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NOWNOWNOW

$59
99$499 

NOWNOWNOW

$299

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE/WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 

ITEM 69249/69115/69137/69129/69121/877 shown

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
BLUE HAWK

$998
MODEL: BG8X10-Y SAVE 

59%

ITEM 69269/97080 shown

ITEM   60637/61615
95275 shown

A. HOT DOG 

B. PANCAKE

SAVE 

$39
99

YOUR CHOICE

A

B

3 GALLON,  100 PSI OIL-FREE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 

• Air delivery:
0.6 CFM @ 90 PSI
1 CFM @ 40 PSI

COMPARE TO
PORTER-CABLE

$9862
MODEL: PCFP02003

Customer Rating

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON LIGHTWEIGHT 
ALUMINUM FLOOR JACK 

 ITEM  68053/62160/62496/62516/60569 shown

• 3-1/2 pumps lifts most vehicles
• Lifts from 3-1/2" to 14-1/8"
• Weighs 34 lbs.

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
K TOOL

$12568
MODEL: KTI63094

SAVE 
$65

SAVE 
70%

 $5499 $5499 

 $7999 $797979$7999 

 $20999 20999 
ITEM 64031/64061

64059/64060/64032
64030/64033

COMPARE TO
Snap-on
BLUE-POINT

$800
MODEL: KRBC10TBPES

• 15,000 cu. in. of storage
• 700 lb. capacity
• Weighs 139 lbs.

30", 5 DRAWER MECHANIC’S CARTS

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$610

$20999 99 

$189
99

YOUR CHOICE

Item 64031 
shown

Item 64060
shown

Item 
64033 shown
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$29
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$99
9
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$39
99

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

SAVE 
65%

COMPARE TO
PERFORMAX

$2899
MODEL: 2411-1

Customer Rating

ITEM  69645 /95578
60625 shown

SAVE 
50%

2/10/50 AMP, 12 VOLT
 BATTERY CHARGER/

ENGINE STARTER 

ITEM 60581
60653 shown

COMPARE TO
SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC

$5999
MODEL: SE-1250

 $5299 $5299 

 $3999 $393999 99 99 

Customer Rating

SAVE 
69%

 3/8" x 14 FT., GRADE 43
TOWING CHAIN 

ITEM 60658 /97711  shown

• 5400 lb. 
capacity

COMPARE TO
MIBRO

$6499
MODEL: 426920

Customer Rating

 $1499 $141499 
 $4999 $4999 

14" ELECTRIC CHAIN 
SAW

ITEM  64498 / 64497  shown

SAVE 
$60

COMPARE TO
CRAFTSMAN
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MODEL: 071-45247

Customer Rating
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$99
9

ITEM 62281/61637 shown

 29 PIECE TITANIUM DRILL BIT SET 

SAVE 
84%

COMPARE TO
DEWALT
$6499
MODEL: DW1369

Customer Rating

SAVE 
40%

Customer Rating TWO TIER 
COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE 

STEP LADDER

ITEM  67514 

• 225 lb. 
capacity

COMPARE TO
WERNER

$3388
MODEL: S322A-1

2500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH WITH 
WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL

ITEM  61840 /61297/63476/61258 shown
Voted Best Winches

SAVE 
$140

• Weighs 14.3 lbs.
• 11-1/8" L x 4-1/2" H

COMPARE TO
SUPERWINCH

$18999
MODEL: 1125220

Customer Rating

ITEM 64486 
63483 shown 

24 FT., 18 BULB, 12 SOCKET 
OUTDOOR STRING LIGHTS

COMPARE TO
PORTFOLIO

$5498
MODEL: SLC12BK

Customer Rating

SAVE 
63% $1699 $1699 99 99 
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$19
99
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$49
99
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$19
99

 $2999 $2999 99 99  $6999 $$696999  $2699 $262699 99 99 

10" PNEUMATIC TIRE

ITEM 69385/62388/62409/62698/30900 shown

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
FARM & RANCH

$781
MODEL: FR1055

Customer Rating

ITEM 62915/60600 shown

AIRLESS 
PAINT SPRAYER KIT

COMPARE TO
GRACO

$299
MODEL: 262800

SAVE 
$129

 18" x 12" MOVER'S 
DOLLY 

• 1000 lb. capacity

ITEM   61899/63095/63096
60497/63098/63097/93888 shown

SAVE 
59%

COMPARE TO
BUFFALO
TOOLS
$1765
MODEL: HDFDOLLY

Customer Rating

ITEM 61970/ 69684
61969 shown 

12" DOUBLE-BEVEL SLIDING 
COMPOUND 
MITER SAW

• Laser guide

Blade sold 
separately.

COMPARE TO
RYOBI

$249
MODEL: TSS120L

SAVE 
$119

Customer Rating

SAVE 
48% ITEM   61899/63095/63096

NOWNOWNOW

$799

 $1099 $$1099 
 $599 $55$ 99 $599 

NOWNOWNOW

$399

 $21499 21499 $21499 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$169
99

SAVE 
54%  $17999 17999 $17999 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$129
99

3-1/2"
SUPER BRIGHT
ALUMINUM
FLASHLIGHT

ITEM 69111/63599/62522/62573
63875/63884/63886/63888/69052 shown

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

SUPER BRIGHT
ALUMINUM
FLASHLIGHT

• 9 LED
• Compact, Lightweight

COMPARE TO
RAYOVAC
$350
MODEL: BRS9LED-B

3500 WATT SUPER QUIET INVERTER GENERATOR

PREDATOR 3500 HONDA EU3000iS1APREDATOR 3500

NOWNOWNOW

$699
99

ITEM 63584 * HONDA EU3000iS1A stated specs

3500 MAX. STARTING  WATTS 3000

3000 RUNNING  WATTS 2800

100 LBS. WEIGHT 131 LBS.

2.6 GAL TANK SIZE 3.4 GAL

4 OUTLETS 4

YES OVERLOAD PROTECTION YES

212 cc ENGINE SIZE 196 cc

YES LOW OIL ALERT YES

YES PARALLEL CAPABLE YES

YES POWER SAVER YES

PRICE $1,999$76999$$769769769769769769769769769999999999999999999999999999999

SAVE 
$1,299

Customer Rating
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(continues on page 21)

VETERANS IN ENERGY: Military veterans meet with electric co-op leaders at a Veterans in Energy 
event. Veterans in Energy is a professional development group that was formed through NRECA’s 
“Serve Our Co-ops; Serve Our Country” initiative to help veterans transition into the energy workforce 
after they’ve been hired at electric cooperatives.

energymatters

Electric cooperatives are working 
to make even better use of a 
powerful source of energy — 

military veterans.

“Veterans, active military and their 
spouses are some of our greatest assets 
as employees,” says Michelle Rostom, 
director of workforce development for 
the National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association (NRECA). “They are 
mission-driven. When we think about 
providing safe, reliable, and affordable 
power, we know our veterans –– what-
ever their job –– are focused on mak-
ing sure we are operating safely, and 
that we are creating a reliable electric 
network for cooperative members.”

Rostom spends a lot of her time 
working to match veterans with elec-
tric cooperatives in her role as pro-
gram manager for NRECA’s initiative 
called “Serve Our Co-ops; Serve Our 
Country.”

The program launched in January 
2016 “to honor and employ veterans,” 
Rostom says.

Since then, the program has been 
forming a coalition of co-ops and 
other groups to focus attention on 
the benefits of hiring veterans, and to 
actually hire more veterans.

In announcing the program, Jim 
Matheson, CEO of NRECA, said, “Our 
military veterans deserve our unending 
gratitude for their service to our coun-
try, on Veterans Day and every day. 
Veterans possess many of the qualities 
sought by electric co-ops, including a 
deep commitment to service and an 
uncompromising work ethic. More 
than 200,000 service members transi-
tion out of the military to civilian life 
each year, and we’d like to tap into 
that talent to help fill the thousands of 

co-op jobs opening up.”
Hiring veterans is certainly a decent 

thing to do, but Rostom lists why it 
makes business sense as well.

“They understand their role and they 
go out and execute it,” she says. “They 
bring leadership skills, they work in 
teams and look out for each other in 
that kind of ‘brotherhood.’ They work 
in all types of weather. They are disci-
plined. They show up on time. Those 
are professional competencies that not 
every job applicant brings with them, 
but you find them in the military.”

The initiative grew out of broader 
strategic planning by NRECA. That 
plan envisioned that 25,000 jobs at 
electric cooperatives would need to be 
filled in the next few years.

“We are racing to make sure we 
have the right talent applying for our 
jobs,” Rostom says.

Part of that work has been devel-
oping and distributing information to 
bring attention and advice aimed at 

connecting veterans with co-op jobs. A 
series of three checklists published by 
the program helps guide electric coop-
eratives in setting up a veteran hiring 
effort. The checklists show cooperatives 
how to recognize veterans, contact 
groups in their communities for broad-
based effectiveness and bring attention 
to the skills and abilities veterans offer.

Some of those skills and abilities 
might not be immediately obvious, 
says Rostom, like what they learn by 
having to change their job and their 
residence every few years.

“They are trained to learn,” she says. 
“They change jobs every couple of 
years, so they learn to adapt.”

Serve Our Co-ops; Serve Our Coun-
try also started a group called “Veter-
ans in Energy,” a professional organi-
zation to go beyond hiring, by helping 
veterans transition into the energy 
workforce.

Military spouses make up another 
often-overlooked resource, Rostom 

An electric co-op mission to hire veterans
By Paul Wesslund
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PUBLICATION MUST MATCH CODES TO INSERTION ORDER.
NEVER GUTTER THE COUPON.

YES.  Please reserve the Out of the Clearing Accent Light 
for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $17.99 shipping and service; see bradfordexchange.com
Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 casting days. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial 
payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                        State          Zip

Email (optional)
 01-23327-001-E66101

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                    SEND NO MONEY NOW

*Plus $4.99 shipping and service per item. Limited-edition presentations restricted to 95 � r-
ing days. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment of Edition One.  Display 
is shipped after Edition Four.  Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Bradford

Exchange Original! 

Nature's Majesty 
Comes to Light

Out of the Clearing  
Accent Light

•  2-in-1 masterwork brilliantly 
combines sculpture and light 

•  Acclaimed artist Darrell Bush’s 
mesmerizing deer artwork is 
on the genuine glass lantern

•  Hand-crafted sculptural 
base with buck, antlers 
and forest terrain is 
hand-painted in

true-to-nature detail

All is still as the golden sun rises over the snowy wilderness. Then, a majestic buck 
steps into the clearing. His stance is powerful, his eyes and ears alert. Three more 
whitetails follow behind, their breath visible in the cold morning air, their backs 
warmed by the sun’s early rays. Now you can experience nature’s nobility up close 
with the breathtaking Out of the Clearing Accent Light, available only from The 
Bradford Exchange.
 Standing one foot high, it features a base that’s a masterwork of sculpture. 
Hand-painting brings all the details to life — buck, rocks, fallen logs and antler. 
Overlooking it all is a glass lantern with stunning Darrell Bush deer imagery. When 
the FREE C7 bulb is turned on, the artwork is illuminated to magnifi cent effect.

Bradford Exchange exclusive — order today!
Order yours now at just four installments of $31.25 each, for a total of $125*, 
backed by our unconditional guarantee. Send no money now. Return the Reservation 
Application today!
*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax

Shown much smaller than its
impressive actual size of about 
12 in. H x 8 in. W x 61/2 in. D. 
Includes one FREE C7 bulb for 
soft illumination.

©Darrell Bush. 
Courtesy of MHS Licensing   

©2018 The Bradford Exchange   
All rights reserved   01-23327-001-BI

Stands 
1 Foot 
High!

EASY TO ORDER!     www.bradfordexchange.com/clearing

01_23327_001_BI.indd   1 2/13/18   1:13 PM
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keepingcurrent

News from across the Commonwealth

Slow down: state approves 
speed cameras in  
construction zones

The Pennsylvania General Assembly 
recently passed and Gov. Tom Wolf 
signed into law legislation that will 
allow the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) to in-
stall speed cameras in some highway 
construction zones. Cameras will be 
allowed on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, 
interstates and those state highways 
that are eligible for federal funding.

Drivers who are speeding through 
construction zones have been a hazard 
with 89 PennDOT workers dying as a 
result of roadside collisions in ac-
tive work zones in the past 48 years. 
Officials report work-zone crashes 
have been increasing about 5 percent 

annually since 2012. The Associated 
Pennsylvania Constructors, a trade 
group that backed the bill, said unof-
ficial speed monitoring on Interstate 
279 in western Pennsylvania recorded 
540 instances of vehicles topping 100 
miles per hour in a 45-mile-per-hour 
work zone in a four-month period in 
2017 with many more traveling in the 
80s and 90s.

Vehicles traveling more than 10 
miles per hour over the posted speed 
limit will be found in violation of the 
law with the first offense resulting in 
a written warning. The second offense 

will bring a $75 fine while third-time 
offenders will face a $150 fine.

The new law has a five-year expira-
tion date.

State to share millions  
designated for struggling 
coal communities

Pennsylvania is one of nine states 
that will share in $26.5 million in 
grant funds designated to assist strug-
gling coal communities, according to 
an announcement by the Appalachian 
Regional Commission. The other 
states are Alabama, Kentucky, Missis-
sippi, North Carolina, Ohio, Tennes-
see, Virginia and West Virginia.

The grant funds, made available 
through the commission’s Partnerships 
for Opportunity and Workforce and 
Economic Revitalization initiative, are 
expected to create or retain more than 
5,400 jobs and leverage more than 
$193 million in private investments 
across the nine states.

The following Pennsylvania organi-
zations will receive funds:
k   $1.23 million to the Southern 

Alleghenies Planning and Develop-
ment Commission, Altoona

k   $1 million to Innovation Works, 
Inc., Pittsburgh.

k   $670,000 to Catalyst Connection, 
Pittsburgh. 

k   $587,950 to the Community College 
of Beaver County. 

k   $72,000 to the Pennsylvania Envi-
ronmental Council, Pittsburgh, and

k   $40,000 to SEDA-Council of Gov-
ernments, Lewisburg.

hunt safely: wear a harness
In a check of the database kept by 

the Pennsylvania Trauma Systems 
Foundation, a group of doctors found 

nearly 40 hunters annually in Pennsyl-
vania experience falls from tree stands 
that result in traumatic injuries. 

Because this database records only 
falls resulting in victims being taken 
to a trauma center, the actual count is 

unknown as it 
does not include 
fall victims who 
are treated at fa-
cilities other than 
trauma centers, 
and it does not 
include those 
who die from 
their falls before 

they are transported.
The doctors found that fewer than 

one in 100,000 hunters experienced a 
fall from a tree stand in 1987, while in 
2015, almost 12 in 100,000 fell from a 
stand.

In an effort to raise awareness of safe 
hunting from tree stands, the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission has launched 
a “Hunt Safely, Wear a Harness” cam-
paign.  

feds support plan to track 
declining species

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) is supporting a proposal for 
further expansion of the Motus Wild-
life Tracking System in Pennsylvania 
and four other states. 

The Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion will lead a team that includes 
the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources, Northeast Motus Collabo-
ration and other partnering organiza-
tions to collect life-cycle information 
of seven migratory birds and one bat 
that have been in serious declines 
for at least years, and in some cases, 
decades.
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Tough Enough For Any Snowstorm!
•  No Hydraulics or Electric Components  • Heavy-Duty Rubber Blade Edge • Receiver Hitch Included

19
4A

EX
 ©

 2
01

8

Perfect for Homeowners!

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY
Call or go online for details.

FREE SHIPPING
1 YEAR TRIAL

Plow your own 
driveway and save!
Pays for itself quickly if you currently
hire a plow. Don’t struggle snow-
blowing your entire driveway…
give yourself a break with the 
DR® Redi-Plow™! 

For trucks,
and SUVs. 
Attaches to 
a front receiver 
hitch (included). 
Automatically engages when 
you drive forward and releases when you 
reverse. Works on gravel or pavement. Can be locked in travel position.

One pass and you’re free to go! Never be trapped waiting 
for a snow plow again. The DR® Redi-Plow™ is light enough for one person 
to handle. Clear your parking area, and a path to the barn with ease!

    DRrediplow.com 
888-443-0050

Go Online or Call for FREE Buyers Guide!

TOLL
FREE

Perfect for Homeowners!Perfect for Homeowners!

Easy-On, Easy-Off 
Snow Plow

The USFWS is providing $497,929 
to help underwrite this wildlife 
surveillance, which tracks migrat-
ing animals with nanotags — radio 
transmitters so small they can be fitted 
to monarch butterflies. Collaboration 
member organizations and others are 
providing more than $225,000 to meet 
federal matching funding require-
ments.

The Pennsylvania species being 
targeted are Swainson’s thrush, wood 
thrush, blackpoll warblers, Canada 
warblers, rusty blackbirds, American 
woodcock and northern long-eared 
bats. Other priority species, such as 
New England’s Bicknell’s thrush, also 
are targeted by this research.

Overall, the project intends to shed 
more details on bird migration routes, 
timing, even post-breeding dispersal 
movements. It also has the potential 
to provide life-cycle data that would 
help protect currently unrecognized 
important habitat, such as high-use 
migratory stop-overs.

penndOt upgrades  
reporting system

The Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation (PennDOT) has 
modernized its online Customer Care 
Center — customercare.penndot.gov 
— to make it easier to report concerns 
on state-maintained roadways with 
new mapping capabilities, optional 
photo uploads and a mobile-friendly 
interface.

The modernized service sorts reports 
into categories: road or bridge con-
ditions; removing something from a 
roadway; traffic, signs, or signals; on-
going roadwork or projects; or general 

questions and concerns. 
As of Sept. 30, the previous Cus-

tomer Care Center had nearly 45,000 
concerns submitted this year, with 
more than 96 percent of those con-
cerns being resolved.

Motorists reporting a concern 
should give the county, municipality, 
street name, and state route number, 
which can be found on small black 
and white signs posted along state 
highways. 

Concerns may also be reported 
through 1-800-FIX-ROAD (1-800-
349-7623), though the number should 
not be used to report traffic accidents, 
disabled vehicles or other emergencies. 
Motorists should continue to call 911 
to report these types of emergencies.

Ehd confirmed in south-
eastern pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Game Commission 
officials report epizootic hemorrhagic 

disease (EHD) has been confirmed as 
the cause of death for an unusually 
high number of dead deer reported in 
northern Chester County and south-
ern Berks County area during the late 
summer and early fall.

EHD, an often-fatal disease caused 
by a virus affecting white-tailed deer 
populations, is contracted through the 
bite of insects called “biting midges.” 
The advance of cold weather, which 
kills the insects, should bring an end 
to the current outbreak.

The virus usually kills the deer 
within five to 10 days. It is not spread 
from deer to deer by contact. While 
EHD is not infectious to humans, deer 
displaying severe symptoms of EHD 
are usually not suitable for consump-
tion because of the rapid deterioration 
of the meat and secondary bacterial 
infection.

More information about EHD is listed 
on the agency’s website at pgc.pa.gov. l



A warm thank you

By Kathy Hackleman 
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QUILT PRESENTATIONS: Eleven military vet-
erans are honored on Memorial Day at a Quilts 
of Valor presentation at the Meadville VFW. The 
quilts were pieced and quilted by volunteers 
through the PA Stitchers of Valor organization, 
headquartered in Crawford County.

A quilt is typically thought of as 
a bed covering or wall hanging 
made with three layers — a 

colorful, pieced top, a layer of batting 
in the center, and the backing — held 
together with decorative stitching. But 
thanks to the Quilts of Valor Founda-
tion, the once-simple quilt has become 
a tangible reminder of a nation’s grat-
itude for those men and women who 
have served in the U.S. military.

200,000 recipients so far.  
One of the areas where the program 

has flourished is Crawford County, 
thanks in large part to Meadville quilter 
Collene Munn. She had heard of the 
QOV program and decided she would 
make quilts for her niece and her niece’s 
husband upon their retirement from 
the U.S. Navy in 2016. Upon learning 
about Munn’s interest, the national 
foundation asked her if she could assist 
with fulfilling requests for other QOV 
quilts in Northwestern Pennsylvania.

Volunteer effort
Today, Munn coordinates dozens of 

volunteer seamstresses, piecers and 
quilters, known as the PA Stitchers of 
Valor. The group presented 10 quilts 
— including their 100th one — to 

The Quilts of Valor (QOV) program 
began in Delaware in 2003 – the brain-
child of one mom, Catherine Roberts, 
whose son was serving a yearlong 
deployment to Iraq. She wanted him — 
and his fellow servicemen and women 
— to be welcomed home with a red, 
white, and blue quilt, a symbol of her 
love and appreciation. It wasn’t long 
before her patriotic plan spread across 
the United States, with more than 

Quilts of Valor program recognizes veterans

veterans in Meadville during this fall’s 
visit of the Moving Wall, a mobile, 
half-size version of the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial. 

One of the dedicated Pennsylvania 
volunteers is Kathy Cooper-Winters, 
chair of the Northwestern Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative (REC) Board of Direc-
tors, who says the presentation of the 
100th quilt at the wall was “an amazing 
milestone for a little group that has 
only been in existence for about one 
and one-half years.” She explains that 
her husband, Bill Winters, was her first 
connection with Munn and the Quilts 
of Valor program.

“Bill is the president of the Crawford 
County Fair and Collene talked to him 
about doing a Quilts of Valor presen-
tation at the fair,” Cooper-Winters ex-
plains. “Bill is a veteran, so he said, ‘Of 
course.’ They worked out the details 
of the presentation and in the process, 

P
h

O
tO

 B
y

 K
E

R
R

i F
lE

E
t



  |   NOVE M B E R 2018 9

Collene said she was looking for long-
arm quilters and he said, ‘My wife does 
that.’” (For clarification, a long-arm 
quilter is not a person with long arms 
who quilts — it is a person who uses a 
machine also called a long-arm quilter 
that allows the quilter to complete a 
project much faster than using the 
traditional quilting method.)

Cooper-Winters, who has quilted for 
herself and family members for a num-
ber of years, thought it sounded like 
a good way to spend a few volunteer 
hours. She agreed to stitch a couple of 
quilts for the program using a patriotic 
design.

“Then I went to a quilt presenta-
tion, and I saw how it was received by 
the veterans and their family,” Coo-
per-Winters recalls. “It was amazing 
to watch, and so touching. I thought, 
‘This is something I want to continue 
to be involved in.’ I was hooked after 
that first presentation.”

touching tribute
Today, she is one of dozens of local 

volunteers, some of whom meet regu-
larly to piece quilts while others, like 
her, quilt them or prepare them to be 
presented to the veteran.

“Anyone who sees a presentation will 
understand the magnitude of what one 
quilt can do,” Cooper-Winters empha-
sizes. “Initially, none of the veterans 
want you to do it because they think 

they don’t deserve 
it. But when they 
are presented with a 
quilt, it really means 
a lot to them.”

It also means a lot 
to her.

“It touches me 
as much as it does 
them,” she says. 
“I can tear up just 
talking about it. For 
me, it’s an opportu-

nity to give back. I never served, but I 
have become closely touched by ser-
vice through my two grandsons, one of 
whom is now in the reserves, and one 
who just graduated from basic training. 
I am too old to serve, but I can do this 

and touch those who have served.”
The word “touch” is not used only in 

the figurative sense. During the presen-
tation ceremony, recipients are literally 
wrapped in their quilt.

“They are on stage, and we talk 
about their backgrounds, including 
where and when they served, while we 
are holding their quilt behind them,” 
she says. “A family member and a quil-
ter then hug them and wrap the quilt 
around their shoulders.”

The ceremony symbolizes much 
more than just the presentation of a 
gift, Munn notes.

“We open by explaining the national 
program, how we got started locally 
and then we talk about the layers of 
the quilt,” she says. “The top of the 

VOLUNTEERING FOR A CAUSE: From front, PA Stitchers of Valor volunteers Gloria Seeley, Debi 
Crocker, and Wanda Minch piece together bits of red, white, and blue material that will eventually end 
up being a quilt presented to a veteran of any military branch as part of the Quilts of Valor program.

LONG-ARM QUILTING: Volunteers use long-
arm quilters to complete the quilts made by vol-
unteers with the PA Stitchers of Valor group for 
the national Quilts of Valor program. Quilts are 
typically made with red, white and blue material 
and quilted with a patriotic design.
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VALOR ON DISPLAY: Kathy Cooper-Winters, Northwestern REC board chair and Quilts of Valor vol-
unteer quilter, left, and Collene Munn, who heads up the Quilts of Valor program in Crawford County, 
display a quilt during a presentation ceremony at the Crawford County Fairgrounds in Meadville, Pa.

quilt has a lot of pieces, colors, sizes 
and shapes that come together to make 
the quilt top. That represents all of us, 
family and friends who are supporting 
the veteran. The batting provides the 
hope that the quilt will bring warmth, 
comfort and healing to the recipient. 
The back of the quilt, which supports 
the other layers, represents the strength 
of the recipient, his support system 

and his community. The threads of the 
quilting pull everything together, and 
represent the love, gratitude, and hours 
of labor contributed by the Quilts of 
Valor volunteers. We then thank re-
cipients for their service and tell them 
thousands of men and women across 
the U.S. are forever in their debt.” 

The response from veterans is uni-
versally one of gratitude, Munn says.

“We have had veterans who say this 
is the only recognition they have ever 
had locally,” she reports. “We had a 
booth at the county fair, and we had 
people who had received a quilt in the 
first presentation come up and give 
me a hug and say they appreciate what 
the Quilts of Valor program does for 
veterans.”

gratitude
Cooper-Winters agrees, noting that 

she recently received a letter from a 
quilt recipient’s grandson, telling her 
how much his World War II-era grand-
father appreciated the recognition.

Northwestern REC member David K. 
Miller, a 92-year-old World War II vet-
eran, seconds his fellow serviceman’s 
feelings. 

HONORING SERVICE: Kathy Cooper-Winters, 
Northwestern REC board chair, left, congrat-
ulates Quilt of Valor recipient and World War 
II veteran John Mohr, center, following a pre-
sentation ceremony at the Crawford County 
Fairgrounds in Meadville, Pa. Looking on is 
Mohr’s grandson, Steve Miller, a lineman at 
Northwestern REC.
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“It’s a gift that is ‘above and beyond,’” 
Miller says of the quilt. “Volunteers 
take all of this time to make a quilt and 
then they give it away. You can’t say 
enough about what they do. All of the 
recipients are so grateful.”

Miller left high school in the middle 
of his senior year in 1943 to join 
the U.S. Navy. After boot camp, he 
received additional training, eventually 
ending up as a motor machinist for 
two and one-half years in the Pacific 
where he served on LSM 178 (a land-
ing ship medium, which is designed 
to be downloaded with supplies from 
freighters and then land on a beach 
to deliver supplies to troops). He was 
discharged on May 10, 1946, and a 
day later, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
Reserves, where he served another 
eight years.

After his service, Miller worked in 
the Pittsburgh area before moving to 
the Saegertown area in 1966. He spent 
most of his life working in the refuse 
industry.

“It’s nice to have your service 
acknowledged and remembered,” 
he says. “There were 11 of us who 

received the quilts at the same time. 
It was a very impressive ceremony. … 
My quilt is red, white and blue, and it 
has stars and a border around it with 
the Statue of Liberty in the middle. It is 
embroidered in blue with stars. I have 
it hanging on the wall in the entrance 
of my home so anyone who comes 
to the house can see it right away. It 
means a lot to me.” 

Donald Williams, a retired lineman 
from Northwestern REC, is another 
recipient who treasures his quilt, which 
he keeps on his bed where he can see it 
every day. 

A U.S. Army veteran who served 
from 1965 through 1967, Williams 
says, “When I came home from Viet-
nam, people would just as soon throw 
rocks at you, so it was a real honor to 
receive this quilt in recognition of my 
service.”

Williams, a Huey helicopter mechan-
ic, spent 10 months at Bien Hoa Air 
Base attached to the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade and then spent two months 
with the 4th Division on a U.S. Army 
base near Dak To, the scene of some 
of the heaviest fighting in the Central 

Highlands.
After returning to the U.S., Williams 

worked in Montana before landing at 
Northwestern REC. He retired in 2008 
after nearly 36 years as a lineman.

Miller and Williams say their quilts 
are priceless, but in reality, they do cost 
money. Although labor is donated, the 
cost for the materials for each quilt is 
in the range of $300. 

To donate to the program, send a 
check to Quilts of Valor, 183 Park Av-
enue, Meadville, PA 16335 (write “PA 
Stitchers of Valor” in the memo line) 
or donate online at QOVF.org/donate 
(mention PA Stitchers of Valor in the 
memo line to have the donation credited 
100 percent to the Meadville group). 
They are also always on the lookout for 
piecers and quilters, along with potential 
quilt recipients. Munn can be reached by 
email at pastitchersofvalor@gmail.com 
or 814-720-9407. l

GREATEST GENERATION: Arthur Price Jr., 
left, a World War II veteran and longtime res-
ident of Saegertown, sits on stage with his 
daughter, Kathy Brown, during a Quilts of Valor 
presentation ceremony at the Crawford County 
Fairgrounds in Meadville, Pa.
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techtrends

No industry is immune from 
the development of new tech-
nologies. New companies are 

actively working to create innovative 
variations of products and services that 
build upon previous models by offering 
more savings in terms of both cost and 
time. As a result, people are flocking 
to these technologies because they 
improve their lives. A prime example is 
the electric airplane.

Zunum Aero is an aviation startup 
backed by Boeing and JetBlue that 
found a niche in short-haul transpor-
tation. Founded in 2013, this Wash-
ington state company expects to roll 
out its 12-passenger, hybrid-electric 
planes by the early 2020s. Just like a 
hybrid car, the airplane will rely on 
both batteries and an engine to fly. 
The forward-thinking company recog-
nizes battery energy storage is advanc-
ing quite rapidly and once it matures, 
the airplanes are expected to be fully 
electric.

The early Zunum Aero planes will 
be able to travel an estimated 720 
miles from take-off to landing, which 
is roughly a trip from Milwaukee 
to New York, and by 2030, they’re 
expected to reach flight distances of 
more than 1,000 miles. Nevertheless, 
the startup believes the majority of 
trips will be much shorter, which will 
reduce fares between 40 and 80 per-
cent. 

According to the company’s website, 
Zunum.aero, a flight from Memphis, 
Tenn., to New Orleans, would cost 
$126, an expected drop from around 
$240. The price reduction is a result 
of a variety of economic factors. As 
expected, the planes use less fuel, 
which equals cost savings. The time it 
takes to fuel up is also reduced, which 
means a quicker turnaround for the air-

NEW PLAN FOR PLANES: Zunum Aero, an aviation startup backed by Boeing and JetBlue, expects 
to roll out its 12-passenger, hybrid-electric planes by the early 2020s. The startup plans to offer lower 
fares and shorter flights, utilizing smaller, regional airports that have been left behind as air traffic con-
centrated to the more popular regional hubs.

craft. Time equals money. The smaller 
airports are also significantly less con-
gested with planes and people. For the 
Memphis, Tenn., to New Orleans trip, 
estimated door-to-door time for a pas-
senger would be reduced from 5 hours 
and 28 minutes to 2 hours and 17 min-
utes. This convenience and affordability 
are key to Zunum Aero’s success. 

This goal of efficient, regional travel 
will inevitably shake up the airline 
industry when it comes to fruition. 
Zunum Aero officials say there are 
13,500 under-utilized airports in the 
United States. Just 1 percent of air-
ports service roughly 96 percent of 
all air traffic. This means the smaller, 
regional airports, built when air travel 
first boomed, have been largely left 

behind as air traffic became concen-
trated at regional hubs like Atlanta 
and Dallas. The company’s co-found-
ers, Matt Knapp and Ashish Kumar, 
hope to leverage these smaller airports, 
avoid congestion of large airports, and 
use their planes to connect commu-
nities across America. With greater 
mobility comes greater connection. l

Kaley Lockwood writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the national trade association represent-
ing more than 900 local electric cooper-
atives. From growing suburbs to remote 
farming communities, electric co-ops 
serve as engines of economic develop-
ment for 42 million Americans across  
56 percent of the nation’s landscape.

the electric airplane: Landing soon  
in a town near you

By Kaley Lockwood



Stay Safer & More Independent
with a Jacuzzi® Luxury Walk-In Bathtub

The NEW Gold Standard of Walk-In Bathtubs

CALL TODAY & SAVE $1, 500
Call now for limited-time savings on your new Walk-In Bathtub

and details on installation that takes as little as ONE DAY!
Call: 1-888-347-5101 or visit: www.JacuzziWalkIn.com

Low Entry Step

NEW! 

Epsom Salt 
Compatible

Now enjoy the 
relaxing health 

benefi ts of Epsom 
salt in your tub 

without the 
worry of rust or 
damage to your 

tub’s components.

Don’t let mobility concerns end your ability to enjoy 
a relaxing and therapeutic bathing experience

NEW! Epsom salt compatible with 
hydromassage relaxes the mind and body
NEW! A quieter and energy effi cient pump 
provides a more enjoyable bathing experience
NEW! Relaxing Bubble Foot Massage
NEW! Heated back and seat for more comfort 
and relief
PLUS! Installation in as little as one day available!

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

on your NEW Walk-In Tub
with ONE DAY installation

SAVE $1, 500

The safety features 
of the Jacuzzi® Walk-In 

Bathtub help with 
mobility in and out of 

the tub, and also 
help you feel more 

secure and independent 
when bathing at home.

Enjoy Legendary
Jacuzzi® Jet
Technology



1414   |   NOVE M B E R 201814

timelines

Your Newsmagazine Through the Years

1998

1988

1978

1968

2008

Rural Pennsylvania 
is home to thou-
sands of tranquil 
hideaways, such as 
this spot along Stony 
Ford Creek in rural 
Tioga County.

Shoppers select 
foods produced by 
agricultural and food 
cooperatives to pre-
pare their traditional 
Thanksgiving Day 
dinners.

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy 
develops an Electric 
and Hybrid Vehicle 
Research and Devel-
opment Program to 
combat U.S. depen-
dence on foreign oil.

Pennsylvania crafts-
men display their 
skills at the Coopera-
tive Crafts Exhibition 
at the Smithsonian 
Institution in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Each year, a number of Commonwealth students embark 
on international student exchange experiences. Cultural 
exchange is at the heart of many of these international 

programs. Often, this is accomplished with the help of host 
families. 

In one of the most popular programs, the Rotary Youth Ex-
change program, students live with host families during their 
time abroad. The students are encouraged to live with several 
different families during the exchange period, which can last up 
to a year. In turn, many of the host families send their children 
to study in other countries, including the United States. 

The connections students make with host family members 
can help them navigate the challenges of adapting to another 
culture. From learning the local language to understanding local 
customs, host families can be a very large part of the experience 
for an exchange student. 

While some programs are geared toward high school students, 
opportunities also exist for those interested in international 
experiences beyond high school. Many colleges and universities 
offer study abroad programs and a number of private organiza-
tions also facilitate academic experience abroad.
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Do you have a question 
for the co-op?
By Stacy Patterson-Hilliard, CCC  

Communications & Marketing Supervisor

Chad Carrick
President & CEO

Guest Column

REA EnERgy held its annual meeting 
on Sept. 20 at the Kovalchick Center 
in Indiana. Prior to the start of the 
business meeting, members had the 
opportunity to submit a question to 
management for discussion during the 
question-and-answer session. So that 
all members can learn more, here are 
some of the questions:

I want to pay my bill online. Is 
there a fee to do this? 

To sign up for the online member 
portal, visit www.reaenergy.com and 
click on the link for the member por-
tal. From there, you will be redirected 
to a page that contains a link to click 
to “Sign Up.” After filling in the infor-
mation at the bottom of the page and 
submitting valid data, your User ID is 
created. You can then log in using your 
User ID. There are no additional fees 
to pay your bill online.

What is the status of offering inter-
net service to rural areas?

REA Energy is always looking for 
ways to provide more value-added 
services to our members. We are 
currently performing feasibility studies 
for offering broadband service to our 
members. We will continue to inform 
members of any new developments as 
they come up, so stay tuned for more 
information.

If my power goes out and my 
neighbor calls, should I call, too?

Members should always report any 
power outages to the cooperative. Our 
system is able to “predict” the approx-
imate location where the cause of the 
outage is based off of the addresses of 
members who call in to report it. 

What is the service charge? 
The service charge has been a part 

of members’ bills for decades. This 
service charge is to cover the cost 
of providing electric service to our 
members, including the upkeep of the 
electrical system, such as lines, poles, 
meters and substations.

Why did “distribution mainte-
nance” costs increase so much in the 
last few years? 

The increase in distribution main-
tenance was due to additional right-
of-way maintenance. This increase 
of work was necessary to return the 
projects to the original specifications 
and time frame for completion.

How do I contact your subsidiary?
To speak to an employee about our 

subsidiary, call REA Energy Services at 
724-349-4800, option 2. To learn more 
about all the products and services 
that REA Energy Services offers, visit 
www.reaservices.com.

If you have a question or concern 
for the cooperative, please call us at 
724-349-4800 or 800-211-5667. You 
can also submit questions via the Con-
tact Us link at www.reaenergy.com. l

REA Energy  
Cooperative, Inc.

One of 14 electric cooperatives  
serving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

cooperativeconnection

REA
ENERGY 
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75 Airport Road • P.O. Box 70 
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REA EnERgy Cooperative, Inc. (REA) 
held its 81st annual meeting on Thurs-
day, Sept. 20, at the Kovalchick Con-
vention and Athletic Complex, Indiana, 
Pa. Nearly 300 members, their families 
and guests attended the meeting.

The Credentials and Elections 
Committee, which registered members 
for the meeting, included: Virginia 
Farabaugh (chairman), John T. (Tom) 
Brady, R. Michael Keith, Shelby Miller, 
Dr. Laura Rhodes, Richard Tronzo, C. 
LeeRoy Vatter and Michael Wirfel. 

Election results
This year, board Districts 7, 8, and 

9 were up for regular election, and in 
District 4, a special election was held. 
In District 7, incumbent Anthony Enci-
so and in District 8, incumbent Wayne 
Farabaugh both ran unopposed and 
were declared re-elected for their re-
spective districts. In District 9 elections, 
Sandra Dill was elected over Richard 
Knapko. 

The election for District 4 was to 
elect a director to serve out the bal-
ance of the current term (two years). 
Earlier this year, Howard Terndrup was 
appointed to serve on an interim basis. 
In this election, he was elected over 

challenger Thomas Aurandt.

Cooperative updates
Board Chairman Michael Bertolino 

and President & CEO Chad Carrick 
gave presentations. 

Bertolino highlighted the Rochdale 
Principle known as “Cooperation 
Among Cooperatives.” An example 
of this is REA Energy and Allied Milk 
Producers. REA allows Allied to use its 
facilities during its butter and cheese 
sales, and Allied returned the favor by 
providing the ice cream treat for the 
annual meeting. He also discussed the 
importance of strategic planning for the 
cooperative’s future. 

He then honored Herman Blakley, 
who retired from the board after 15 years 
of service. During his tenure, Blakley 
obtained various certifications from the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative As-
sociation (NRECA), and served as board 
chairman for several years. Bertolino 
presented a plaque to two of Blakley’s 
children, Deborah and Jim, as a thank 
you for his years of service. 

Carrick reviewed the Rochdale 
Cooperative Principles, highlighting 
each one. He stated that at least one of 
the principles is read before each board 
meeting to remind board members they 
are working to serve the cooperative’s 
members.  

Carrick then shifted the focus of the 
presentation to capital credits, stating 
capital credits are simply the margins 
the cooperative has at the end of each 
year after expenses are paid. The mar-
gins are then assigned to each member 
who participated in the generation of 
those margins, based on the amount of 
electricity a member used. These credits 
are considered equity in the cooperative 
and are very similar to what for-profit 
companies call retained earnings.  

To further explain this, he compared 
capital credits to the three legs of a 
stool that together help achieve the 
equity target: growth in assets, ability  
to create margins, and retiring (or pay-
ing) capital credits. He then discussed 
cooperative financials for the past 
several years and how they tie in with 
margins and capital credits. 

Tying it all together, Carrick an-
nounced the cooperative will be paying 
all capital credits through 1978. 

The following reasons contributed to 
that decision:

— The cooperative is in a good cash 
position, 

— The board has approved compre-
hensive Equity, Cash Management and 
Capital Credit Plans to achieve these 
goals, and

— There are no planned 2019 rate 
increases. 

Carrick went on to discuss how REA 
Energy is a member of a number of 
other cooperatives, including Harris-
burg-based Allegheny Electric Coopera-
tive, Inc., our wholesale power provid-
er. Allegheny gives incentives to REA 
Energy to reduce demand for electricity 
during peak times (hot summer days 
and cold winter days) when electricity 
is the most expensive.  

To help offset costs, REA Energy has 
developed member-only programs that 
benefit members who participate in the 
program and reduce wholesale power 
costs for everyone. These include the 
water heater program, a peak load-re-
ducing heating program, member 
assistance programs that can reduce 
collections and educate members on 
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CO-OP LEADERSHIP: Front row from left:  Rick Shope, Sandra Dill (elected to District 9), Sam 
Eckenrod, and John Learn; and back row, from left: Wayne Farabaugh, vice chairman (re-elected to 
District 8); Robert Neese, secretary/treasurer; Michael Bertolino, chairman; Anthony Enciso (re-elected 
to District 7); Chad Carrick, president & CEO; and Howard Terndrup (elected to District 4).

rea energy cooperative, inc

REA Energy reports good year at annual meeting
Stacy Hilliard, CCC, Communications 
& Marketing Supervisor
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HONORING RETIRING BOARD MEMBER: President & CEO Chad 
Carrick, center, addresses the crowd as he honors former board member 
Herman Blakley. Chairman Michael Bertolino, left, and Blakley’s son, Jim, 
look on.

GRAND PRIZE WINNERS: Members who attend the annual meeting 
have the chance to win the grand prize, a 55-inch Philips 4K HD TV. Join 
us next year; you could be this lucky!

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: Members 
present their quorum cards during the business 
meeting to validate the proceedings of the 
meeting.

YOUTH TOUR: 2018 Youth Tour delegates include, from left: Leah Farabaugh, Julie Pittman, Jillian 
Barger, Mary Ellen Lohr, Haiden Long and Ethan Brewer.

rea energy cooperative, inc
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use, and energy consultations.
He also highlighted the coopera-

tive’s subsidiary, REA Energy Services, 
which is available for both members 
and non-members to use. The products 
and services the subsidiary offers save 
money for members through decreased 
energy consumption (because they’re 
so efficient), which also reduces our 
wholesale power bill. Additionally, all 
profits from the subsidiary flow back to 
the cooperative to offset expenses.

He concluded by stating that as a 
member of a cooperative, you vote for 
your directors, and everyone can appre-
ciate the power of a vote. By going to 
the website, vote.coop, members could 
sign up to register to vote this No-
vember and make sure rural America 
always has a voice.

Other business
Mary Ellen Lohr, a student from 

Penns Manor High School, recapped 
her experiences on the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association  
(NRECA) 2018 Rural Electric Youth 
Tour. Mary Ellen was one of 11 students 
from the REA Energy service territory 
that spent a week in Washington, D.C., 
with more than 1,800 students from 
across the country. Additionally, Mary 
Ellen was selected to represent Pennsyl-
vania at the national level as a member 
of the Youth Leadership Council.

Guest speaker Stephen Brame, vice 
president – public affairs & member 
services for the Pennsylvania Rural 
Electric Association and Allegheny 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., discussed 

the sources of the power we receive 
through Allegheny and the community 
feel of the cooperative-based model. 

Some lucky members won one of 
several door prizes including the grand 
prize — a large screen television. The 
winners of two $100 checks for partic-
ipating in Operation Round-Up® were 
Christopher and Susan Ballas and Scot 
Coble.

Immediately following the business 
meeting, the board held a reorganiza-
tion meeting and elected officers for 
2018-2019. They are: Bertolino, chair-
man; Wayne Farabaugh, vice chairman; 
and Robert Neese, secretary/treasurer. 
Rick Shope remained the PREA director 
as part of a two-year term and Robert 
Neese was elected as the Allegheny 
director. l
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Howard Terndrup
District 4

Sandra Dill
District 9

Robert P. Neese
Secretary/Treasurer

District 5

Michael J. Bertolino
Chairman
District 3

Sam Eckenrod
District 1

Wayne Farabaugh
Vice Chairman

District 8

John R. Learn
District 6

Anthony Enciso
District 7

J.R. “Rick” Shope
District 2

REA Energy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Your Board of Directors

REA Energy will be closed 
Monday, November 12, 2018, 

in observance of Veterans 
Day and Thursday, Novem-
ber 22, 2018, in observance 

of Thanksgiving Day.

District 9 Director Herman (Herm) Blakley recently retired from the 
REA Energy Cooperative Board of Directors after 15 years of service.

Blakley was elected to the board in 2003. During his tenure, he 
served as board president for several years. He received his Creden-
tialed Cooperative Director certification, Board Leadership Certifi-
cate and Director Gold Credential from the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. He has also served on the board of directors 
for Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc., in Harrisburg, as chairman of 
the Renewable Energy Committee, as chairman of the Legal, Regula-
tory Ethics, and Policy Committee, and on the ACRE Committee in 
Harrisburg.

Blakley and his wife, Jean, live in the Shelocta area and are the 
parents of two daughters, Deborah and Linda, two sons, Herman and 
Jim, and have seven grandchildren. He attended Elders Ridge High 
School. He also completed a tour during the Korean War, serving in 
the United States Army. To show the cooperative’s appreciation to 
Blakley, the cooperative presented him a plaque honoring his years of 
service.

Thank you, Herm, for your service and dedication to REA Energy 
Cooperative, Inc. and its members. l

Director Herm Blakley retires after 15 years of service

CO-OP CONNECTIONS MEMBER
Petite Pet Grooming — 291 Stallbark 
Road, Armagh, PA 15920, 814-591-9958, 
Facebook: Search for Petite Pet Groom-
ing — Offer - $5 off a full groom.

Right-of-way management/facility construction news

REA Energy contractors will be completing tree-trimming work in the 

following areas for the month of November:  

k   Contractor crews from Penn Line Tree Service will be trimming the 

rights-of-way of the Uniontown and Indiana North Substation area, in 

addition to emergency maintenance areas.

Notification of work will be made to members in the areas affected. 

Contractors will perform all right-of-way work per REA Energy specifica-

tions. All contractor employees will carry employee identification cards 

and their vehicles will display their company name.

If you have any questions, call 724-349-4800, or view the specifica-

tions at: www.reaenergy.com.
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HARD HATS FOR THE JOB. 
SOFT HEARTS FOR THE COMMUNITY. 
People need their power. But the strongest communities 
share more than just reliable electricity; they share 
simple values. The linemen of your co-op are proud to 
have helped members pass along both for generations. 
Learn more about the power of your co-op membership 
at TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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Efficient holiday lighting options
By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen 

Dear Pat: My husband and I 
love decorating our home with 
holiday lights every year, but I 

feel guilty about the higher energy bill 
we get in January. How can we light 
up the holidays without wasting elec-
tricity? — Jessica 

Dear Jessica: It’s a shame that holi-
day lighting can lead to higher energy 
bills, but the good news is, there are 
strategies that can save you money 
without dampening your holiday spirit. 

One of the best ways to save energy 
is LED lights, which use about 80 
percent less energy than incandescent 
bulbs. 

We’ve seen a number of savings 
estimates in energy costs. One report 
said replacing five strings of traditional 
incandescent outdoor lights with LED 
bulbs could lower your bill from about 
$14 to 22 cents. Another report said 
replacing incandescent lights on an 
indoor tree with LED bulbs could lower 
your monthly cost from $15 to $2.

The reason incandescent bulbs are so 
inefficient is that at least 90 percent of 
their energy is converted into heat, not 
light. LEDs, by contrast, convert virtu-
ally all their energy to light. This means 
up to 20 strings of LED lights can be 
linked together, whereas incandescent 
sets are typically limited to between 
three and five strings in a chain. 

Aside from their energy efficiency, 
LED lights can last longer — around 
200,000 hours or more, which is about 
25 times longer than incandescent lights. 

But not all LEDs are created equal. 
An LED that is not designed prop-
erly can flicker, change color or draw 
power even when it’s turned off. To 
avoid these problems, purchase Energy 
Star®-rated LEDs. To qualify for the 

smartcircuits

Energy Star rating, LED products must 
use 75 percent less energy than incan-
descent lighting and pass a number of 
additional tests.  

The drawback of switching over to 
LED lights is the upfront cost. Incan-
descent bulbs can be purchased for 19 
to 50 cents each, while a replacement 
LED will likely cost $1 or more. But 
one estimate shows the estimated cost 
of buying and operating standard C-9 
lights for 10 seasons is $122 for incan-
descent bulbs and $18 for LEDs.

There are other ways to cut energy 
expenses. You can use decorative solar 
light sets, which store energy during 
the day and release light during the 
night. Timers are also a good idea 
because they can reduce energy use. 

Innovative decorating ideas can make 
your display more interesting, which 
might help you get by with fewer 
lights. This could reduce energy costs 
and still keep your holidays bright:
k   Color-changing LED lights can cycle 

through the colors in sequence and 
can even be set to change colors in 

response to music.
k   A laser light projector sits on the 

ground or other flat surface and 
projects multi-colored patterns onto 
the wall of your house. Most include 
a timer function and may come with 
a remote control and additional fea-
tures.

k   You can recreate the excitement of a 
laser light show (using LED lights) 
by installing a smart lighting system 
that creates pre-set or programmable 
light shows through your smart-
phone or other smart devices. 

k   For maximum effect with the 
smallest amount of energy use, try 
distributing the lighting across a 
broader space. In the spaces between 
light, add reflective ornaments and 
decorations to increase the effect of 
the lights and add interest. l
This column was co-written by Pat 

Keegan and Brad Thiessen of Collabora-
tive Efficiency. For more information on 
saving energy on holiday lighting, please 
visit: www.collaborativeefficiency.com/
energytips.
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DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

ADVANCED
HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

The answer:  Although tremendous strides 
have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid 
Technology, those cost reductions have 
not been passed on to you. Until now...

MDHearingAid® uses the same 
kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology 
incorporated into hearing aids that cost 
thousands more at a small fraction 
of the price.

Over 300,000 satisfi ed MDHearingAid 
customers agree: High-quality, 
FDA-registered hearing aids don’t 
have to cost a fortune. The fact is, 
you don’t need to spend thousands 
for a hearing aid. MDHearingAid 
is a medical-grade hearing aid 
offering sophistication and high 
performance, and works right out 
of the box with no time-consuming 
“adjustment” appointments. You 
can contact a licensed hearing 
specialist conveniently online or 
by phone — even after your 
purchase at no cost. No other 
company provides such extensive 
support. Now that you know...why pay more?   

For the Lowest Price Call

Use Code  JA25
and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year 

Plus FREE Shipping

BATTERIES 
INCLUDED! 

READY TO USE RIGHT 
OUT OF THE BOX! 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try 
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no 
annoying whistling or background noise for 
yourself. If you are not completely satisfi ed 
with your MDHearingAid, return it within 45 
days for a FULL REFUND.
 

1-800-466-8308
www.GetMDHearingAid200.com

BUY A PAIR 
AND SAVE!

How can a hearing aid that 
costs less than $200 be every bit 
as good as one that sells for $2,250 or more?

Proudly assembled in America!

For Less Than $200

A study by the National Institute on Aging 
suggests older individuals with hearing loss 
are signifi cantly more likely to develop 
Alzheimer’s and dementia over time than those 
who retain their hearing. They suggest that an 
intervention — such as a hearing aid — could 
delay or prevent this by improving hearing!

Can a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia?

Nearly Invisible

“The MDHearingAid ® is the BEST® is the BEST®

hearing aid I have used at ANY price!”
   — Edward S., Wayne, NJ
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Magical snacking
By Janette Hess

A trained journalist, Janette hess 
focuses her writing on interest-
ing people and interesting foods. 
She is a Master Food Volunteer 
with her local extension service 
and enjoys collecting, testing  
and sharing recipes.

There’s nothing really magical about homemade snack mixes, other than they 
always disappear quickly when placed before a hungry crowd.

“Family Favorite” Snack Mix offers a welcome change from traditional mixes, 
which tend to rely on seasoned salt and Worcestershire sauce for their savory 
flavor. Instead, this snack mix offers a quirky variety of cereal, crackers and chips 
laced with dry ranch dressing mix, lemon pepper and dill. Thank goodness the 
recipe makes such a large batch!

For snackers with a sweet tooth, Brickle Snack Mix is a hocus-pocus combination of cereal squares, candy coating, and peanuts 
or chocolate. Don’t close your eyes and count to three, because this mix will be gone in a flash. For nut lovers, the recipe for 
Exotic Party Nuts relies on curry powder to take sweet and savory nuts from mundane to magical. Enjoy, but do so quickly. l

Combine dry cereal, snacks, chips and crackers in 
jumbo (2 1/2 gallon) zip-top bag, taking care not 
to crush cereal squares or other ingredients. Whisk 
together oil and seasonings. Drizzle mixture into bag 
while constantly rotating, once again taking care not 
to crush ingredients. Transfer mixture to 2 or 3 large 
rimmed baking sheets. Bake at 275 degrees for 20 min-
utes. Remove from oven and cool to room temperature 
on baking sheets. Transfer back to bag. Allow flavors 
to blend at least 12 hours, rotating bag several times. 
Store in mixing bag or airtight containers.

“family favorite” Snack Mix
1 12-ounce box crisp 

corn cereal squares
1 7 1/2-ounce bag 

bugle-shaped corn 
snacks

1 9 1/4-ounce bag 
original corn chips

3 cups soup (oyster) 
crackers

3 cups square cheese 
crackers

2/3 cup butter-flavored 
popcorn oil

4 teaspoons dry ranch 
dressing mix

1 1/2 teaspoons lemon 
pepper

1 1/2 teaspoons dried 
dill weed

Several dashes of 
cayenne pepper, if 
desired

Prepare two rimmed baking sheets with cooking spray. 
Empty cereal into very large mixing bowl or container. 
(A roaster makes a nice substitute for a large mixing 
bowl.) Set all aside. In saucepan, melt butter and stir in 
brown sugar and corn syrup. Bring to boil over medi-
um to medium-high heat. Boil and stir for 2 minutes. 
Stir in baking soda and quickly pour over cereal. Using 
thin rubber spatula, fold and stir to thoroughly coat 
cereal with hot mixture, taking care not to crush cereal. 
Carefully spread on baking sheets, separating squares 
as much as possible. Bake at 250 degrees for 40 to 50 
minutes, or until lightly golden but not browned. Stir 
at least two times during baking. Remove from oven 
and stir again to separate pieces. Cool on pans before 
adding chocolate candies or nuts. Store in airtight 
containers or bags.

Prepare rimmed baking sheet with cooking spray. Set 
aside. In heavy skillet, melt butter over medium heat. 
Add brown sugar, curry powder and salt. Cook and stir 
until brown sugar is completely dissolved. Add nuts 
and cayenne pepper. Cook and stir 3 to 4 minutes. 
Transfer nuts to baking sheet, separating nuts as much 
as possible. Cool completely. Store in airtight container.

1/2 cup (1 stick) butter
1 cup firmly packed light 

brown sugar
1/4 cup light corn syrup
1/4 teaspoon baking 

soda
1 12-ounce box crisp 

corn OR corn-rice 
cereal squares

1 to 1 1/2 cups candy-
coated milk chocolate 
pieces 
OR 

1 to 1 1/2 cups honey-
roasted peanuts

1 tablespoon butter
3 tablespoons packed 

light brown sugar
1 teaspoon curry powder
1/4 teaspoon salt

1 1/2 cups lightly salted 
mixed nuts with 
peanuts

Dash of cayenne pepper, 
if desired

Brickle Snack Mix

Exotic party Nuts
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PRIORITY RESERVATION                                           SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.  Please reserve the “Allis Chalmers Pride” Reversible 

Jacket for me as described in this announcement. I’ve indicated 
my size preference below.

Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $15.99 shipping and service 
(see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 2-4 weeks after the fi rst payment  for shipment. 
All sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance.

With its rugged, reliable design, and affordability, Allis Chalmers brought mechanization into the hands of small farmers across the country. And 
its distinctive “Persian Orange” color boldly proclaimed its brand. Now celebrate a heritage of family farming with the "Allis Chalmers Pride" 
Reversible Jacket available exclusively from The Bradford Exchange. This custom designed jacket features a soft brushed fl eece in the famous Allis 
Chalmers orange with an appliqué patch of a classic Allis Chalmers tractor on the front. The back is plain orange fl eece. The jacket reverses to water-
resistant black nylon with a tractor patch on the front and, boldly across the back, appliquéd and embroidered patches of three vintage tractors and the 
Allis Chalmers name in full embroidery. Two front pockets (on both sides) and black knit cuffs and bottom band complete the look. Imported.

                                                                           

www.bradfordexchange.com/allispride

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                               State                  Zip

Email (optional)
E66101

©2018  The Bradford Exchange  01-26570-001-BIBR

It’s 2 jackets in 1
A Bradford Exchange 

Custom-designed 

Exclusive

vintage 

Allis Chalmers

tractors 

in appliqué and 

embroidery 

Allis-Chalmers is a 

registered trademark of 

Archer Well Company Inc.

Allis Chalmers Pride
Reversible Jacket

Front 

Fleece 

side

Back

nylon side

A remarkable value... satisfaction guaranteed

Available in fi ve men's sizes, M-XXXL, this reversible jacket is a remarkable value at just $149.95*, payable in 4 easy installments 
of $37.49 each, and backed by our 30-day money-back guarantee. This is a limited-time offer, so don’t delay. To acquire yours, 
send no money now; just return the Priority Reservation today! 

Appliqued Allis Chalmers 

tractor adorns the front 

of both the nylon and the 

fl eece side.

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax.

T M(38-40) 01-26570-011   T XL(46-48) 01-26570-013  

  T�L(42-44) 01-26570-012    T�XXL(50-52) 01-26570-014

                                                        T�XXXL(54-56) 01-26570-015

01_26570_001_BIBR.indd   1 2/1/18   12:05 PM
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ruralviews

yVONNE ButtS-MitchELL 
writes and blogs (deadmousedi-
aries.com) under the pen name 
Mitchell Kyd. The “News from 
the Path Valley Hotel” series 
was inspired by her encounters 
with contractors, critters and 
assorted creepy crawlies while 
rehabbing her family cabin after 
its 17-year stint as a giant closet. 

Nap-thirty and the kitchen dance:  
grand thanksgiving day traditions 

By Mitchell Kyd
“News from the Path Valley Hotel”

My favorite hour of the entire 
year is just around the cor-
ner! Nap-thirty. That’s half 

past lunch and not nearly dinner on 
Thanksgiving Day. For me, it’s the sin-
gle, most magical of all the 60-minute 
segments. It is sandwiched near the 
end of the annual cache of 8,760 hours 
where I can count on the contradiction 
of the house feeling lived-in but still 
clean. My family cocoons in content-
ment in that time when the aromas of 
lunch blur into the promise of fabulous 
leftovers.

when anyone waltzes in with a fresh 
supply of firewood. 

Last year, I prepared Thanksgiving in 
an extended-stay hotel room outside an 
Army base. In a have-turkey-will-travel 
kind of event, I cooked turkey in the 
crockpot, did mashed potatoes in the 
microwave and poured gravy from a 
jar. Unlike most cooks working in such 
circumstances, I wasn’t rattled when 
my long-armed son reached around 
me to make coffee. We’ve had a lot 
of practice doing that dance. In fact, I 
marveled at the luxury of having both 
a garbage disposal (other than a critter 
bucket) and a dishwasher (that wasn’t 
mom-powered) in such a tiny space. 

The funny thing about it all was 
that a strange kitchen and a menu 
full of shortcuts didn’t steal anything 
from our happiness or our gratitude. 
It affirmed that Thanksgiving bliss 
doesn’t need a familiar venue, just 
familiar faces — and maybe a few tra-
ditions like The Kitchen Dance and, of 
course, nap-thirty. 

No matter where you roam or what 
you serve, may all the quiet blessings 
of my favorite holiday find you warm, 
content and with enough mayo in the 
jar for next-day sandwiches. Happy 
Thanksgiving! l

By then, all the work of the day is 
behind us. If it’s cold outside and a 
little dreary as all my perfect Thanks-
givings seem to be, there’s nothing 
left to do but melt into an overstuffed 
chair to drift in and out of lagging 
conversations. Or start a movie we can 
pretend to watch. Both insulate us a 
bit from our own overstuffing a few 
hours earlier.

We blame that sleepy syndrome on 
the chemical tryptophan in the tur-
key, but the truth is, nap-thirty is an 
agreed-upon tradition. At our house, 
it is as much a part of Thanksgiving as 
the giving thanks moments themselves. 
It is a welcome-home treat for those 
who have made their pilgrimage and a 
reward for those who have been home 
all along preparing. It is also intermis-
sion time in “The Kitchen Dance.” 

Although you may never have named 
it, anyone who has been part of cook-
ing a big family meal in a very small 
kitchen has had a role in this perfor-
mance. At the Path Valley Hotel, The 

Kitchen Dance evolved from necessity 
as a cozy, summer home grew into the 
hub for all holiday gatherings. Unfortu-
nately, the size of the kitchen seemed 
to shrink. Five generations of my 
family’s cooks and bottle washers have 
demonstrated their talent for perform-
ing this unwritten choreography.

The dance is more of a side-step than 
a two-step. There are no lyrics and no 
music; it’s just a rhythm that communi-
cates. It is impossible to open the PVH 
oven and fridge doors simultaneously, 
so the appointed turkey-baster has to 
have an intuitive agreement with the 
cranberry salad-maker about who 
opens first. It’s clear and yet unspoken 
that cooks handling hot pots or wield-
ing sharp objects don’t do any of the 
fancy footwork. That’s left to the carri-
ers of spillable liquids who do the shuf-
fle. If it weren’t for years of practice, 
the whole darn opera would fall apart 
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points out.
“You’ll get resumés for a spouse, 

and they will have big gaps in their 
experience,” she says. “They’ve put 
their career path on hold to follow 
their spouse around the world with 
the military, so don’t just discount that 
resumé.”

Rostom says, “They’ve had to move 
their family probably 10 times over 
the past 15 years, so they have to 
plan. They have to find housing, find 
schools, medical care –– and they’re 
doing that without their spouse there, 
who is deployed somewhere. Often, 
they are volunteering, so they are 
community-focused, which is what 
we look for in the co-ops. In working 
with groups of volunteers, they are 
managing people, they are probably 
managing a budget, they are securing 
vendors for events. There are a lot of 
skill sets that they bring.”

Rostom continues, “Many are work-
ing on a degree while they are moving 
around the world. They are a phe-
nomenal group of untapped talent we 
should consider. When you see that 
resumé, it doesn’t say military spouse, 
but I think it should. It totally changes 
the game — it shows the potential 
employer why their career has been 
put on hold. They are smart and edu-
cated; they are project managers and 
they work with diverse groups of peo-
ple. They’re an untapped group of tal-
ent that we don’t always think about.”

Through Serve Our Co-ops; Serve 
Our Country, electric co-ops are better 
positioned to increase their veteran 
workforce and support local veteran 
communities. To learn more about the 
program, visit servevets.coop. l

Paul Wesslund writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the 
national trade association representing 
more than 900 local electric cooperatives. 
From growing suburbs to remote farm-
ing communities, electric co-ops serve as 
engines of economic development for 42 
million Americans across 56 percent of 
the nation’s landscape.

Energy Matters
(continued from page 4)
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Two cookbooks for the price of $12
“Recipes Remembered” & “Country Cooking”

“Recipes Remembered” and “Country Cooking” 
include favorite recipes from electric co-op men and 
women in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. “Recipes 

Remembered” features anecdotes about the recipes, 
cooking tips and favorite quotes. It also includes a 

section of dishes from co-op friends in other states and 
15 different sections arranged by cooperatives. Both 

books are great for collectors.

Only $12, including postage, for both cookbooks payable 
to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association

P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, Pa. 17108
Write: Attention Cookbooks

Order nOw fOr the hOlidays

special Offer

New Cookbook Ad.indd   23 9/19/18   7:45 AM
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39 USC 3685
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Street Vendors, Counter Sales, and other Paid Distribution Outside USPS, 671 (September 635).
Average Paid Distribution by other Classes of Mail through the USPS, 25 (September 21).
TOTAL PAID DISTRIBUTION: Average, 165,776 (September 165,664).
FREE OR NOMINAL RATE DISTRIBUTION: 
Average Outside-County Copies, 285 (September 294).
Average In-County, 0 (September 0).
Average Copies mailed at Other Classes through the USPS, 0 (September 0).
Average Distribution Outside the Mail by carriers or other means, 103 (September 111).
TOTAL FREE OR NOMINAL RATE DISTRIBUTION: Average, 388 
(September 405).
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION: Average, 166,164 (September 166,069).
COPIES NOT DISTRIBUTED: Average, 225 (September 218).
TOTAL: Average number of copies each issue during preceding 12 months, 166,389 
(September 166,287).
PERCENT PAID CIRCULATION: Average percentage during preceding 12 months, 
99.77 percent (September 99.76 percent).
PUBLICATION OF STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP: Publication required. Will 
be printed in the November 2018 issue of this publication.
SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF EDITOR, PUBLISHER, BUSINESS 
MANAGER, OR OWNER:

Editor                                                             DATE: 9-24-18

I certify that all information furnished on this form is true and complete. I understand that 
anyone who furnishes false or misleading information on this form or who omits material or 
information requested on the form may be subject to criminal sanctions (including fines and 
imprisonment) and/or civil sanctions (including civil penalties).

NOW AVAILABLE 
for the fi rst time ever...

Professional-duty 
performance you 
can depend on...
year after year!

Pre-Season Savings 
Now in Effect!

1 YEAR TRIAL

NO
SNOW?NO WORRIES!

•  4 Models from 24" to 34" wide, and with engines 
from 7 to 14 HP.

•  EZ-TURN™ Steering for effortless 180º turns at 
the end of your driveway. 

• 6 Speeds Forward/2 Reverse on all models.

•  Extra-Wide Impellers throw snow up to 50 feet.

•  Rugged Chute Controls with weather-
protected drive gears for speed and durability.

•  LED Headlight and Heated Hand Grips 
with separate on/off controls. 19
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FREE

DRsnowblowers.com 
888-443-0050

Call for FREE Catalog & Special Offer! 

DR® SNOW 
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ing event — football on Friday nights, 
so they’re always really supportive. The 
fans are great.”

For some, the Friday night lights 
offer an excuse to have a mini family 
reunion.

“My wife and I usually meet just 
off the field together,” says Kipper 
Burleigh, Tri-County REC member and 
father of Brent Burleigh, a senior on the 
North Penn-Mansfield Tigers football 
team. “Any family who’s there to watch 
the game, they meet with us.”

tech support
On the sidelines, not much has 

changed in recent years for the fans. Off 
the field, the way that players prepare 
for their next game has evolved greatly 
thanks to modern technology. Taking 
advantage of the cellphones in high 
school football players’ pockets, players 
no longer have to gather in one place 
to review footage from the last game — 

It’s a sport so uniquely American 
that the rest of the world 
specifically refers to it as “American 

football.” While there’s barely a 1 in 
1,250 chance a high school football 
player will ultimately play professional 
football, that doesn’t stop rural 
communities from coming out to cheer 
for their local teams with the same 
enthusiasm exhibited at pro games.

“I’ve gone (to high school football 
games) since I was little,” says Ran-
dy Crispell, a member of Claverack 

Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) and 
father of Brett Crispell, a senior on the 
Towanda Black Knights football team. 
“Since I was a kid, my mom took us. 
He (Brett) started in Pee Wee and all his 
buddies — 14 seniors — they’ve played 
together forever.”

Craig Dawsey, head coach of the 
Towanda Black Knights for 18 seasons, 
says people keep turning out for games, 
whether the team is on a winning 
streak or not.

“The crowds are always good,” he 
says. “In Towanda, it’s always a happen-

football 
fridays

Tradition remains as game evolves 

DEFENSE: Wyatt Ferris, right, a senior on 
the Towanda Black Knights team and son of 
Claverack REC member Suzanne Ferris, braces 
himself as players from the Tunkhannock Tigers 
charge toward the end zone during a Sept. 28 
game in Towanda, Pa.

By Michael T. Crawford 
Associate Editor
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with the Hudl app, players can study 
game film whenever they have free time.

“All of their games are recorded … 
and that game is uploaded to the cloud,” 
Burleigh explains. “With an app like 
Hudl and an email, kids get access to the 
game, and they can watch every play as 
many times as they want in super slow 
motion. I know my kids have learned a 
lot because they’re trying to figure out 
defensive schemes and who blitzes and 
… if he’s going to do something that’s 
going to indicate he’s blitzing. … They’re 
looking at those things to try and realize 
in addition to who’s going to be open, 
what’s the right read and how long can 
they hold onto the ball.”

Along with adding technology to 
the team preparations, the manner in 
which teams care for their players has 
also evolved over the years.

“I can remember being brought 
off the field back … when they’d put 
smelling salts under your nose, the doc-
tor would look at you real quick, (you 
would) get back in the game and not 
even realize you played the second half 
of the game,” recalls Doug Nichols, di-
rector of operations for Claverack REC 
and an offensive coach for the Towanda 
Black Knights. “Concussions, as you’ll 
know if you follow the sport, are a big 
deal anymore.”

A concussion is a mild form of a 
traumatic brain injury, and about 
300,000 such injuries occur a year in 
sports, according to a study published 

in the Journal of Athletic Training. While 
long-term effects of a single concussion 
are rare, repeated concussions can lead 
to difficulty sleeping, memory loss, 
depression and other psychological 
problems, to name a few.

tackling safety
Trickling down from the NFL, stud-

ies showing the long-term effects of 
the sort of intense hits football players 
take have led to legislating concus-
sion protocols for high school football 
programs.

“At this level, you have to be aware of 
how they hit each other,” says Caitlynn 
Henry, athletic trainer for Towanda 
High School. “For the most part, you 
look for those hits that look like their 
head goes flying back, or if they lose 
consciousness, start seeing stars or walk 
off the field woozy-like. That kind of 
thing, you need to be checked.”

If there is any suspicion a player 
might have a concussion, there’s no 
more “walking it off.”

“They go through a five-day pro-
tocol,” Henry explains. “They have 
to be symptom-free for 24 hours, get 
cleared by an MD or a DO (doctor of 
osteopathic medicine), and then they 
go through a series of five days where 
they start just jogging and work their 
way up in intensity with the volume of 
exercises that you do with them to pro-
gressively get them back into playing.”

Despite the knowledge of the risk 
inherent in playing what Nich-
ols calls “a violent sport under 
control,” parents still seem 
to be OK with their children 
going out to play — not in the 
hopes of making it to the pros, 
but from the personal growth 
they witness.

“I’ve taught all my oldest 
three kids algebra and pre-cal-
culus, and I’m teaching my 
younger kid algebra now,” 
Burleigh says. “I’ve never had 
them jump up and down and 
scream for joy, and I’ve never 
had them cry, but I have (seen 
that) in football. It brings out 
some raw emotions, as well 

with some very high peaks and some 
low valleys.”

Naturally, parents want their children 
to be safe. In addition to new safety 
protocols, the equipment players don 
before playing has also evolved, manag-
ing to be both sturdier and lighter than 
the helmets and pads worn by previous 
generations.

“I have my helmet from when I was 
in high school,” Nichols says. “Com-
pared to what these kids have now, it’s a 
wonder I can even speak to you. If you 
look back at the history of football, they 
started with none, then they went to a 
leather cap. It’s evolved, and it’s evolved 
in the right direction for head injuries.”

The emphasis on player safety has 
also helped to reshape how the game is 
played.

“They’re trying to take the ‘head as 
a weapon’ out of the game,” Burleigh 
notes. “The amount of contact that 
some people are allowed to do has been 
restricted substantially, and the form and 
style in which we teach — and the way 
coaches are taught to teach — are differ-
ent than what it was a few years ago.”

As the saying goes — even with the 
ongoing changes to equipment, study-
ing, coaching and general safety — the 
more things change, the more they stay 
the same.

“When the game’s over, I think they 
look forward to shaking hands and 
respect their opponent,” Burleigh says. 
“Deep down, none of our kids want to 
see anyone get hurt.” l

A FAMILY EVENT: Laurie and Randy Crispell, members of 
Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative (REC), cheer on their 
son, Brett Crispell, a senior on the Towanda Black Knights 
football team, as the Black Knights play the Tunkhannock 
Tigers at Towanda High School.

GETTING READY: Doug Nichols, director of 
operations for Claverack REC and an offensive 
coach for the Towanda Black Knights, walks off 
the field during warm-ups before a home game 
against the Tunkhannock Tigers on Sept. 28.
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Penn Lines classified advertisements reach nearly 166,000 rural Pennsylvania households! Please note 
ads must be received by the due date to be included in the requested issue month. Ads received beyond 
the due date will run in the next available issue. Written notice of changes and cancellations must be re-
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more information please contact Michelle M. Smith at 717-233-5704.

FREE headings: 
• Around the House
• Business Opportunities 
• Employment Opportunities
• Gift & Craft Ideas
• Livestock & Pets
• Miscellaneous

• Motor Vehicles & Boats
• Nursery & Garden
• Real Estate
• Recipes & Food
• Tools & Equipment
• Vacations & Campsites
• Wanted to Buy

pLEASE SuBMit A cLEARLy WRittEN OR typEd  
ShEEt With thE fOLLOWiNg REquiREd iNfORMAtiON:

o  cooperative members should please submit the mailing 
label from Penn Lines as proof of membership.
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and email address, if applicable.

o Month(s) in which the ad is to run.

o Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.

o  heading ad should appear under, or name of special heading 
(additional fee). See below for FREE heading options.

cLASSifiEd Ad SuBMiSSiON/RAtES 

Electric co-op members: 
$20 per month for 30 words or less, plus 50¢ for each additional word.

Non-members: 
$70 per month for 30 words or less, plus $1.50 for each additional word.

Ad in all cApitAL letters: 
Add 20 percent to total cost. 

SpEciAL headings: 
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. Fee applies to any heading not 
listed under “FREE Headings”, even if the heading is already appearing in Penn 
Lines. For ads running a special heading in consecutive months, the fee is a one-
time fee of either $5 or $10 for all consecutive insertions. 
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please make chEcK/MONEy ORdER payable to: pREA/Penn Lines. 
Insertion of classified ad serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SENd cOMpLEtEd Ad cOpy ANd pAyMENt tO: 
Penn Lines Classifieds • P.O. Box 1266 • Harrisburg, PA 17108 

gift & cRAft idEAS

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks are 
a collection of recipes from men and women of 
the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.

hEALth iNSuRANcE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your 
health insurance? We cater to rural America’s 
health insurance needs. For more information, 
call 844-591-2797 (PA). Call us regarding 
Medicare supplements, too.

huNtiNg LEASES

WANTED PROPERTIES 250 ACRES AND 
LARGER. Professionally managed hunting 
leases. Yearly income to offset property taxes. 
$1,000,000 liability insurance. Know who is on 
your property. Landholders Leasing 724-422-
5525.

LAWN & gARdEN EquipMENt

HARRINGTONS EQUIPMENT COMPANY, 
475 Orchard Rd., Fairfield, PA 17320. 717-
642-6001 or 410-756-2506. Lawn & Garden 
equipment, Sales – Service – Parts. www.
HarringtonsEquipment.com.

LiVEStOcK & pEtS

PEMBROKE WELSH CORGI Puppies – AKC, 
adorable, intelligent, highly trainable. Excellent 
family choice. Reputable licensed breeder 
guaranteed “Last breed you’ll ever own.” 814-
587-3449.

GO GET EM KENNELS – Rabbit dogs. AKC 
registered beagles. Pups – started – trained. 
Call Terry. 814-598-5143.

100% gRASS-fEd BEEf

BURGER BY THE POUND. Quarters, halves, 
8 to 10-lb. sample packs. USDA–inspected. 
Information www.mccormick.farm or 814-472-
7259.

“AA” ROOfiNg

EXPERTS IN HARD-TO-FIND LEAKS! Roof 
repairs – all types. House-barn roofs painted. 
Slate work – chimney repairs. Southwestern 
PA for over 40 years. Speedy service! 814-445-
4400.

AROuNd thE hOuSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique 
grandfather clock, mantel clock or old pocket 
watch that needs restored, we can fix any 
timepiece. Macks Clock Repair: 814-421-7992.

TOO BUSY TO BALANCE A CHECKBOOK? 
No time to organize coupons/paperwork/house 
rooms, always saying “Let’s do it later?” Solution: 
I’ll do it. Reasonable rate. Newville, Pa. area. 267-
614-0910.

MANY VERY OLD POSTCARDS (late 1800s, 
early 1900s). 2 1884 pulpit Bibles, 1 newer 
pulpit Bible in original box. 814-928-5014.

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks are 
a collection of recipes from men and women of 
the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

BuiLdiNg SuppLiES   

FACTORY SECONDS of insulation, 4 x 8 
sheets, foil back. R-Value 6.5 per inch. Great for 
pole buildings, garages, etc. Many thicknesses 
available. Also blue board insulation sheets. 814-
442-6032.

BuiLdiNg SuppLiES   

STEEL ROOFING AND SIDING. Over 25 years 
in business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- 
and 26-gauge best quality residential roofing – 
40-year warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, 
accessories, etc. Installation available. Located 
northwestern Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

cONSuLtiNg fOREStRy SERVicES

NOLL’S FORESTRY SERVICES. Timber Sales, 
Appraisals, Forest Management Plans, Forest 
Improvement Work, Wildlife Habitat Management. 
FREE Timber Land Recommendations. 30 years 
experience. Visit www.nollsforestryservices.com. 
Call Ron, 724-422-5525.

CENTRE FOREST RESOURCES. Forest 
Management Services, Wildlife Habitat 
Management, Timber Sales, Appraisals. College-
educated, professional, ethical foresters working 
for you. FREE Timber Consultation. 814-571-
7130.

cRANE SERVicE

NEED A LIFT? Crane service for all your lifting 
needs. Experienced, fully insured, Owner-
operated and OSHA-certified. Precision Crane 
LLC, Linesville, PA 814-282-9133.

dAtABASE SOftWARE

CUSTOM DATABASE SOFTWARE written 
to your exact needs will simplify your record 
management and repetitive tasks. Stop using 
spreadsheets and expensive software that 
doesn’t meet your expectations. We build 
solutions for in-house use, shared-work 
environments, as well as mobile device and 
web-based use. 23 years experience – Noble 
Software Solutions – Phone: 814-467-6693. 
www.noblesoftsolutions.com.

 iSSuE MONth Ad dEAdLiNE
        January 2019  November 20
        february 2019  december 21
        March 2019  January 17
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MiScELLANEOuS

FOR SALE: Buckets, forks, thumbs, grapple 
buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders, 
backhoes and excavators. Tires for backhoes, 
rubber tire loaders and excavators also. Call 814-
329-0118.

MASON: Doing all kinds of masonry work. Block, 
brick, Dryvit, and stone veneer or real stone 
walls. Repairs or new construction. Call Merlin at 
SLATE RIDGE MASONRY. 717-776-9774.

FOR SALE: CABELA’S ALASKAN Guide 400-
quart outdoor cooler by Grizzly. $349. 15-ft. 
Wenonah Prospector canoe. $319. $600 for 
both items. Call 717-776-9546.

2019 REMINGTON WILDLIFE art calendars. 
$9.95 + $4.95 S&H. Check or money order to 
W. A. Chepanoske. Send to: 5911 Homeplace 
Drive, Elizabeth, PA 15037-3217.

BACKHOE/LOADER – 1996 CAT 426B – 
4WD backhoe/loader with heated cab, 4-speed 
automatic transmission. Total unit time 7,500 hrs. 
New engine less than 500 hrs. Loader: E-stick 
4-in-1 loader bucket 96”. Backhoe: 2-lever 
controls, 12”, 24,” 32” buckets with work lights. 
One owner. Good condition. Fairhope, Pa. 814-
267-4875.

PREMIER WALK-IN BATH – Easy front walk-in 
tub with hydrotherapy warm air jets. Fairhope, 
Pa. 814-267-4875.

pOWdER cOAtiNg

ALMOST ANYTHING METAL can be powder 
coated: auto parts, lawn furniture, wheels, etc. 
Restores, protects, preserves. 1,200-degree 
manifold coating. Arthurs Powder Coating, 263 
Sexton Road, Indiana, PA 15701. 724-349-
3770.

REAL EStAtE

VIRGINIA’S EASTERN SHORE. Fisherman and 
beach lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake 
Bay or Atlantic Ocean within minutes. Perfect 
for vacation/retirement dream home. Waterside 
Village 3/4 acre near marina from $18,000 with 
storage for RV and boat. Beach access nearby. 
Clearview 1.8-acre waterfront on scenic cove 
$119,900. Many free boat ramps within minutes. 
Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

IN ALASKA – FOR SALE: 6½ acres off of Parks 
Highway between Willow and Talkeetna. Must 
sell. Good hunting and fishing area. $39,000. 
570-549-3864.

APPROXIMATELY 2-ACRE wooded building lot, 
country setting, rural Williamsburg, Pa., Spring 
Cove schools, tremendous view, previously 
passed conventional perk. $38,900. Joyce 
Dalton, Remax Results Realty Group. 814-946-
9355 x315, cell 814-329-3509.

CAMP FOR SALE: Lake City Ridgway, Pa. 
Approximately 8 wooded acres with two-story 
camp. Detached garage, three bedrooms, one 
bath, living room, kitchen, hardwood floors. Heat 
source is a wood burner plus electric baseboard 
heat. Great for hunting or even your quiet place. 
Close to PA Gamelands, Allegheny National 
Forest, Elk Farm and Clarion River. $130,000. 
For information, call 814-603-1085. Please, no 
texts or emails – call only. 

REcipES & fOOd

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS 
FOR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks are 
a collection of recipes from men and women of 
the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

ShAKLEE

FREE SAMPLE Shaklee’s Energy Tea. 
Combination red, green and white teas that are 
natural, delicious, refreshing, safe. For sample 
or more information on tea or other Shaklee 
Nutrition/Weight Loss Products: 800-403-3381 
or sbarton.myshaklee.com.

tOOLS & EquipMENt

DELTA/C.R. ONSRUD inverted pin router, 
Model No. 43-275, never been used, in original 
factory packaging. Excellent for arts and crafts. 
$1,500, OBO. Call 717-776-7228.

tRActOR pARtS – REpAiR/REStORAtiON

ARTHURS TRACTORS, specializing in vintage 
Ford tractors, 30 years experience, online 
parts catalog/prices, Indiana, Pa. 15701. 
Contact us at 877-254-FORD (3673) or www.
arthurstractors.com.

VAcAtiONS & cAMpSitES

NEW SMYRNA BEACH, Fla., condo rental. 
Two bedrooms, two baths, pool. 200 yards from 
beach. Not available January - March. Call for 
rates. 814-979-8058 or 814-635-4020.

WANtEd - OLd BARNS

LOOKING FOR OLD BARNS and other large 
wood buildings to dismantle and remove. We 
buy qualified barns. No Sunday calls. Call 814-
329-4030.
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Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

DR® LEAF VACUUMS have 
proven in laboratory testing 
to achieve the most vacuum 
power versus competitors. 
And now, our All-New PILOT 
Model combines this same 
amazing yard clean-up power 
with an equally amazing new price!

World’s Most Powerful 
Leaf Vacuum...at a 
New LOW PRICE!

FREE SHIPPING 1  Y E A R  T R I A L
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

 

 

 Now Starting 
at Just 

$99999

with
FREE

SHIPPING

Rated #1 in Vacuum Power

Now at the Lowest Price Ever 

Converts to an All-Purpose Trailer

Stores Flat in Minutes

TOLL
FREE

DRleafvac.com 

888-443-0050 

Reach nearly 166,000 
rural pennsylvania 

households! 
Advertise in Penn 
Lines. for more 

information, please 
visit our website at 

www.prea.com/ 
penn-lines-magazine 
or call 717.233.5704
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punchlines

What do pancakes and biscuits have in common?
Earl takes them VERy seriously

By Earl Pitts, American

Social commentary from Earl 
pitts — a.k.a. GARY BUR BANK, 
a nation ally syndicated radio 
per son ality — can be heard on 
the following radio stations that 
cover electric cooperative ser-
vice territories in Pennsylvania: 
WANB-FM 103.1 Pittsburgh; 

WARM-AM 590 Wilkes-Barre/ Scran ton;  
WIOO-AM 1000 Carlisle; WEEO-AM 1480 
Shippensburg; WMTZ-FM 96.5 Johnstown; 
WQBR-FM 99.9/92.7 McElhattan; WLMI-FM 
103.9 Kane; and WVNW-FM 96.7 Burnham- 
Lewistown. You can also find him at earlpittsa-
merican.com.

But I think I have discovered 
the one thing in this country that 
definitely divides your yuppie, hipster, 
loafer-wearing people from the rest of 
us. And it’s pretty simple. Biscuits.

I can pretty much guaran-dang-tee 
you that all the billionaires — they 
ain’t eating no biscuits. I’ll tell you 
that. They’ve probably got a French 
baker in their kitchen making them 
French crescent rolls. I think they call 
them bag-ets. But I know Francios 
back there ain’t making no biscuits. 
That’s food for those of us who don’t 
have the kind of money them bozos 
have.

I do know that when your fancy, 
yuppie big-shots go to their swell 
yuppie restaurants where the menus 
read like a bad novel — “Succulent 
medallions of young pork lounging on 
a bed of baby greens and drizzled with 
a romatic vinegarette” — it don’t say 
“and biscuits.”

You know who eats biscuits? The 
rest of us. Fact is, once they find out 
about biscuits, I’m half expecting those 
youngsters to ruin them. First thing 
you know they’ll be eatin’ gluten-free 
biscuits made with heirloom, artisan 

lard. Topped with a hot, free-range 
pork compote.

It’s biscuits and gravy, you nit-wits.
Wake up, America! You hipsters 

are ruinin’ everything else, but I 
am warnin’ you, “Don’t touch our 
biscuits.” On account of there’s got to 
be a line somewhere. And I’m drawin’ 
it. Around my biscuits. I’m Earl Pitts, 
American.

Today, I got a bone to pick with 
Aunt Jemima. She’s a shifty 
scam-artist. And it’s not just 

her, neither. It’s also Log Cabin, Mrs. 
Butterworth, Martha White, Krusteze, 
even Betty Crocker, fer heaven’s sake. 
It’s the whole dang pancake industry. 
They been runnin’ their pancake scam 
long enough, and it’s about time some 
brave American called ‘em on it. And 
that brave American would be me.

See, what happened was this. We 
wake up Saturday mornin’ and Pearl 
is already out of the house “bargain 
huntin’” with the neighbor-lady, 
Naomi. I don’t care what they do as 
long as it don’t involve me or too 
much money.

So my little boy, Earl Junior, goes, 
“Hey, Daddy, let’s make us some 
pancakes.” 

I’ll tell you what — I raised that 
kid right. True, red-blooded American 
kid wantin’ a true American breakfast. 
Pancakes. Flapjacks. I decided to 
throw some sausage on the stove, too.

So I get the pancake mix out of the 
cupboard, and I read the back. Because 
I love pancakes, but I don’t make 
‘em myself too much. And there’s the 
recipe for six to eight pancakes. That’s 
three to four for each of us. Which 

sounds wonderful on a Saturday 
morning this time a’ year, right? One 
cup of mix and three-quarters of a 
cup of water. Yep, yep. I put that all 
together while the griddle is getting’ 
screaming hot.

I pour the batter on the griddle. 
There’s two pancakes. I look at 
the back of the box again. There’s 
supposed to be six to eight pancakes. I 
got two. Did I do something wrong? 

My little boy goes, “Maybe they’re 
thinkin’ smaller pancakes, Daddy.” 

Huh? I got two pancakes. And they 
are not giant pancakes. Fact is, they 
could of been poured as one pancake, 
but I might have had trouble flippin’ 
it. So, one pancake each. That is not a 
good way to start your day.

So, listen, you pancake industry 
flap-jack hustlers. That ain’t six to 
eight pancakes. Not on this planet. 
Not nowhere in this Universe. 

Wake up, America! That’s right 
— I’m callin’ you out, you skimpy 
pancake mix makers. Come clean and 
change the back of your box. We don’t 
need more breakfast victims in this 
country. I’m Earl Pitts, American. l

Once again, my astute and finely 
tuned mind has discovered dif-
ferences between the American 

people. Like we got red states and blue 
states. We all understand that. We got 
mayonnaise people and Miracle Whip 
people. OK — we can work around 
that. Heck — we even got people in this 
country now who like soccer. Whatever 
floats your boat, right? I mean — when 
you think about it — it’s amazin’ we 
get along as well as we do.
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thanks to you …

We want to thank all amateur photographers who 
submitted photos for our 2018 “Rural Reflec-
tions” contest, which is now closed. Winners, 

chosen by an independent panel of judges, will be printed in 
the January and February issues of Penn Lines.

We are now accepting photos for the 2019 contest. If your 
photo wins top honors, you could receive a $75 prize in one 
of five categories: artistic, landscape, human subject, animal 
and editor’s choice. Runners-up in each category will receive 
a $25 prize.

Send photos (no digital files, please) to: Penn Lines Pho-
tos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266. Include 
your name, address, phone number and the name of the 
electric cooperative serving your home, business or season-
al residence. Our publication deadlines require us to work 
ahead, so send your photos in early. Photos will be returned 
if a self-addressed, stamped envelope is included. l
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