening Day typically
triggers those memories when
you’re sitting in a stand or on watch,
optimism high, listening for shots in
the distance, trying to decipher the
difference between a squirrel rustling in the leaves and an approaching whitetail.
Unlike so many Keystone State
hunters, my first buck didn’t come
at age 12, a rite of passage back then.
I was back from college, and John,
a girlfriend’s brother, took me along
and sat me on a stump at his hot
spot in Litchfield Township, Bradford County.
So I sat, wearing a Woolrich
hunting outfit my mother bought for
me nearly 10 years earlier — a jacket
and pants combo I’ve yet to grow
into more than four decades later. I
was carrying a Remington .30-06 I
borrowed from my local barber and
wearing the mandated blaze orange
vest and cap on what was a Monday
kickoff back then.
In the darkness, I could hear
the unmistakable sounds of deer
MY MOUTH SEEMED AS IF
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moving through a ravine below with
some urgency — the product, most
likely, of other hunters entering
the woods. Shortly after sunrise, a
lone deer appeared off to my right,
working its way along a field edge;
its route likely taking it into my
shooting lane.
I couldn’t believe it. It was a buck.
And a good buck, even though back
then the regulations allowed the
taking of any buck with one antler
of at least 3 inches in length. In that
moment, any buck would have been
fine with me.
It was over in seconds. The buck
materialized in my scope at about
75 yards. I shot, and he dropped.
My first buck was a fine eight-point
with a symmetrical rack any hunter would be proud of. I stood over
the whitetail, still stunned, when
John arrived. He offered a quick
congratulations and dove into the
field-dressing duties.
I spent the rest of the day driving
deer for our hunting party, way
overdressed for the duty, sweating
myself into a dehydration headache
offset only slightly by the feeling of
success and accomplishment earlier
that morning.
On one drive, I encountered a
hunter who wasn’t part of our group.
When he noticed I wasn’t carrying a
firearm, he asked why. I tried to be

matter-of-fact when I replied, “Got
one this morning. An eight-point.”
At the end of the day, we caped out
the buck, with John encouraging —
well, ordering — a trip to the taxidermist. Today, the mount has been
relegated to a spare bedroom wall, displaced downstairs by a bigger buck, an
elk, a bear, and my wife Paula’s moose,
first buck, and smallmouth bass.
I was exhausted, but still running
on adrenaline from the morning’s
success.
And I was thirsty. So I did what
any red-blooded, buck-killing
21-year-old hunter would do. I had
a couple Rolling Rocks with friends,
sharing my story and showing off
my buck to anyone willing to listen.
The trophy was tucked away in the
trunk of my Pontiac Firebird, a vehicle more suited for attracting girls
than accessing hunting spots.
When I awoke the next morning,
my mouth was seemingly filled with
cotton. My head pounded to the
beat of my heart. My hands trembled as I poured a cup of coffee.
I took the buck to the taxidermist
on my lunch break.
And if I recall, it was a while before I had any Rolling Rocks again.
STEVE PIATT is a veteran newspaper editor and

outdoor writer who along with his wife, Paula, has
hunted and fished across North America. He is
most at home on the water and in the fields in the
Keystone State. He lives in Bradford County.

ADVERTISEMENT

Scientific Discovery Stuns Doctors

Biblical Bush Relieves Joint
Discomfort in as Little as 5 Days
Legendary “special herb” gives new life to old joints without
clobbering you. So safe you can take it every day without worry.

ccording to the Centers for Disease
A
Control and Prevention, more than 54
million Americans are suffering from joint dis-

comfort.
This epidemic rise in aching joints has led
to a search for alternative treatments—as
many sufferers want relief without the harmful side effects of conventional “solutions.”
Leading the way from nature’s pharmacy is
the new “King of Oils” that pioneering Florida
MD and anti-aging specialist Dr. Al Sears calls
“the most significant breakthrough I’ve ever
found for easing joint discomfort.”
Biblical scholars treasured this “holy oil.”
Ancient healers valued it more than gold for
its medicinal properties. Marco Polo prized it
as he blazed the Silk Road. And Ayurvedic
practitioners, to this day, rely on it for healing The active ingredient in Mobilify soothes aching joints in as little as 5 days
and detoxification.
Yet what really caught Dr. Sears’ attention is or a placebo daily for 30 days. Remarkably, soreness, stiffness and mild temporary pain.
how modern medical findings now prove this Indian Frankincense “significantly improved The day after taking it, I was completely back
joint function and relieved discomfort in as to normal—so fast.” Shirley M. adds, “Two
“King of Oils” can powerfully…
early as five days.” That’s relief that is 10 weeks after taking Mobilify, I had no knee
Deactivate 400 Agony-Causing Genes times faster than glucosamine.
discomfort and could go up and down the
staircase.” Larry M. says, “After a week and
If you want genuine, long-lasting relief for
78% Better Relief Than
a half of taking Mobilify, the discomfort, stiffjoint discomfort, you must address inflammathe
Most
Popular
Joint
Solution
ness and minor aches went away… it’s almost
tion. Too much inflammation will wreak havIn another study, people suffering from like being reborn.” And avid golfer Dennis H.
oc on joints, break down cartilage and cause
unending discomfort. This is why so many discomfort took a formula containing Indian says, “I can attest to Mobilify easing discomnatural joint relief solutions try to stop one of Frankincense and another natural substance or fort to enable me to pursue my golfing days.
a popular man-made joint solution every day Definitely one pill that works for me out of the
the main inflammatory genes called COX-2.
many I have tried.”
But the truth is, there are hundreds of ag- for 12 weeks.
The results? Stunning! At the end of the
ony-causing genes like COX-2, 5-LOX, iNOS,
How to Get Mobilify
TNK, Interleukin 1,6,8 and many more—and study, 64% of those taking the Indian FrankRight now, the only way to get this powstopping just one of them won’t give you all incense formula saw their joint discomfort go
from moderate or severe to mild or no discom- erful, unique formula that clobbers creaking
the relief you need.
joints in as little as five days without clobberDoctors and scientists now confirm the fort. Only 28% of those taking the placebo got ing you is with Dr. Sears’ breakthrough Mo“King of Oils”—Indian Frankincense—deac- the relief they wanted. So Indian Frankincense bilify formula. It is not available in stores.
tivates not one but 400 agony-causing genes. delivered relief at a 78% better clip than the
To secure your bottle of this breakthrough
It does so by shutting down the inflammation popular man-made formula.
In addition, in a randomized, double blind, natural joint discomfort reliever, buyers
command center called Nuclear Factor Kappa
placebo controlled study, patients suffering should call with Sears Health Hotline at 1-800Beta.
253-2584. “The Hotline allows us to ship the
NK-Kappa B is like a switch that can turn from knee discomfort took Indian Frankincense
product directly to customers.”
400 inflammatory genes “on” or “off.” A or a placebo daily for eight weeks. Then the
Dr. Sears believes in this product so much,
study in Journal of Food Lipids reports that groups switched and got the opposite intervenIndian Frankincense powerfully deactivates tion. Every one of the patients taking Indian he offers a 100% money-back guarantee on
NF-Kappa B. This journal adds that Indian Frankincense got relief. That’s a 100% success ever order. “Just send me back the bottle and
any unused product within 90 days, and I’ll
Frankincense is “so powerful it shuts down rate—numbers unseen by typical solutions.
In addition, BMJ (formerly the British Medi- send you your money back,” said Dr. Sears.
the pathway triggering aching joints.”
cal Journal) reports that Indian Frankincense is
The Hotline will be taking orders for the
Relief That’s 10 Times Faster…
safe for joint relief — so safe and natural you next 48 hours. After that, the phone number
and in Just 5 Days
can take it every day.
may be shut down to allow them to restock.
Many joint sufferers prefer natural solutions
Because of clinically proven results like this, Call 1-800-253-2584 to secure your limited
but say they work too slowly. Take the best- Dr. Sears has made Indian Frankincense the supply of Mobilify. If you are not able to get
seller glucosamine. Good as it is, the National centerpiece of a new natural joint relief formula through due to extremely high call volume,
Institutes of Health reports that glucosamine called Mobilify.
please try again! Call NOW to qualify for this
takes as long as eight weeks to work.
limited time offer provided at a significant
Great
Results
for
Knees,
Hips,
discount. To take advantage of this exclusive
Yet in a study published in the International
Shoulders and Joints
offer use Promo Code: PLMB1122 when you
Journal of Medical Sciences, 60 patients with
stiff knees took 100 mg of Indian Frankincense
Joni D. says, “Mobilify really helps with call.
THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS MAY VARY FROM PERSON TO PERSON. NO INDIVIDUAL RESULT SHOULD BE SEEN AS TYPICAL. 9
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COMMUNITY ORNER

PE OPLE & PLA CES

New feature highlights people and
places that make cooperatives special
A S YO U F L I P T H R O U G H T H E pages of
this month’s Penn Lines, you’ll notice
a number of changes, including a
refreshed design and a handful of
new columnists. One addition that
we’re most excited about is this: the
Community Corner, which will
debut in the January 2023 issue.
Each month, at the top of the page,
we’ll introduce you to one of Pennsylvania’s rural electric cooperatives.
Scattered around the state, no two are

the same. We’ll be highlighting the
things that make each cooperative
special, including fun and interesting
things to do and see in the region.
At the bottom of the page is a
little something we’re calling the
“Co-op Q&A.” This space is dedicated
especially to you, our readers. We’ll
be posing a different question each
month and asking you to submit
answers along with a selfie — so be
sure to give us a big smile!

W
E
I
V
E
PR

JANUARY 2023 CO-OP Q&A: Answer by Monday, Nov. 21, 2022
We’re knee-deep in winter, and the blahs are settling in so let’s look on the bright side. What’s
your favorite warm-weather place and why?
EMAIL YOUR ANSWER, along with a selfie, to CommunityCorner@prea.com by Monday, Nov. 21.
Please include your full name, the name of your cooperative and a daytime telephone number and put “January 2023 Q&A” in the subject line.

what does a LINEWORKER do?
On any given day or night, in all kinds of weather conditions, lineworkers install
and maintain overhead and underground electrical systems.
We entrust our lineworkers with your safety, so they hold a very important job.
We also rely on their expertise to power our world.

Safety comes first
Lineworkers must commit to safety above all else for the benefit of those they serve
(you!), fellow crew members and themselves. They spend thousands of hours in
safety trainings each year and must learn and apply numerous safety regulations.

They are specially trained to:
•
•
•
•
•
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Climb poles to service power lines in areas inaccessible by trucks.
Stand in an elevated bucket to assess and repair overhead lines.
Install poles, overhead lines and other equipment.
Work on both energized and deenergized lines.
Install and service underground lines.
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FIRST WORD

Q&A with Steve Brame

18

Get to know the new president and CEO of
the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association.

6
8

KEEPING CURRENT

A Rare Bird, Money for Farmers,
Bad News for Poachers and More

A new report reveals grid reliability is
increasing despite emerging challenges.

10

F E A T U R E

Built to Last

Log buildings have deep roots in Pennsylvania.

14

Every hunter has a vivid, almost total
recall of harvesting their first buck.

16
16A

22

24
27

F E A T U R E

Special Spots
RURAL ROOTS

You Can’t Make Old Friends

As singer Kenny Rogers once said: “You can’t make
old friends. You either have them, or you don’t.”

28
30

C L A S S I F I E D S
PUNCH LINES

Thanks for the Memories

Memories are the building blocks of our
lives, and as we collect them, we also
create memories for others as well.

We shine a spotlight on Pennsylvania’s rural
electric cooperatives and the people
who make them special.
Information and advice from your
local electric cooperative.

CONSERVATION
CABIN: This log cabin
and 15 others, which
were created by the
Civilian Conservation
Corps in the 1930s,
host guests year-round
at the Parker Dam State
Park, served by DuBoisbased United Electric
Cooperative.

Historical markers highlight Pennsylvania’s past.

COMMUNITY CORNER

C O O P E R AT I V E C O N N E C T I O N

C O O P E R AT I V E K I TC H E N

Breaking Bread Together

Bread is a fundamental part of the Thanksgiving
meal. It speaks genuinely about the
meaning of family, friends and home.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Opening Day

Efficiency Tips for a
Festive Holiday Season

It’s the most expensive time of year. Cut your
costs with a few energy-saving ideas.

E N E R G Y M A T T E R S

How the Grid Keeps
Reliable Power Flowing

SMART CIRCUITS

31

RURAL REFLECTIONS

Thank you for your entries

Thanks to everyone who submitted photos
for our 2022 “Rural Reflections” contest. Now
it’s time to start snapping away for 2023.

O N T H E COV E R

Ryan Shannon, owner of
Renew Services and former
Adams Electric Cooperative
member, washes a new
log home construction in
Raystown in preparation for
a stain application. Photo
courtesy of Renew Services
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REA Energy
Cooperative, Inc.
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COOPERATIVE ONNECTION
Inflation affects rates
prices of consumer goods, fuel and
equipment, among multiple other items, have seen significant
increases in costs. The electric industry has also been affected
tremendously by rising costs. The price of nearly everything we
need to provide you with power has gone up, including
vehicles, poles, lines and other equipment. Some of the most
standard equipment items, like transformers, have seen price
hikes of nearly 400%. The cost of a new vehicle, such as a bucket
truck, has increased thousands of dollars from just a few years back, with anticipated delivery delays of up to four to five years.
While REA Energy Cooperative has seen these increases in operating costs and
equipment, other costs — namely, generation and transmission costs — have
also been on the rise and will affect electric utilities. As discussed in a previous
article and at REA Energy’s 2022 annual meeting, electric generation is the
production of electricity at power stations, or generating units, where a form of
primary energy is converted into electricity. An estimated 65% of your power
comes from two sources that Pennsylvania and New Jersey cooperatives own.
The balance is purchased on the open market.
Wholesale costs of electric generation and transmission have been increasing across the board. For example, you may have read or heard of the increases
several investor-owned utilities (IOUs) have implemented since the beginning of
summer. Several factors have contributed to these increases, including:
Supply and demand — Baseload generation (coal, nuclear, gas and oil) is
coming offline, which is reducing supply just as demand is increasing as people
return to work. As generation comes offline, we have transmission congestion,
which also increases costs.
Increased fuel costs — Coal, gas and oil prices have all increased, and are
continuing to increase. These are worldwide commodities traded on the open
market.
Overall inflation — Inflation has been increasing over the last several months
at a pace we haven’t seen in more than 40 years.
So, you may be asking: What is the specific wholesale power situation for REA
Energy and other Pennsylvania cooperatives? Unfortunately, our wholesale power costs are increasing along with the IOUs. While IOU rates have been going up
throughout the year, your generation rates will remain the same through 2022. In
2023, however, we will be looking at a generation rate increase.
The good news is our generation company has been preparing for a rainy day,
and we’ve been able to reduce this increase almost in half (to around 26%), which
will still be lower than what our neighboring IOUs are subject to.
How will this affect our members? As a member-owned, not-for-profit electric
cooperative, REA Energy increases rates only when absolutely necessary. With
that, starting January 1, 2023, there will be an approximate 15% increase implemented on members’ monthly bills. For the average monthly usage of
950 kilowatt-hours, this equals about an $18 increase.
Even with this market-driven rate increase, REA members still enjoy one of the
lowest rates in the state.
The increase in rate charges will allow the cooperative to continue providing
Continued on page 16D
OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS,

One of 14 electric cooperatives
serving Pennsylvania and New Jersey
REA ENERGY COOPERATIVE, INC.

75 Airport Road • P.O. Box 70
Indiana, PA 15701-0070
724-349-4800 • 800-211-5667

EBENSBURG DISTRICT OFFICE

127 Municipal Road
Ebensburg, PA 15931
814-472-8570

Website: www.reaenergy.com
Email: reaenergy@reaenergy.com
STAFF

Barry Baker
Indiana Operations Manager
Erin Bauer
ACRE Coordinator
Shane Cribbs
Network & Systems Manager
Dave Daugherty
Safety & Right of Way Manager
Jeff Dishong
Ebensburg Operations Supervisor
Lisa Gardill
Accounting & Finance Manager
Stacy Hilliard, CCC, CKAE
Communications & Marketing Manager
Local Pages Editor
Chris Masterson
Reliability Supervisor
Bryon Roland
Purchasing & Facilities Manager
Brendan Short
Right of Way/Forestry Supervisor
Renee Spalla
Supervisor of Consumer Services
Chris Weller
Load Management Supervisor
OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES

1-800-332-7273
724-463-7273

OFFICE HOURS

Indiana Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Ebensburg Office: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
Closed Tuesday and Thursday

REA ENERGY
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New look to your bil

WITHIN THE NEXT COUPLE MONTHS, your monthly electric

bill will look a little different. As part of REA Energy’s
conversion to a new software system, we are able to
add some exciting new options to your monthly bill,
along with offering you additional payment choices.
Some of these changes are highlighted on the
sample residential bill at right and explained below.
(*Please note this is a draft, and there may be other
small enhancements.)
1. All account numbers will now be five digits. For
example: 12345.
2. Your bill includes the address where you receive our
electric service, in addition to your mailing address. If
either address is different than what we have printed
on the bill, there is an area on the back to make
changes. You can also make changes to your contact
phone number(s) and add an email address, if you
choose. Note: For any name or company name
changes, you must contact the cooperative.
3. Your account summary shows the charges for the
current month, along with previous charges and payments. Sales taxes and outside yard-light charges are
also shown, if applicable. Your bill is shown based on
the net amount. In this section, you will also see the
amount for Operation Round-Up, if you are signed
up to have it automatically applied to your account.
4. The address area shows the name of the primary
account holder, along with the second name on the
account, if there is one, and the mailing address.
5. A section is included at the top of the bill for messages. This area will be used to display information
about products and services the cooperative offers,
along with other important news and announcements.
6. Your bill will include a graph of electric usage. This
section features a table that compares the number
of billing period days, daily usage in kilowatt-hours
(kWh), and the average kWh/day for the current
billing month, last billing month and the same billing
month last year. There will also be a line representa16B
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ll starting in January

tion showing your monthly demand, which is your
peak usage for a specific month. The energy bar
graph in this section displays up to 12 months of
usage history.
7. This area lists our outage reporting numbers, along
with the phone number the cooperative has on file
that may be recognized if the member calls in to
report a power outage.
8. The payment portion of your bill includes your account number, net amount owed and penalty rates.
There is a line for you to include a donation to Operation Round-Up, if you choose.
Thank you!
We will be keeping you updated on any changes
through Penn Lines and our website, reaenergy.com.
Thank you for your patience and understanding through
this new and exciting process. If you have any questions,
feel free to call the office at 724-349-4800 or 800-2115667 or email us at reaenergy@reaenergy.com.

Manage your account with SmartHub

With the transition to a new software system, members who currently pay their electric bill online
through the Member Portal will be required to sign up
for SmartHub. We also encourage those who would
like the added convenience of paying online to sign
up as well.
You can manage all aspects of your REA Energy
Cooperative account in SmartHub. This application
has several features that make managing your account
as easy as possible. Whether through the web or your
smartphone or tablet (Android or iOS), you’ll be able
to pay your bill, view your usage, manage your notifications and more. If you have
any questions, you can also contact member services directly
from the app.
Sign-up will be available
starting January 3, 2023.
REA ENERGY
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FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

REA Energy seeks to return
unclaimed capital credits

Continued from page 16A

Because cooperatives put people first, REA Energy Cooperative’s
rates are set up to cover the cost of doing business. In fact, when
revenues exceed costs, you may get money back in the form of
patronage capital.
This is the margin that remains after subtracting expenses from
revenues each year. As a not-for-profit cooperative, REA Energy
uses the capital to qualify for loans to upgrade and expand the
electrical distribution system. If the board of directors decides the
cooperative’s financial condition permits, a portion of the capital is
returned to members in the form of a check.
In 2019, REA Energy mailed out patronage capital retirement
checks to some current and former members. Some of that money
remains unclaimed. If not claimed, the cooperative will eventually
return the money to local communities through various means. We
have not been able to contact some individuals — whether that’s
due to an address change, name change or death, However, we are
continuing our efforts to reach these people or their heirs.
A complete list of individuals who have unclaimed capital
credits prior to 1981 is posted on our website, reaenergy.com. To
access the list, click on the “Capital Credits” button at the top of the
homepage. If you know any of the individuals listed, please contact
REA Energy at memberservice@reaenergy.com, 724-349-4800 or
toll-free at 800-211-5667. **Please note: This notice applies only to
members who had electric service with the cooperative in 1981 and
before.**

Right-of-way management/facility construction news

REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming work in the following
areas in November:
k C
 ontractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service will be trimming the rights of way of
the Strongstown substation area, in addition to emergency maintenance areas.
Members in the affected areas will be notified. Contractors will perform all rightof-way work per REA Energy specifications. All contractor employees will carry
employee identification cards, and their vehicles will display their company name.
If you have any questions, call 724-349-4800 or view the specifications at
reaenergy.com.

affordable, reliable and safe electricity.
The board of directors, management
and employees would like to thank you
in advance for your understanding. If
you have any questions, please call us
at 724-349-4800 or 800-211-5667 or
visit our website, reaeanergy.com.
CHAD CARRICK, MBA, CFPC
PRESIDENT & CEO

REA Energy will be
closed Friday, Nov. 11, in
observance of Veterans
Day and Thursday,
Nov. 24, in observance of
Thanksgiving Day. Please
call 724-463-7273 or
800-332-7273 to report
any power outages.
Payments can be placed
in the drop box at both
REA locations or made
via our Member Portal at
reaenergy.com.

Your Board of Directors
Michael J. Bertolino
Chairman
District 3

Wayne Farabaugh
Vice Chairman
District 8

Robert P. Neese
Secretary/Treasurer
District 5

Sandra Dill
District 9

Tom Beresnyak
District 1

Anthony Enciso
District 7

Thomas Aurandt
District 4

REA Energy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
16D
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John R. Learn
District 6

J.R. “Rick” Shope
District 2
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SMART IRCUITS

HOM E E NE RG Y S OLUTIO NS

Efficiency Tips
for a Festive
Holiday Season

68 degrees when you are home and
dial it back eight to 10 degrees when
you leave the house or go to sleep.
Ȫ Run the clothes washer on cold

with full loads.
Ȫ Lower the thermostat when you

MIR A NDA BOUTE LLE

have visitors or are cooking. Most
gatherings happen in the center of the
home, so save energy by turning the
heat down in areas you are not using.

D E A R M I R A N D A : How can I save
energy at home during the holiday
season?
A: The holidays are a magical time
when we come together with our
loved ones to share food, gifts and
quality time. It’s also the most expensive time of year for many of us.
One way to reduce the financial
burden is by implementing efficiency
tips to use less energy at home and
lower your monthly bills.

Dial it back
If you are hosting guests, your
household will consume more electricity than normal. Be prepared with
the following efficiency basics:
Ȫ Program your thermostat at

Cooking up savings
Whether you are making holiday
treats or a feast, here are a few tips to
help lower energy use in the kitchen:
Ȫ Use the oven light to check food.

Every time the oven door is opened,
the temperature inside is reduced by
up to 25 degrees, according to the
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).
When possible, use a slow cooker,
microwave, toaster oven or warming
plate, which use less energy than an
oven and stovetop.
Ȫ Let hot food cool to room tem-

perature before placing it inside the
refrigerator. This ensures you don’t
increase the temperature inside your
fridge and cause it to use more energy
to cool down.

Holiday lighting
that makes ‘cents’
This year, make the switch to LED
holiday lights, which consume 70%
less energy than conventional incandescent light strands. For example, it
costs 27 cents to light a 6-foot tree for
12 hours a day for 40 days with LEDs
compared to $10 with incandescent
lights.
Pick up a few light timers so you
don’t have to remember to unplug
your lights every evening. You can also
choose to upgrade to smart holiday lights that offer a wide range of
app-controlled options.

Shift to vacation mode
If you’re visiting family and friends
during the holidays, prepare your
home to use less energy.
Water heating is the second largest
energy expense in your home, accounting for about 18% of your utility
bill, according to DOE. Switching your
water heater to vacation mode will
reduce wasted energy by keeping the
water at a lower temperature. If your
water heater does not have vacation
mode on the dial, you can adjust it to
the lowest setting.
Set your thermostat to around
55 degrees so you’re not wasting
energy to heat the home while you’re
away.
Instead of leaving lights on all day,
consider upgrading a lamp or fixture
to a smart lightbulb. This allows you
to control lights from afar and set a
schedule for the light to go on and off.
Lower your energy bills this holiday
season with these simple efficiency
tips. Happy holidays!
MIRANDA BOUTELLE is the vice president of op-

TRIM LIGHTING COSTS: A tree decked out in festive décor is a welcome sight to twoand four-legged loved ones. Save this holiday season by making the switch to LED
holiday lights.
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erations and customer engagement at Efficiency
Services Group in Oregon, a cooperatively owned
energy efficiency company. She also writes on
energy efficiency topics for the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association, the national trade
association representing more than 900 local
electric cooperatives.

The Invention of the Year

The world’s lightest and most portable mobility device
Once in a lifetime, a product comes along that truly
moves people. Introducing the future of battery-powered
personal transportation . . . The Zinger.
Throughout the ages, there have been many
important advances in mobility. Canes, walkers,
rollators, and scooters were created to help people
with mobility issues get around and retain their
independence. Lately, however, there haven’t been
any new improvements to these existing products
or developments in this field. Until now. Recently,
an innovative design engineer who’s developed
one of the world’s most popular products created a
completely new breakthrough . . . a personal electric
vehicle. It’s called the Zinger, and there is nothing out
there quite like it.
“What my wife especially loves is it gives her back
feelings of safety and independence which has
given a real boost to her confidence and happiness!
Thank You!”
–Kent C., California
The first thing you’ll notice about the Zinger is its
unique look. It doesn’t look like a scooter. Its sleek,
lightweight yet durable frame is made with aircraft
grade aluminum so it weighs only 47.2 lbs. It features
one-touch folding and unfolding – when folded it can
be wheeled around like a suitcase and fits easily into a
backseat or trunk. Then, there are the steering levers.
They enable the Zinger to move forward, backward,

Now available in
a Joystick model

Available in Green,
Black and Blue (shown)
10”

turn on a dime and
even pull right up to
a table or desk. With The Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches.
its compact yet powerful motor it can go up to 6 miles
an hour and its rechargeable battery can go up to 8
miles on a single charge. With its low center of gravity
and inflatable tires it can handle rugged terrain and
is virtually tip-proof. Think about it, you can take
your Zinger almost anywhere, so you don’t have to let
mobility issues rule your life.
Why take our word for it? Call now, and find out
how you can get a Zinger of your very own.

(Zoomer Chair)

Call now and receive a utility basket
absolutely FREE with your order.

Joystick can be mounted on the right or left side for rider’s comfort

Please mention code

when ordering.

enjoying life never gets old™

The Zinger and Zoomer Chairs are personal electric vehicles and are not medical devices nor wheelchairs. They are not intended for medical purposes
to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. They are not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid. © 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS A+

85246

mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

1-888-802-0195
117532

LOG BUILDINGS

CONTINUED FROM P13

“I always liked

log homes. It’s

something I never

thought I’d have,

but I always hoped I
would.”

year, he became an apprentice lineman. Eventually,
he became a crew leader,
maintaining old lines and
building new ones. After a
hip replacement put his days
of climbing poles and trucks
to an end, Slothour transitioned to the role of dispatcher before becoming a staking
technician in the early 1990s.
As he neared retirement,
Slothour found the perfect
plot of land for the couple’s
retirement home — he also
staked out the placement of
the poles that would power
their home. Some of the
trees on the lot would even
become the materials used
for their garage.
“I always liked log homes,”
says Slothour, who helped his
father with restoration work
when he was younger. “It’s
something I never thought
I’d have, but I always hoped I
would.”

A little TLC
If you’re looking at a log
home yourself, whether
it’s an older restoration or
a brand-new construction,
maintenance is key, explains
Ryan Shannon, owner of Shippensburg-based
Renew Services and a former member of
Adams EC.
“Your environment is going to determine
how often you need work done,” Shannon
explains. “A log cabin in a state forest can receive
a treatment and long outlast a cabin on top of a
mountain that’s getting hit by wind, rain, snow
and a lot of sun. In the forest, you have different
challenges — mold, mildew and algae.”
Log homes are more susceptible to what
Shannon refers to as organic pollutants — dust,
dirt and pollen — that will get “baked into” the
wood the longer they sit in the sunlight. Log
20
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HOME SWEET HOME: Ray and Debbie Slothour,
members and former employees of Gettysburg-based
Adams EC, enjoy the front porch of their log home in
Orrtanna.

home owners can reasonably expect some sort
of maintenance every three years, Shannon advises, such as repairing insect or environmental
damage, washing, or reapplying a stain.
“It’s very interesting and exciting,” Shannon says of constructing or reconstructing log
homes. “You’re dealing with something that
you’re not always able to go to your local hardware store to get a replacement for. Every cut,
every movement has to be precise.”

FIND YOUR FAVORITE PLACE!

Marketing is the core of our business and our track record proves it — we list your property where the right buyers are searching.

Benjamin Beck
bbeck@mossyoak
properties.com

Chuck Hershner

chershner@mossyoak
properties.com

Daniel McCracken

dmccracken@mossyoak
properties.com

Ryan Reddinger

rreddinger@mossyoak
properties.com

NATIONAL STATS
2021 Sales Volume – $1.4 Billion
2021 Annual Transactions – 4,900
Total Offices – 100
Average Daily Web Sessions – 11,000/ Day
Annual Web Sessions – 4,015,000
Annual Sales Volume Growth – 50%

INTERESTED IN SELLING?

Mossy Oak Sells a Property
Every 1 hour 45 minutes!

WE HAVE BUYERS LOOKING FOR

TIMBERLAND • HUNTING PROPERTY • FARMLAND • RURAL HOMES • COMMERCIAL ACREAGE

724.678.1232 • 717.870.0180 • mossyoakproperties.com
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FRE S H TA KES O N SEASO NAL R ECIPES

Breaking Bread
Together
ANNE M. KIRCHNER

T H A N K S G I V I N G I S A P P R O A C H I N G A N D M A N Y of us are busy planning the
perfect meal. Traditional dishes will be included as we cook up the culinary
favorites of family and friends. Some guests will travel great distances. Others
will walk down the street. No matter the journey, all will be welcome to sit
around the table.
Bread is a fundamental part of the Thanksgiving meal. It speaks genuinely
about the meaning of family, friends and home. Oatmeal dinner rolls can be
made ahead. Brown soda bread tastes like a biscuit and is best served with
butter and jam. When baking Dutch oven bread, inhale the aromas deeply and
say “thank you” for those around you.
ANNE M. KIRCHNER focuses her writing on human connections, travel and culinary arts, researching food

origins, exploring cooking techniques and creating new recipes.

OATMEAL DINNER ROLLS
21/2 cups water, divided
1 cup rolled oats
11/2 tablespoons butter
2 teaspoons kosher salt
1/2 cup molasses
2 tablespoons yeast
5-6 cups flour

Boil 2 cups water; remove from heat. Add oats and
butter and set aside for 1 hour. Then mix oats, salt and
molasses in a large bowl; set aside. Add 1/2 cup water
(105 to 110 degrees) and yeast to the molasses measuring cup; set aside for 5 minutes. Add yeast to the
oatmeal mixture. Gradually stir in flour until dough is
soft; knead for 5 minutes. Place the dough in an oiled
bowl and cover with a towel for 1 hour. Punch dough
down and shape into walnut-size balls. Place balls on a
greased baking dish; cover with a towel for 1 hour. Bake
the rolls for 35 minutes at 375 degrees. Makes 16 rolls.

BROWN SODA BREAD
21/2 cups whole wheat flour
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup steel-cut oats
2 tablespoons brown sugar
1 tablespoon wheat germ
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon kosher salt
2 cups buttermilk
1 large egg, lightly beaten

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a large mixing bowl,
combine the first 8 ingredients. Combine the buttermilk and beaten egg separately then add to the
flour bowl. Stir ingredients until combined. Spoon
the mixture into a 9-by-5-inch greased loaf pan. Bake
for 1 hour or until a wooden toothpick inserted in the
center comes out clean. Cool the bread on a wire rack
and remove from pan. Makes 10 to 12 servings.

DUTCH OVEN BREAD
1 cup water (105 to 110 degrees)
1 teaspoon honey
2 teaspoons yeast
3 teaspoons extra virgin olive oil
1 teaspoon Italian spice blend
1 teaspoon kosher salt
21/2 cups all-purpose flour

Proof the water, honey and yeast in a large mixing
bowl.* Add the remaining ingredients and mix until a
ball forms; knead for 5 minutes. Place the dough in an
oiled bowl; cover with a towel for 1 hour. Punch down
the dough, shape into a ball and place on parchment
paper. Cover with a towel for 1 hour. Preheat Dutch
oven in 450-degree oven. Remove Dutch oven and
lower heat to 400 degrees. Place the risen dough
with parchment paper into the Dutch oven. Bake
covered for 25 minutes. Makes 10 to 12 servings.
*Editor’s note: Proofing yeast tests its vitality. When you
dissolve the yeast in warm water with sugar, it should become
creamy-looking and develop many small bubbles after 5 to 10
minutes. The bubbles indicate the yeast is still in its prime.
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MOVE
OVER PA!

Tough Enough for Any Snowstorm!

Easy-On, Easy-Off
Snow Plow

USA

ENGINEERED AND BUILT
Assembled in the USA
using domestic and
foreign parts.

For Trucks
and SUVs

Drivers in Pennsylvania
are required to move
over or slow down for
stopped emergency
and utility crews.

• No hydraulics or electric parts • Attaches to front receiver hitch
• Pays for itself quickly if you
currently hire a plow
!

LE

SA

FREE
SHIPPING

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

8/7/20 8:57 AM

• Works on gravel or pavement

DRrediplow.com
DRrediplow.com
Request your FREE Product Catalog!
Toll Free: 888-443-0050

SPEC
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A PIECE OF HISTORY: This
state historical marker, detailing
information about the formation
of New Enterprise REC, is one of
more than 2,500 located across
the Commonwealth. Travelers will
find it along State Route 869.

Historical markers highlight
Pennsylvania’s past

CIAL SPOTS
K AT H Y H AC K L E M A N

No one could say Pennsylvania lacks connections to history
or historical figures.

Some people learn more about these events
and people through snippets of information
found online, while others study hefty educational tomes for background information. But an
easy, accessible way to learn more about Pennsylvania’s historical people, places and events is
to take a few minutes to read the historical
markers placed throughout the Commonwealth’s 67 counties.
The first historical marker was approved in
1914 at Fort McCord in Franklin County, back
when the program was operated by the state
Pennsylvania Historical Commission. Since 1946,
when it took over the program, the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC)
has assisted with the installation of more than
2,500 markers across the Commonwealth, says
Alli Davis, the commission’s historical marker
coordinator. In recent years, she says, the PHMC
has approved approximately 20 marker nominations annually.
That first marker in Franklin County was a
bronze plaque, but today most of the markers are
one of two styles. Roadside markers are larger
and typically located along highways in more
rural areas. City markers are smaller and are
designed to be read by pedestrians.
In the past, individuals or groups making

the nominations for inclusion in the program
were responsible for the costs (approximately
$2,600). Starting this year, however, the PHMC
began assuming the costs for manufacturing
and delivering the new markers. The nominating
person or organization is now only responsible
for the installation costs. For that reason, along
with the end of a two-year hiatus in accepting
nominations due to COVID-19, there has been
an influx of nominations for the marker program,
Davis reports.
Once a marker is installed, it is subject to regular maintenance checks, which are designed to
keep it in tip-top shape. A contractor hired by the
PHMC rotates around the state to see which ones
need to be repaired or refurbished. Emergency
maintenance is also available when a sign is damaged. Information about reporting a damaged or
missing marker is available at pahistoricpreservation.com/reportmissingdamagedmarkers.

Something significant
According to Davis, not every nomination for
the historical marker program is approved.
“We have certain criteria,” she says. “It has to
be of statewide or national significance. Everyone would agree history is local, but our markers
have to have a statewide level of impact.”
NOVEMBER 2022
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“The things you can
learn from these

markers are just
amazing!”

Signs of progress
Historical markers celebrating the arrival
of electricity in Pennsylvania’s rural
regions dot the Commonwealth. The
10 you’ll find are as follows:
k Adams Electric Cooperative (EC),
marker dedicated Aug. 21, 1990, State
Route 34 near Palace Drive, north of
Gettysburg
k Bedford Rural Electric Cooperative
(REC), dedicated June 2, 1989, U.S. 30
at Clark Building and Donohue Manor
roads, just east of Bedford
k Central EC, dedicated July 11, 1987,
State Route 368 near Terwillinger Road,
1 mile east of Parker
k Claverack REC, dedicated Oct. 24,
1986, U.S. 6 near Goff/West Valley Road,
3.2 miles east of Wysox
k New Enterprise REC, dedicated
March 1, 1989, on State Route 869 near
Chestnut Street in New Enterprise
k REA Energy Cooperative, dedicated in
1988 on State Route 1006, east of State
Route 286 at the east end of Indiana
k Somerset REC, dedicated June 10,
1989, on State Route 3010 near State
Route 3015 between Somerset and
Rockwood
k Sullivan County REC, dedicated Sept.
25, 1987, on State Route 87, just southwest of State Route 154 in Forksville
k Tri-County REC, dedicated Sept. 25,
1987, on State Route 87, just southwest
of State Route 154 in Forksville
k Valley REC, dedicated July 5, 1992, at
10700 Fairgrounds Road in Huntingdon
26
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There are several categories of markers,
with “rural electrification” having its own
classification. Within that classification, there
are nearly a dozen scattered across the Commonwealth. (See the sidebar at left.)
“Rural electrification was an absolutely
groundbreaking event that certainly met the
criteria,” Davis says.
One of the oldest markers in the rural electrification category was placed in Crawford
County’s Woodcock Township along State
Route 198 at Woodcock Creek Lake/Reservoir. The current sign commemorating the
event reads as follows: “Here on August 5,
1936, the state’s first rural electric pole was
placed by the Northwestern Rural Electric
Cooperative Association. Incorporated on
April 30, 1936, this was Pennsylvania’s first
such cooperative. By 1941, thirteen more had
been formed in the state.”
This sign was dedicated on Aug. 20, 1986,
50 years after the pole was placed at the site,
which is now under water.
Greg Beckenbaugh, then a communications specialist for the Pennsylvania Rural
Electric Association and now an attorney for
the state Senate, assisted with the push for
cooperatives to be recognized with historical
markers in the late 1980s.
“The rural electrification program in
the United States was started in 1935,
and Pennsylvania’s cooperatives began
forming soon after that, so their 50th
anniversaries were happening in the late
2022

HISTORY MADE: Today, this sign along State Route
198 commemorates the location of Pennsylvania’s
first rural electric pole, which was placed by
Northwestern REC in Woodcock Township, Crawford
County.

1980s,” Beckenbaugh notes. “I worked with
employees at the local electric cooperatives,
and they submitted what they wanted on
their markers, and I submitted them to the
commission for approval. I would get a
preliminary copy before the marker was cast,
and then I would give it to the cooperative
for their final approval.”
A list of all historical markers and information about the Pennsylvania program are
available at phmc.pa.gov.
“The historical marker program is a great
way to celebrate our history,” says Davis, who
has worked with the program for about a
year. “I learn new things about what is significant to Pennsylvanians and their history
almost every day.”
That’s because people often contact her to
find out more information about the markers,
and she learns while doing research.
“People frequently reference them when
looking for history in an area they are living
in or are visiting,” Davis says. “There are
local historical societies that do tours of the
markers in their areas, and some groups use
the markers when they are celebrating an
event or place that the marker signifies. …
The things you can learn from these markers
are just amazing!”

FAMILY & CO MMUNITY
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RURAL OOTS

You Can’t Make Old Friends
“News from the Path Valley Hotel”
MITCHELL K YD

than being with
people who knew you when you were young. What a great
concept to ponder with the “Big Three” holidays stretching
before us. Surrounding ourselves with people who share
our stories is a little gift we give ourselves in this season of
family, friends and connecting.
I got a jump-start on rewinding the reels of my life at my
high school reunion this year. I won’t tell you which anniversary, but I will say there were gold accents everywhere.
My holiday card list is going to have some new names on it
as a result — new names attached to old, familiar faces.
E-greetings are no substitute. Sure, they’re cheaper,
kinder to the environment
and arrive on time, but you
can’t hold them in your
hand or display them on a
string around your doorway. They have no holiday
stamps, enlivened with
miniature works of art, and
no handwritten flourishes
on foil-lined envelopes to
stand out among the bills,
spam and sales pitches. Paper cards may arrive late, but no
matter how indecipherable the writing, nearly all seem to
find their way for delivery, a seasonal miracle all its own.
I learned the joy of opening Christmas cards from my
grandmother, who was also the best source of exotic gift
surprises. Long before personalized everything could be
produced and shipped overnight, I would find amazing
things in my stocking, such as pencils with my name
stamped on them in flashy, metallic ink — pretty heady
stuff for a second grader.
She did most of her shopping from catalogs when she
worked because she didn’t have time to drive from store to
store to search for all the best stuff. In those days, there were
no local stores where she could have scooped up those
kind of goodies, anyway.
Because I’m a storyteller, I’m hoping my grandkids will
get to the day when they want to hear these tales, if only for
a history assignment. I’m already thinking about how much
groundwork it will take.

N OT H I N G M A K E S YO U F E E L YO U N G E R

“What’s a catalog?” — they’ll probably have to ask by that
time, and I’ll have an answer: “It was like a miniature version
of Amazon, only on paper. It arrived in the mailbox.”
“How did you get paper in your inbox?” will likely be next.
I’ll explain it didn’t require an inbox. Instead, we rented a
little locked compartment at the post office.
I’m not sure how long it will be before kids have to ask,
“What’s a post office?,” but I’m sure that’s coming along
with, “What’s a pencil?” I’ll try telling them a pencil was a
stylus made from a tree, and at one end, there was a thing
to correct errors made from
the sap of another tree. “No
way!,” they’ll chirp.
Of course, there’s a good
chance today’s stylus may
have already gone extinct by
then, too. In all of humankind’s recorded history, it
might be a blip so fleeting
that our artificial-intelligence bots will skip right
over to the classic understanding: a tool the ancient
Greeks used to carve onto
waxed tablets.
That will be enough history for one day. Besides, how can
I possibly tell my progeny what my grandparents did with
those catalog pages when it was time to “recycle”? Their
little heads would explode.
This year, after the cards have all been sent, new batteries
drained and the last cookie has crumbled into oblivion, the
staying power of the “Auld Lang Syne” tradition will close
another season. That Gaelic phrase appeared in Scottish
poems as early as the 1500s, and the tune we recognize
today was popular by the late 1700s. The English translation
is “old long since,” or more simply, for old time’s sake.
Among our blessings this year, I hope we can all count
dear friends who have been part of our earliest stories. As
singer Kenny Rogers told us: “You can’t make old friends.
You either have them, or you don’t.”
Y VONNE BUTTS-MITCHELL writes and blogs (deadmousediaries.com) under

the pen name Mitchell Kyd. The “News from the Path Valley Hotel” series
was inspired by her encounters with contractors, critters and assorted creepy
crawlies while rehabbing her family cabin after its 17-year stint as a giant closet.
NOVEMBER 2022
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ISSUE MONTH

November 2022
December 2022
January 2023

A

CLASSIFIED DVERTISING

AD DEADLINE

September 15
October 19
November 21

Please note ads must be received by the due
date to be included in requested issue month;
ads received after the due date will run in next
issue. Written notice of changes/cancelations
must be received 30 days prior to issue month.
No ads accepted by phone/email. For more
information, please call 717-233-5704.

AA ROOFING

EXPERTS IN HARD-TO-FIND LEAKS! Roof repairs
– all types. House, barn roofs painted. Slate work
– chimney repairs. Southwestern PA for over 40
years. Speedy service! 814-445-4400.
AROUND THE HOUSE

PLEASE SUBMIT A CLEARLY WRITTEN OR
TYPED SHEET WITH THE FOLLOWING
REQUIRED INFORMATION:

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique grandfather
clock, mantel clock or old pocket watch that needs
restored, we can fix any timepiece. Macks Clock
Repair: 814-421-7992.

❏ Non-members should submit
name, address, phone number, and
email address, if applicable.

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR $12.
“Country Cooking” – $5, including postage. “Recipes
Remembered” – $7, including postage. Both of these
cookbooks are a collection of recipes from men and
women of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and
New Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108.
Write Attention: Cookbooks.

❏ C
 ooperative members should please
submit the mailing label from Penn
Lines as proof of membership.

❏ Month(s) in which the ad is to run.

❏ Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.
❏ H
 eading ad should appear under, or
name of special heading (additional fee).
See below for FREE heading options.
FREE HEADINGS:

❏ Around the House
❏ Business
Opportunities
❏ Employment
Opportunities

❏ Gift & Craft Ideas
❏ Livestock & Pets
❏ Miscellaneous

❏ Motor Vehicles
& Boats

❏ Nursery & Garden
❏ Real Estate

❏ Recipes & Food

❏ Tools & Equipment
❏ Travel & Tourism
❏ Wanted to Buy

CLASSIFIED AD SUBMISSION/RATES:
ELECTRIC CO-OP MEMBERS:

$20 per month for 30 words or less,
plus 50¢ for each additional word.

SPECIAL HEADINGS:

$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members.
Fee applies to any heading not listed under
“FREE HEADINGS,” even if the heading is
already appearing in Penn Lines. For ads
running a special heading in consecutive
months, the fee is a one-time fee of either
$5 or $10 for all consecutive insertions.
PAYMENT :

Please make CHECK/MONEY ORDER payable
to: PREA/Penn Lines. Insertion of classified ad
serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.
SEND COMPLETED AD COPY
AND PAYMENT TO:
Penn Lines Classifieds
P.O. Box 1266
Harrisburg, PA 17108
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FACTORY SECONDS of insulation, 4 x 8 sheets, foil
back. R-Value 6.5 per inch. Great for pole buildings,
garages, etc. Many thicknesses available. Also blue
board insulation sheets. 814-442-6032.
COINS & BULLION

KEYSTONE COIN & BULLION is buying and selling
gold, silver, U.S. coins and currency. Large inventory for sale. We pay in CASH. Call Matt at 814-9314810. www.keystonecoinbullion.com.

BANGES MASONRY, 24” x 24” inlet, 24” x 48” inlet,
type M. 6” x 40” trench drains, headstone foundations. Also stock concrete, wire mesh and rebar.
Mount Union. 814-542-2000.

$70 per month for 30 words or less,
plus $1.50 for each additional word.

PENN

STEEL ROOFING AND SIDING. Over 30 years in
business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- and
26-gauge best quality residential roofing – 40-year
warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, accessories, etc. Installation available. Located northwestern Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

CONCRETE SUPPLIES

NON-MEMBERS:

28

BUILDING SUPPLIES

CONSULTING FORESTRY SERVICES

NOLL’S FORESTRY SERVICES. Timber Sales,
Appraisals, Forest Management Plans, Forest
Improvement Work, Wildlife Habitat Management.
FREE Timber Land Recommendations. 30 years
experience. Visit www.nollsforestryservices.com.
Call Ron, 724-422-5525.
CENTRE FOREST RESOURCES. Forest Management
Services, Wildlife Habitat Management, Timber Sales,
Appraisals. College-educated, professional, ethical
foresters working for you. FREE Timber Consultation.
814-571-7130.
RAYSTOWN FORESTRY CONSULTING. Timber sales,
appraisals, wildlife habitat management. Dedicated
to sustainable harvests for present and future generations to enjoy. 45 years experience. 814-448-0040
or 814-448-2405.

2022

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED

ARE YOU UP FOR A CHALLENGE? Consider foster
parenting! Call Laurie at Somerset County Children
and Youth Services. 814-445-1609.
GIFT & CRAFT IDEAS

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR $12.
“Country Cooking” – $5, including postage. “Recipes
Remembered” – $7, including postage. Both of
these cookbooks are a collection of recipes from men
and women of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania
and New Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural
Electric Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.
HEALTH INSURANCE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your health
insurance? We cater to rural America’s health insurance needs. For more information, call 800-6287804. Call us regarding Medicare supplements, too.
MEDICARE, MEDICARE/MEDICAID. All Advantage
plans, supplements. Many at zero premium. Dental,
vision, hearing and more included. Helping you
understand and improve your coverage. Call Nick
(Brookville) for information. 412-367-8881.
DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS about your Medicare
options? Your choices can be overwhelming! Let
me help you find a plan that meets your needs and
offers more complete benefits. Give me a call (Mike –
Indiana). 724-840-4023.
HEATING & COOLING

GARY & SONS, INC. HEATING AND COOLING - Save
money on fuel oil, propane or your electric bill without sacrificing comfort – add a heat pump! Heat
pumps make heating systems 300% more energy
efficient. Contact Gary & Sons, Inc. of Falls Creek,
Pa., for a FREE estimate: 814-371-4885 or garysinc.com. A Lennox Premier Dealer and Mitsubishi
Diamond Elite Contractor, Gary & Sons installs
and services heating and cooling equipment and
hot water tanks, and cleans ducts and dryer vents.
Ask about the repair refund credit – if you paid for
repairs in the past 12 months and think you should
have bought new, Gary & Sons will credit up to
$500 of the repair cost toward new equipment.
PA4673.
HUNTING BEAGLES

TRAINED RABBIT DOGS for sale. 814-598-5143
(Terry), 814-571-3837 (Kellen).
HUNTING LEASES

WANTED HUNTING LAND. There is a current
demand for hunting leases. Call for evaluation of
your property. Professionally managed. Generate
yearly income. $1,000,000 liability insurance.
Know who is on your property. www.nollsforestryservices.com. Call Ron, 724-422-5525.

MEATS

MCMULLEN PREMIUM BLACK ANGUS FREEZER
BEEF, Ashville, Pa. Grass-fed and grain-finished with
rich marbling. No growth-promoting hormones or
antibiotics. Quarter, half and whole. $2.50/lb. hanging weight plus processing; price subject to change.
www.mcmullenbeef.com. 814-674-2332.
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE: Buckets, forks, thumbs, grapple buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders, backhoes, and
excavators. Tires for backhoes, rubber tire loaders
and excavators also. Call 814-329-0118.
NURSERY & GARDEN

TREES AND SHRUBS for all your landscaping needs.
Rare, unusual, amazing. Bloomfield Nursery. 167
Sproul Mountain Road, Roaring Spring, PA 16673.
814-224-4508.
PA BARN SCRAPBOOKS

VOL. 1 – “THE ABC’S OF THE TIMBER FRAMED
BARN,” 78 pages, $21.15. Vol. 2 – “From Log Barns
to Pole Barns - A History of Change & Progress,” 78
pages, $21.15. Vols. 1 & 2 combo, $35.95. Vol. 3 –
“From Horses to Combines - A Century of Life on
the Farm,” 122 pages (54 pages of black-and-white
photos), $24.35. Vol. 4 – “From Milk Cans to Plastic
Jugs - A Tribute to the Dairy Farmer,” sponsored by
the Allied Milk Producers, 122 pages, $27.50. Vols.
3 & 4 combo, $47.60. All books full color, spiral
bound, 8-1/2” x 11.” Pa. sales tax included. Add $4
per order for shipping and handling. Send check to:
Clair Kriner, self-publishing author, 284 Delarme
Rd, DuBois, PA 15801. For additional information,
text 814-771-5318, email pabarnbook@gmail.com,
find me on Facebook.
POWDER COATING

ALMOST ANYTHING METAL can be powder coated:
auto parts, lawn furniture, wheels, etc. Restores,
protects, preserves. 1,200-degree manifold coating. Arthurs Powder Coating, 263 Sexton Road,
Indiana, PA 15701. 724-349-3770.
REAL ESTATE

VIRGINIA’S EASTERN SHORE. Fishermen and beach
lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake Bay or Atlantic
Ocean within minutes. Waterside Village 3/4-acre
homesites near marina from $18,000 with fenced
and locked RV/camper storage available. Beach
access nearby. Waterfront sites available on bayside and seaside. Many free boat ramps within minutes. Low, low taxes. Kirkwoodontheshore.com.
757-678-7631.
LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL? Timberland Realty specializes in land, sporting properties, camps, cabins,
farms, waterfront, exquisite second homes and timberland since 1987. Call our office at 716-962-9935
or agents by region – Western PA: Craig Wozniak,
412-559-4198, Ron Westover, 724-422-5525. Central
PA: John Tallman, 717-921-2476. Brian Bullard,
Managing Broker, 716-499-5608. Website: www.
timberlandrealty.net.

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE, BEDFORD COUNTY – 279 acres with trails,
timber, stream near Lock Haven; 462 acres with
2.3 million board feet of timber near New Paris;
Clearfield County – 87 acres, wooded with trails near
Clearfield. www.timberlandrealty.net. Agent Ron
Westover, 724-422-5525, 716-962-9935.
LAND, FARMS, CAMPS, Homes & Businesses for sale.
Real Estate Appraisal Services. Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices, The Preferred Realty, Punxsutawney,
PA Office – 814-938-3031.
RECIPES & FOOD

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR $12.
“Country Cooking” – $5, including postage.
“Recipes Remembered” – $7, including postage.
Both of these cookbooks are a collection of recipes from men and women of the electric co-ops
of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Payable to:
Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, P.O. Box
1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write Attention:
Cookbooks.
SHAKLEE

FREE SAMPLE Shaklee’s Energy Tea. Combination
red, green and white teas that are natural, delicious, refreshing, safe. For sample or more information on tea or other Shaklee Nutrition/Weight Loss
Products: 800-403-3381 or www.pws.shaklee.
com/sbarton.
TIMESHARE CANCELATION

TIMESHARE VICTIMS! Call 800-223-1770.
TimeShareBeGone.com. Timeshares legally canceled for less. A+ BBB rating, five-star reviews.
100% money-back guarantee! Trust is our reputation! Since 2007. Stop paying maintenance fees
and mortgages.
TRACTOR PARTS – REPAIR/RESTORATION

ARTHURS TRACTORS. Specializing in vintage Ford
tractors, 30 years experience, online parts catalog/
prices, Indiana, PA 15701. Contact us at 877-254FORD (3673) or www.arthurstractors.com.
TRAVEL & TOURISM

NEW SMYRNA BEACH, Florida, oceanfront condo
rental. Two bedroom, two bath, deck overlooking
beach and pool. $875/week. $3,000/month. No
pets. Not available Jan. - Mar. Call 814-635-4332 or
814-979-8058.
SEVEN SPRINGS MOUNTAIN VILLAS Condominium
Vacation Rental. One bedroom (King) and sleeper sofa.
Sleeps four. Fully furnished. Wi-Fi. Complimentary
shuttle to resort. Email mountainvillas2b1@hotmail.
com for details and pictures.
WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC American and foreign cars,
motorcycles, trucks, Broncos, Blazers and Scouts.
Any condition. Will buy entire car collections.
krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-8206.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC motorcycles wanted. All
makes and sizes. BSA, Norton, Triumph, Honda,
Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, etc. krmiller1965@
yahoo.com. 717-577-8206.
WANT TO BUY old minibikes, pre-1980 Rupp,
Bonanza, Speedway, Hodaka, Arctic Cat, Ruttman,
Skat Kitty, Lil Indian, others. All old makes considered,
any condition considered. 724-972-8701.
VINTAGE WOMEN’S and children’s clothing from
the 1900s-1950s. Men’s workwear/farmwear/denim
1900s-1950s. Clothing can be in ANY condition.
Quantity preferred. Call or text photos of items to
814-386-5763.
2022 PENN STATE WRESTLING tickets. Will buy individual tickets or all tickets from season ticket holder.
Call/text 814-599-3423.
ATTENTION HUNTERS – PA HUNTING LICENSES
WANTED. Collector buying old PA hunting licenses.
I buy cloth, metal and paper licenses. Doe licenses
wanted. Please call 412-337-3590 or email nickgarrubba@gmail.com.
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LA UG HING AT LIFE

Thanks for the Memories
JOHN K ASUN

T H A N K S G I V I N G I S R I G H T A R O U N D T H E corner, and with it
comes great food, family gatherings, shopping and Pennsylvania’s deer season. Everyone in the state fits into one or
more of those popular categories.
Thanksgiving is about “thanks”; it’s not about getting.
That fact becomes clearer as we age and better understand what is important about life and what is just a
window dressing.
If we were to give thanks for all of our blessings, it
would take more space than I have in this column and
probably more space than we have in this magazine. We
are truly a blessed people living in a blessed country in
spite of our moaning and complaining at times.
Although our blessings are numerous, a few are so
important they must be singled
out. We enjoy personal freedom
— greater than any known before in the history of the world.
We can never be thankful
enough for our veterans, who
for generations have put their
lives on the line for our freedom
and a better tomorrow for us all.
In spite of our aches and
pains, most of us enjoy better
health than the many generations before us. We should not
focus on our aches and pains,
but rather on the things we can
still do and enjoy in this wonderful world that we have on loan to us by our Creator.
Each year, my list of things to be thankful for grows
and includes not only things I still enjoy, but also joys that
have since gone. I lost my mother several years ago as she
approached her 98th year on Earth. She has not been out
of my thoughts since her passing, and the other day, the
words of Bob Hope suddenly flashed through my mind.
Bob Hope was a part of many people’s lives during his
century on Earth. While I enjoyed his comedy and movies
with mindless plots, it was his theme song, “Thanks for
the Memories,” that popped into my mind.
In this Thanksgiving season, I especially want to give
thanks for the memories my mother lovingly provided.
Although she is in a better place, she will forever be in my
heart for the lifetime of memories she generated — some
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funny, some silly, some serious and all with a life lesson
at their core. Over time, I have discovered that my mother
also lives in the memories of others, who often remark on
her quality and kindness, recalling she was always ready
to share what she had and help anyone in need. She was
also faithful to the church and God, always thankful, and
quick to offer a prayer.
I never knew anyone else like my mother. She not only
accepted hard work, but also loved it. In spite of caring for
a family, house, a few chickens, ducks, pigs and an occasional steer, she still found time to plant flowers in every
available space. In her eyes, they all were beautiful and
sang God’s praises. Although she is gone, she lives in my
heart through the memories she created in her life.
Recently, my wife and I were
planning Thanksgiving dinner
with some other family members. Food assignments were
being handed out when my
sister-in-law said, “We need
someone to make the apple
pies.”
Apple pie was the dessert my
mother, Mary, always provided.
Silent until now, our niece, Kara,
who is very mature for her
young age, said softly — more
to herself than anyone else —
“Nobody makes apple pies like
Mary Kasun.” This is a memory
of my mother I know my niece will carry for the rest of her
life.
Memories are the building blocks of our lives, and as
we collect them, we also create memories for others as
well. As Thanksgiving approaches, I urge all of you to
remember you are a future memory in someone’s life. If
that memory is good or bad, funny or sad, it is mainly up
to you.
So take time this holiday season to be thankful for your
life’s memories and make an effort to become a pleasant
memory for others in your life as well as the strangers you
pass daily.
JOHN KASUN, a lifelong Pennsylvanian with more than 30 years of writing

experience, looks for the humor in everyday life and then tells a story from
that perspective. He is a member of Valley Rural Electric Cooperative.
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RURAL EFLECTIONS
Thank you for your entries
traditional time to give thanks, so we
want to join in by thanking all of the amateur photographers who submitted photos for our 2022 “Rural Reflections” contest, which is now closed. Winning photos,
chosen by an independent panel of judges, will be printed
in the January and February issues of Penn Lines.
You can now begin submitting your photos for the 2023
contest. (See the submission information below.) If your
photo wins top honors, you could receive a $75 prize
in one of our five contest categories: most artistic, best
landscape, best human subject, best animal and editor’s
choice.
NOVEMBER IS THE

DIANE BAUGHER • ADAMS EC

BRENDA MAY • BEDFORD REC
CASEY MALONEY • NORTHWESTERN REC
SUE GEORGE • TRI-COUNTY REC

AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS are

encouraged to send photos (no digital
files, please) to: Penn Lines Photos, P.O.
Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266.
Include your name, address, phone
number, and the name of the electric
cooperative serving your home,
business, or seasonal residence.
Winners are chosen annually in each
of five categories — most artistic, best
landscape, best human subject, best
animal, and editor’s choice — and will
receive $75. Runners-up will receive
$25. Our publication deadlines
require us to work ahead, so send
your photos in early. Photos will be
returned if a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is included.
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ADDRESS CHANGES:

For change of address, please contact your local electric
cooperative. For cooperative contact information,

please visit www.prea.com/member-cooperatives

