
REA Energy Cooperative, Inc.
75 Airport Road • P.O. Box 70

Indiana, PA 15701-0070
724/349-4800 • 800/211-5667
Ebensburg District Office

127 Municipal Road
Ebensburg, PA 15931

814/472-8570
Website: www.reaenergy.com

Email: reaenergy@reaenergy.com

CCOO--MMAANNAAGGEERRSS

TThhoommaass BBoorruussiieewwiicczz
GGaarryy GGrriinnddllee

BBOOAARRDD OOFF DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS

JJoohhnn RR.. LLeeaarrnn,, DDiissttrriicctt 66
President

HHeerrmmaann BBllaakklleeyy,, DDiissttrriicctt 99
Vice President

JJaacckk RR.. RRiissiinngg,, DDiissttrriicctt 77
Secretary/Treasurer

MMiicchhaaeell JJ.. BBeerrttoolliinnoo,, DDiissttrriicctt 33
SSaamm EEcckkeennrroodd,, DDiissttrriicctt 11
JJaammeess HHaarrtteeiiss,, DDiissttrriicctt 44

RRoobbeerrtt PP.. NNeeeessee,, DDiissttrriicctt 55
JJ..RR.. ““RRiicckk”” SShhooppee,, DDiissttrriicctt 22

WWaayynnee SSttiilleess,, DDiissttrriicctt 88

OOUUTTAAGGEESS && EEMMEERRGGEENNCCIIEESS

11--880000--333322--77227733
772244//446633--77227733

OOFFFFIICCEE HHOOUURRSS

77 aa..mm.. -- 33::3300 pp..mm..
MMoonnddaayy -- FFrriiddaayy

D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 9  •  P E N N  L I N E S 12a

One of 14 electric
cooperatives serving

Pennsylvania and New Jersey

COOPERATIVEconnection
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Gary Grindle
Co-Manager AS 2009 draws to a close, we stop and

reflect on events of the past year. This
was a very productive year for REA
Energy, one full of many accomplish-
ments. Let’s take a look back at the past
12 months at your cooperative.
k New Employees — Three new employ-

ees joined the ranks of your cooperative
in 2009. System Engineer Patrick
McAndrew and Safety/ROW Supervi-
sor Dave Daugherty are working at the
cooperative’s Indiana headquarters, and
Jeff Dishong is a new journeyman line-
man at the Ebensburg district office.

k Area Meetings — This year, two area
meetings were held in April in the dis-
tricts where directors were up for elec-
tion in 2009. Approximately 300 mem-
bers attended meetings in Penn Run
and Cherry Tree.

k Automatic Meter Reading — REA
Energy started installing new auto-
matic meter reading (AMR) meters on
accounts served from our Cherryhill
Substation in July. The first installs
have been so successful that our board
has decided to fast track the installa-
tion so all AMR meters will be
installed within two to three years.

k Substation Rebuilt — REA Energy
energized its new Parkwood Substa-
tion on Aug. 12, 2009. This substation
was rebuilt to improve reliability in
the Parkwood and West Lebanon
areas and to accommodate a new large
electric load. This state-of-the-art sub-
station, located along Parkwood Road,
is REA’s first all-new substation to be

built in the last 30 years.
k Annual Meeting — This year’s annual

meeting was held Thursday, Oct. 8,
2009, at the Indiana Junior High School.
Over 1,300 members voted by mail-in
ballot for Districts 5 and 6. Results were
announced at the meeting. In District 5
elections, Robert P. Neese was elected.
Incumbent director John R. Learn was
re-elected to serve in District 6. 

k System Upgrades/Maintenance — As
part of an ongoing process of replacing
old copper wire with heavier alu-
minum wire, the cooperative replaced
29.6 miles of line in 2009. Approxi-
mately 20 miles of new line were built.

k REA Energy Services — REA Energy
Services, our for-profit subsidiary, had
another great year in 2009. We contin-
ued to sell and install various electrical
services and heating, ventilation, and
air conditioning products (HVAC). All
profits flow back from the subsidiary
to the cooperative, which reduces costs
and helps keep rates low. REA Energy
Services will be offering new conven-
ient and useful products and services
in the future.

k Broadband Internet Access — In early
2009, a survey was sent out asking
members about their interest level in
REA Energy possibly offering broad-
band internet access. Results show
that interest is very strong. We are still
evaluating all options, which include
broadband over power lines and
WiMax technologies.

Thank you from the board, management
and employees for all your support through
the years and for those to come!l

B y  S t a c y  P a t t e r s o n
Communications Coordinator
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The economic uncertainty we’re fac-
ing these days has many of us putting
money into something we feel comfort-
able with: our homes. Making a few
upgrades around the house generally
pays big dividends. And when boosting
energy efficiency is one of them, the
decision becomes a no-brainer.

For any energy-efficiency work done
at your residence during the coming year,
Uncle Sam may foot 30 percent of the bill
— not a bad deal! Through the 2009
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act — better known as the stimulus bill
— the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
offers a personal tax credit of up to $1,500
for energy-efficiency improvements made
to existing homes during 2009 and 2010. 

The credit may cover 30 percent of the
cost of adding insulation materials and
exterior doors, windows, and roofs
designed to help reduce a home’s heat loss
or gain. It also includes efficient central air
conditioners, air-source heat pumps, hot

water boilers and biomass stoves.
For weatherization-related work, the

credit covers only the cost of materials.
With heating, ventilation and air condi-
tioning systems, as well as biomass
stoves, installation costs also count
toward the credit. 

So how does the math work out? Say
you spend $1,000 on new insulation. You
could get, in the form of a tax credit, $300
back. If you spend $3,000 to purchase a
new HVAC system and have it installed,
could get a $900 tax credit to show for it.

To take advantage of the program, a
home improvement must have taken
place after Feb. 17, 2009 (the day the
stimulus bill was signed into law), and
products must meet specific energy-effi-
ciency criteria. A few rules of thumb
will help you determine those criteria.

For exterior windows and skylights,
rely on the Energy Star label. For other
efficiency upgrades, request what’s called
a “Manufacturer Certification Statement”

that the product or component qualifies
for the tax credit. Many manufacturers
post these on their websites, but be sure
to verify that the product does qualify
before making a purchase. You can also
visit www.irs.gov/recovery to review
guidelines for eligible purchases.

Energy tax credits reduce taxes owed,
dollar for dollar, and can be carried for-
ward to following years. While they can
help boost any refund you receive, you
won’t receive a check directly for the
credit amount. You can file for energy
tax credits using IRS Form 5695, with a
total maximum value of $1,500 for
improvements made in 2009 and 2010.

For suggestions on how you may
make your home more energy efficient
while taking advantage of these tax
credits, check with your tax accountant
before you begin work.

The information provided is not intended
as legal or tax advice, individuals should
always check with their tax accountant
before beginning any projects to determine
any tax benefits.

Wise investments in energy efficiency

Automatic Meter
Reading project 
status update

Automatic Meter Reading (AMR)
devices are currently being installed
in the Parkwood and Belsano sub-
station areas. When an old meter is
changed out for the new AMR
meter, a door hanger showing the
final reading of the old meter will be
placed at the residence along with
instructions on how to read the new
AMR meter. 

As REA Energy changes out old
meters for the new AMR meters,
members will be notified of any
faulty services and what actions will
need to be taken to correct the prob-
lem.

Any damage done to a member’s
service while changing the meter
will not be the responsibility of the
cooperative.

Also, in December we will begin
billing certain members with the
new AMR system.

LOAD LIMITERS are used mainly dur-
ing the winter months (Dec. 1 - March 31)
as a means of allowing members to catch
up on unpaid electric bill balances with-
out completely turning off their power. 

Members who are at risk of having a
limiter installed on their electric meter
will be notified that their bill will need to
be brought up to date. If the back bal-
ance is not paid, a limiter will then be
installed until the bill is brought up to
date. The member must also continue to
send current monthly meter readings
and payments. Once a member’s bill is
paid to the current meter reading and all
applicable fees for the installation and
removal of the limiter are paid, it will
then be removed from the meter.

Load limiters are set to handle a pre-
determined load of electricity. If that
amount is surpassed, the load limiter
will trip, causing the member’s power to
shut off until the load is once again
reduced to the set amount. REA Energy
will be using the SLA2000LP Service

Load Limiter developed by an employee
at one of our sister cooperatives, Warren
Electric Cooperative located in Warren.
The SLA2000LP typically can handle a
load of 3,600 watts from appliances. The
following is a list of typical electrical
appliances used in a household and the
amount of wattage for each. 
Electric Range..........................12,220 watts
Microwave Oven.......................1,450 watts
Refrigerator/Freezer..............315-615 watts
Color Television..........................200 watts
Electric Heaters...............1,000-5,000 watts
Hot Water Tank.............2,500-4,500 watts
Clothes Dryer.............................4,856 watts
Clothes Washer..............................512 watts
Water Well Pump............1,060-1,736 watts
Lights (marked on bulb).........25-100 watts

To restore power to the home, you must
FIRST turn off all appliances that use a
large amount of power before going out-
side to your meter to push the reset button
on the Service Load Limiter. Detailed
instructions for resetting the device will
be supplied if a load limiter is installed.l

Electric service load limiters to
be used again this year



D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 9  •  P E N N  L I N E S 12c

REA Energy Cooperative, Inc.

REA Energy Cooperative, Inc. elec-
tric gift certificates are perfect for
cooperative members. A gift certificate
for electricity may be ideal for parents,
grandparents, babysitters, neighbors,
unemployed friends or even your
church.

To give a gift certificate, complete
the form provided and indicate the
amount ($5 minimum). Please be sure
the recipient is an REA Energy mem-
ber. Write the recipient’s name as it
appears on his or her bill and send
the completed form along with your
check payable to: REA Energy Coop-
erative, Inc., P.O. Box 70, Indiana, PA
15701-0070.

Upon receipt of your request and
check, the recipient’s account will be
credited with the amount specified.

Give the perfect gift this holiday season
Gift certificate order form

Recipient’s Name: ___________________________

Address: ______________________________________

_________________________________________________

Amount of Gift $ ____________________________

Your Name: __________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

_________________________________________________

Telephone Number: ________________________

o Return certificate to me

o I wish to remain anonymous

o Send certificate directly to recipient

Recent board activities and actions tak-
en by the board of directors of REA Ener-
gy Cooperative, Inc. include the following:
k Received an extensive report from the

Co-Managers Gary Grindle and Tom
Borusiewicz and Business Develop-
ment Manager Chad Carrick on the
progress of the installation of the new
automatic meter reading (AMR) meters
in the Cherryhill Substation area.

k Discussed the annual meeting and
possible improvements REA could
make for next year’s meeting.

k Authorized management to move for-
ward and gather more information
about an internet option that REA
would like to offer to its members.

k Received a report from Co-Manager
Gary Grindle about the pole inspec-
tion program REA has in place.

k Adopted a 2010 Wage and Salary Plan
for non-union personnel.

k Heard a legal update from the cooper-
ative’s attorney, David Serene.

k Accepted new members.
k Reviewed management reports.
k Heard reports from co-managers of

the cooperative, Tom Borusiewicz and
Gary Grindle.

If you have any questions about any
of the above items, please feel free to
contact the REA Energy Board of Direc-
tors by writing to P.O. Box 2002, Indi-
ana, PA 15701. Directors are interested in
your input. When writing, please be
sure to sign your letter so that directors
can follow up with you if necessary.

Now members are just a click away from
doing their own energy audit right from their
computer. It is as simple as going to
www.reaenergy.com and clicking on the Resi-
dential Energy Systems icon. In conjunction
with Apogee Interactive, REA has added the
HomeEnergySuite to our website so members
can calculate their estimated energy consump-
tion for their household. Not only can members
calculate estimated electric consumption, they
can also calculate their fossil fuel consumption
and their carbon footprint on the environment.  

The HomeEnergySuite has four primary sec-
tions including an Interactive House that gives
information on energy consumption on a room-
to-room basis, a Calculators section that can cal-

culate energy consumption for the whole house
or individual appliances, an Energy Library sec-
tion that is packed full of energy facts and safe-
ty tips, and a fun section with a Kids Corner that
has fun activities for children and teachers. 

If you are thinking of buying a new house or
appliance or want to determine the best way to
save on your energy bills, visit REA Energy’s
website today and calculate your own customized
energy consumption scenarios. Our HomeEnergy
Suite provides you with the tools and resources
to better manage your energy consumption.  

The HomeEnergySuite accommodates mem-
bers that have either broadband or dial-up inter-
net service so there is no excuse not to try it
today and see the benefits of this new feature.

Remember: Do-it-yourself home energy audit available online

From the Boardroom
Cooperative offices will close at noon on Thursday, Dec. 24,

and reopen at 7a.m. on Monday, Dec. 28, 2009, in

observance of the Christmas holiday. Offices will also be

closed Friday, Jan. 1, 2010, in observance of 

New Year’s Day. Power outages can be reported by

calling 724/463-7273 or if outside local calling area,

call 800/332-7273. Calls are answered 24 hours a day.
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