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When you think of October, pump-
kins, Halloween and beautiful fall 
foliage naturally come to mind. But 
October is notable for another reason 
— it’s National Co-op Month! This 
is the time of year when cooperatives 
across the country, including REA 
Energy Cooperative, Inc., celebrate 
who we are and, more importantly, the 
members we serve.   

Cooperatives are different than other 
types of businesses. When the market 
declines to offer a product or service, 
or does so at a very high price, co-ops 
intervene to fill the need. 

Similar to how REA Energy was 
built by members who came together 
to bring electricity to our community, 
cooperatives are conveners for the 
common good. Your electric co-op 
exists to provide safe, reliable and 
affordable energy to you, the members 
of the co-op. Equally important is 
our mission to enrich the lives of the 
members we serve. 

As a co-op, we are well-suited to 
meet the needs of the community 
because we are locally governed. REA 
Energy’s leadership team and employ-
ees live right here in the community. 
Members of our board of directors, 
who helps set long-term priorities for 
the co-op, live locally on co-op lines. 
These board members are elected to 
the position by neighbors like you. 

We know our members (that’s you!) 
have a valuable perspective. That’s 
why we are continually seeking your 
input. Whether through community 
events, our social media channels or 

the annual meeting, we want to hear 
from you.

Our close connection to the com-
munity ensures we get a first-hand 
perspective on local priorities, thereby 
enabling us to make more informed 
decisions on long-term investments, 
such as high-speed broadband, com-
munity solar programs, equipment 
and technology upgrades, and electric 
vehicle programs. 

Another feature that sets our co-
op apart from a traditional utility is 
one of our core principles, “Concern 
for Community.” We partner with 
local organizations, the Co-op Con-
nections Card program and other 
worthy programs. We participate in 
the Rural Electric Cooperative Youth 
Tour, where we take our community’s 
brightest young people to Washington, 
D.C., for a weeklong immersion to 
experience democracy in action. 

Ultimately, the larger community 
benefits from these programs because 
of you and your neighbors. You em-
power the co-op through your mem-
bership, and through your participa-
tion in and support of these programs.

We hope you will think of REA En-
ergy as more than your energy provider 
but instead as a local business that 
supports this community and powers 
economic development and prosperity 
for the people. 

We will continue to learn from our 
members about their priorities so that 
we can better serve you — because 
your electric co-op was built by the 
community, for the community. l
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By the community, for the 
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YOUTH TOUR 2019: REA Energy’s Youth Tour 
representatives take advantage of the scenic 
view for a group shot at the Capitol.

rea energy cooperative, inc

In June, a group of over 1,800 high 
school students descended upon 
Washington, D.C., to take part in the 
Rural Electric Cooperative Youth Tour. 
This tour, sponsored by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA), gives students who are en-
tering their senior year of high school 
the opportunity to see the sights of 
Washington, D.C., and to learn about 
our nation’s government and the role of 
rural electric cooperatives.

In 2019, REA Energy was repre-
sented by 14 excellent students from 
throughout our service territory. The 
students are very active in school and 
civic activities, and all knew a great 
deal about electric cooperatives. The 
best way to describe their experience 
is to let them tell it from their point of 
view. Following is a few of the stu-
dents’ recaps of their experiences:

Clayton Coble
Youth Tour was a great experience 

for me. From the time I woke up to 
the time I laid my head on the pillow, 
I was constantly moving, learning new 
things, meeting new people and just 
having fun. I will take this experience 
with me for the rest of my life. Thank 
you again for the awesome opportunity.

Kaleb Farmery
In June 2019, I had the wonderful 

opportunity to visit Washington, D.C., 
through Youth Tour. 

My only concern about the trip was 
that I had traveled there at least twice 
before in the same year, and might not 
see new things, but I was wrong. The 
experience was like no other typical 
trip to Washington, D.C. 

In the beginning, I only knew a 
few other students, the three students 
from my school, Marion Center, but 
that quickly changed. On the bus, I 
was forced out of my comfort zone, a 
circumstance that needed to happen. 
Without opening up and speaking 
with others, I would have never made 
the relationships I have now. The bus 
bonded like a family, as we spent the 

whole week together.
Throughout the trip, we got to ex-

perience everything from the National 
Mall to Congress to a cruise on the 
Potomac. The Pentagon Memorial, 
one of the most beautiful memorials, 
was a sight to see at night. The layout 
along with the lights helped represent 
the victims of that tragic day. The best 
moment of the whole tour was the 
cruise on the Potomac, but with the 
best moment, came the realization our 
trip was coming to an end. For most, 
that did not settle well. 

As we did travel often and frequent-
ly, we had time to relax in the hotel 
and meet students from other states. 
Not only did I make friendships with 
those students from Pennsylvania, 
but across the nation: students from 
Mississippi, Montana, Texas, Missouri 
and Georgia. Youth Tour memories 
will forever be remembered.

Nick Witham
I really enjoyed the 2019 Youth 

Tour. I enjoyed the time we spent 
with other people and the time spent 
touring D.C. I got to see new things 
that I missed when I visited D.C. with 
my family. Participating in this trip 
gave me the opportunity to meet new 
people and learn new things about my 

country’s capital. Thanks, REA Energy, 
for this opportunity!  

Joe Semetoskey
Youth Tour was an amazing expe-

rience that I had the pleasure enjoy-
ing with three classmates — Kaleb 
Farmery, Cherise Schultz and Clayton 
Coble. Sightseeing in Washington, 
D.C., was great, but it was the people 
who made it a week that I will remem-
ber for years. Meeting new people 
my age from across the country was 
definitely the highlight of the trip. 

I enjoyed hanging out with kids 
around the area that I have made life-
long friends with, and chatting with 
people from different states is unfor-
gettable. I highly recommend this trip 
as the Youth Tour was the greatest 
week of my summer, and I was sad to 
see it come to an end.

Experience Youth Tour 2020
REA would like to encourage all 

high school juniors to enter for a 
chance to go on the 2020 Youth Tour. 
Information to apply for the trip will 
be available in an upcoming edition of 
Penn Lines. l

Rural Electric Youth Tour — An unforgettable experience
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Right-of-way management/
facility construction news

REA Energy contractors will 
be completing tree-trimming 
work in the following areas in 
October: 
k   PennLine Tree Service 

contractor crews will be 
trimming the rights-of-way of 
the Clyde and Washington 
Substation areas, and emer-
gency maintenance areas.

Notification of work will be 
made via a letter to members 
in the areas affected. Con-
tractors will perform all right-
of-way work per REA Energy 
specifications. If you have any 
questions, call 724-349-4800, 
or you can view the specifica-
tions online at reaenergy.com. 
All crews will carry identifica-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
On Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019,  

REA Energy’s Ebensburg and 
Indiana offices will be closed. 

Both offices will reopen at 7 a.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 18, 2019.  

Please call 724-463-7273 or 
800-332-7273 to report any power 
outages. Payments can be placed 
in the drop box at both locations 
or made via our online member 
portal at www.reaenergy.com.
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